


Rare Books on India for Sale. 


Abbott (Capt. J — Nartativ o of a Journey frotn ; 

Herat to Khiva^ 2 vols. t88^, Rs. lo. 
Agricultural and Hoiticultinal Society, — transac- ' 
ticns ol the \ ol. \'n, Calcutta. s 15. ! 

AJbcrunrs Inrlirn — 1 by K. C. Sacbaii, ‘ 

Tiubner's Oriental Serir'*, 2 voi-.. A/e.o Rs. 15. i 
Anderson, ]ohi^" Ilaml-hcik of the Arrheolo- ! 
gical CoUertioTis in the Indian Mi. ‘-♦urn, f'art i, 
Asoha and Irido-Sc\ thian liallcritN, Rs. 10, 
Asiatic Socir ty of Bengal — Metnous vols. I. 11 ' 
and 1 1 J, Rs. 20 a vol 

BflllJ^adarsail — Kdited by Bankim Chandra 
Chatterjee, j872-HtJ, 8 vols. cotn{>l<*tc sr't, ‘ 

Rs. 120. 

Bengal Annual — h'dited by 13 . 1. Ri» har<k-v>n, vol 
I, for 183*1 — 3 If 2 vols Rs JO 

Bengal Past and Present — J* nnai irt the Cal- 

rutt.i Historlt.'d Svicicty, f'unip'fte i;ig\o!s. 
witii Indexes, only one ^et available, Rs 13*' 
Hharati'--I 5 < MinHi*'.' tnontldy jcaiinal ♦ dit« ii by 
T >\vii<‘ndt a nut h Taioae In 7 V'ols. •oiupiele . 
Ry. 70. 

Briggs - F eristha, ori^jinal cihnon, «*'c<el}<‘nt 

»'oridilion, .4 vols Rs, 73. 

—--.Memoir of (bTi< tai, liy .^Iaj*>r I\v.ins Ih ll. . 
wiih pnrtr.^it Rs. i''>. 

Blanford (] I . F..— A } ’1 a* t K'.al <..Tni*ie to th*’' 
Cnm.‘=itf and W eather of India, Cc^Km and 
Rurniah, iSSy Rs. 5 

Broome, Arthur — Hi.story of thr Hei-gal Army, 
i v<d (ef>rnpl<-fe) original etliii*ui R-, 15. 

Buckle M<m<)ii td the s< t-vice > of I'to Beng^al 
Artillery, j8.S2 R >. H). 

CalciiltA l.iteraiy of 183,1 ♦■*\het 3 Ln I). 

L Rieh.ardson, i.'Om pli. te, ntc^- vu! R*. 30. 
Caiculla Christian Observt'r, odii*‘d bv Cinistian 
Ml ->si*in.ir ie.s of various th ficnmnat nni-v, Cab 
^'ijita, \ol.s. I*..! i 834) t^ 45 > ^8.47* 1857 1862, 

1864 Rs 10 a vi/i. 

Calcutta Uolew — Veds i to 135, ft. an 1814 10 

I g I 2 <.-‘otnplele bet, neatly bound, Rs ioO»>. 

o«ld volnrnes, Rs. 6 a voinnu', in stock, vc»N. 

l-ig, (jo never published} Jr-j8, 32, 37-38, 
60t 71-2, 84-t>, 88, gJ 95, 07.111, 116- 

124, » 26-27, I JO, I J2. 

— — odd nninbeis Rs, 3 a number; in stork, n.'S 
' I, Jj 10*1 I, 1 4- 1 . Si 20 , 21, 22 25, .^ 7 , 29, 42, 43, . 
47. 5* . 54» 56 63, 64, 63, 73, 91, 95, 102, 104-5. 
112, 11..4, 116, 117, 1 18, 1 19. 1 21, IJJ. uO, 

127, 130, 132, 136, 137, 1.38. 140, 14.4, 146, 147, 

1348, 1 4Q, 150, 52. 154, 150, x.sy, 139, i6o, 164, 

169, 171. 174, 173, 176, 17S, I Si, 184, 1R5, »S8, 

190, ipr, 192-3, 197, n^y, 200, 201, 202, J05, 
208-9, 212-13, *16, 218, 219, 220, 22 j, 223, 224. , 
223. 237. 231, 233. 23S-9, 241. .24 b ^4^>-7» -hSC 
254-5, 257, 262, 264-5, 267, 270-1, 278. 

Calendar of Indian Slate Papers, Fori William, 
1774 — 75, publication f»f the Indian Recojil , 
Commission 1S64, Calcntla, Rs. 15. 

Campbell fSir Cieor?^e). — M«*moirs of My Indian ] 
Career, 2 VoR. 1893 Ks. lO. 

Campbell (Lord) — I/ives of the Chief Justices of j 
England, 2 Vols. 1S49RS. 16. i 

Carey, Ku stare— A Missionary in India, Life by j 
Mrr.. Cbiffy, iSjj*, i voL Rs 8. 1 

Carpet — Indian Pesrgn.s by Andievv, all coloured 1 
plates with full do.scription.s, Rs 25. ; 

Catron, F. F. — Mogul Empire, extracted from i 
the Memoirs of M. Manouchi 1709, Rs. 15. j 


Chandra, Bholanath— 'riavels *.4 a Hirnln, 2 
vols., fn^i' R*?. 15. 

Chatfleld ( Rc'bert) - Historical Review of rho 
Commercial, Political an<l Moral Sta^e of 
Hindustan, 1 Vbd. 1808 Rs, jo. 

CotebrOOke, j. F. - -Supplement to the Digest of 
the Regninttons and Laws nf (lu- Presuteney 
of Ib-iigal etiacted anterior to 1703, 2 vols — - 
Cabnitta 181*7 cer?/ vv/rc Rs. 50. 

Cole, ]. J — Ste/e of MuFan, 18.40 ■ Rs 5. 

Clyde (Lord, Colm Campbell) — Lde of, by I.t.- 
(bvutral Shad well, 2 Vols. witli portraits, 1S81, 
R.s. lo. 

Crnwfurd J*jurnal of an Kmbassy t<-> the 

eourt i*f A\a. 2 vols 18 M R-. j y 

Ctinninghain, H. S.— Brilodi I dia and its Rub ts, 
Lorid*in ihSi, Rs 5. 

Dncolly in Fx«fdsis — or Sp<‘lini.'n .4 t'>Lide, with 
r**!**^ and tlocni c.*^r:t s , Iw-st «-*litu>n Rs. is. 

DnlhOUSlc (Mntipiis I.>|) l.ite of, |t> .Sir William 
1 er-W'ar ijiT, J Vols. Ji 04 Rs. iry. 

Danvers iF. C'' — T'oit 'guerc m haba 2 VoL 

Rs JO 

Davy, Ma J. — I ri'.tjt 11* s vit ‘rimur, rtlilcfi bv I 
W’h.'te, iuigins! Fei-ian r s a 1 , .cr* be d infi.if v\ ii h 
Fngiish trausl.ition ;md povt' ib', liuniui 

• tJsfoid, 1783 Rs 30 

Dijlby. W. Nepal and India, 1857 .and 1S87 \\dh 
p(*rlt'iits of tiie Maharajas o' N* pd R •. 

Doui^las (Janus)-- fbunna) an.] We f r d 

extensjxrly illu."! rat cd, j V*»L. 1803. Rs. is 

Drew, I" — Nhnthein riauierol Ii\di<i, .-in rrm eoit 
ol tin* (.un.nu and K ash mir 'I'.o 1 it or ie 
nurp ai.d iil'tsJ r»il ions, 1177. I-N. 3 

Dubois, Abbe j. A." Letters <-n frre ff Chii'<» 

. ti.'Miir\ «.i’ iij.lia in wlilv'h the 1 onvfr--.ioii of ^h.- 
Hinil Os rs eonsidt're*! i tnprs-u ti.srbie «■!.. 
Lv»nd‘-'ri rS.»4 Rs. i<i 

Duff -L. |e f>t Dr, A l*’.\'iT.dei , liy (ji'orgf* .Smun 
a \b>b.. 1879, 1< -> i 

— - - Iiulia aitd Iruii.i .Mi.-^sion . b) Dr. Al' X.oiJcr, 
184 f, I Vol R.s 10 

DulcCp Singh and Sir !■ hn by Lids 

L**t'.iu, with* port r,-» il r-., I.cmri-m j8o«’ R.** i s- 

Durand -- 1 ..ite ^>t Sii hlem V .Maiion, with hi-. 

ndie.rtes hy his son, 2 Vols. l 58 R--. ttJ 

Eden (: •iir A'ddey -RolrInvti Mis.i.-n- 1.* LUiur,in 
tvrlh Fembertsai'. and Cii-Jitliv’ JournaL 

Rs 10 

Elliot fH. iM ) -Histoiy v»i till' Raeps of N. W'' 
l’io\ii;ees. levtstd by J. Re. inn s, j \'oI .. 1890 
(I'crv' ram Rs. Jc 

Vfiblitvgr.iphji .♦! Index to the llistorivns r-t 

M.ahomefl.'iu India, i vo). complete, C tbu'ta 
1849, Ks. 15 

— IJi.‘^tory <d India as told bv its own 

historians. CornpU-te in S \ ols nine -.* • 

Rs-_ I :^ 0 . 

Eurasian aroi Anglo-lnilian Rts.ortJer, |h'tirna! 
of the Anglo-Indian As.'N*>eiatifni, vois. n. Ill, 
IV and V ( complete ) private copy of Mr. E. 
\V. M adge of the lmp*erial Librarv, Rs 40 

Elgin (Lo’d) — Narr.'itive of his Mission to China 
and japan by L. Olipharit, illustrated, 2 v<jis 
1859, Rs. 16 

EvanB«Bcll, Major— Tne English in India, letters 
from Nagpur written in 1857- London 
*859 R^. 5. 



C * j 


Fifth Report of the House Commons of i8l2 i 
c'onlainin)^ urijjia.'il clofuments of the Perma- | 
rn-rtt Setileinent in Benvjaland Revenue Settle- j 
inents in Madras, 2 vols. rxtrrmely fare j 
Rs, Tfto- j 

Frere (Sir Uaitle) —Life of, l.»j J- Martincau, j 
2 vois. i 8 y 5 _ _ i 

Fftmitie Reports on Bengal and Orissa of 1867-68 | 
fullsnap, 2 vols. Rs 20. j 

Filzclarence, Lt.CoI —Journal of a Route across \ 
India through Kgypt with maps, 18 IQ, Rs. 15. 
Forrest {G. W.) Seleelions from the OtVitual 1 
Writini^s of Mountsiuart Klphinstone, 1884 Rs 5, 1 

Selert'ums from letters, despatches and 1 

Other Stale papers preserved in the Bombay , 
Secretariat, Maratha and Home series, 5 Vtils. ; 
i8f)o Rs. 4(^. I 

— — —Selections fron» the State P.Hpers of the 
Govrtniir-Geneials of India, Warren Haslirtgs, 

2 vols. iRgo Rs. 12. 

Francklln, w. — Military Memoirs of George 
'Thomas 1805 Rs. 20. 

Friend of India — Weekly newspaper publi.shed 
hy J. C. Marsinnan at Sera rn pur, 1840 to 1857, 
eiunplete vols. vt'rv rare, Rs. 25 a vol 
Orandpre — Voyag*; in the IrKlian ( >cean, 2 vols. 
180J Rs 20. 

tirouse (K S.) — Mathura, a Distriit Memoir, 
Vol. 1874 Rs. 10. 

(illbbinS (M- R).--An. Account of the Mutinies 
in ( )udh und of the Siege ol the Lm-Unow 
Residency, 1858 Rs, 15. 

HaiKt Major-General M. R,— Indus Delta 
C ouutry, Memoir on its ancient GeOgra]>hy 
and Histori', 1894 with maps Rs 10. 

Haileybury ColIejjt'S^—Meinorials of old, b> K. C I 
Danvrus Sir Monier- Williams, etc., I Vol. ' 
illustrated, i8g4, Rs, 25. 

Havelock, He nry — Narrative ot the War in Alga- 
rjistan, 2nd Kdition, 2 vols. Rs 20. 

Holiinj^bcry (R. II ) — Zemindari Settlement in 
Bengal, a great work, 2 vols Rs 50. 

Hutchinson (Capt , G.) — Narrative •>! the 

Mutinies in Oude, 1859# Rs. 12 . 

J.- Observations tm the Gcmr^ral and 

Meilical Management of Indian Jails, Calcutta, 

18 \5 R-. 15. 

Report on the McMliial Management 

v.)i the Indian Jails Calcutta Rs. 10. 

Hill, G.) — Life of Claude Maitin a ith 

portrait Rs. 

- — • 'Thtce Frenchmen in Bengal Rs, 6. 

List of Europe Ills and others in the Eng- 
lish Fai'tories in Bengal at the time of the 
-,ie/.c uf Calcutta in 1756, with an appendix 
coiitaining Lists of Kuroj^ean sufftuers, 1902 
Rs. 10. 

Bengal in 1 7 ..S< 5 ' * 757 ' Indian Record 

Series, 3 vol.s. Rs. 33 

HastIngH, Warren — Life of, by G, B. Malleson, 
1S94 Rs. 8. 

— -Life of, by Rev. G. R. Gletg, 3 voU. 

1841. Rs. 15. 

— History of the trial of, with all proceed- 
ing.-, and debates, 1795 Rs, 20. 

- and the Rohilla War by Sir John 

Strachey, Rs. 8, 

Private life of, by Sir Charles Laws<)n, 
Rm. 8. 

Hickey, William — Tangore Mahratta Principality 
in siouthern India, the land of Chola, 2nd edi- 
tion, Madras 1874 Rs. 10. 

Hodgson, R. H. — Essays on the Languages, 
l/iteratvire, and Religion of Nepal and Tldbet, 
London, 1874 Rs. 15. 


Hodges. William — Travels in India during 1780 
— 1783 with numerous steel plates, 2nd edi- 
tion 1794 Rs. 20. 

Holdich, SirT. H. — India — Regions of the World 
series, with maps and woodcuts, Rs. lo. 

Hunter, (W W.) —Bengal Mss. Records 4 vols.^ 
Rs. 36. 

Annals of Rural Bengal Rs. 8. 

d'he India of the Queen and other E.ssays, 

1 vol. Rs. 5. 

Oris.Na, with maps and plates, 2 vols Rs. 25- 

— Statisti<!al Account of Hcngal, complete set, 

22 v<.»!s. lis. 200 

Famine Aspects of Bengal Districts, Simla 

1873 Rs. 10. 

History ol British India, 2 vols, Ks 20. 

Ilifilbp, Stephen -'Life of, by Dr. George Smith, 

I with portrait Rs. 7. 

: Honit(berger, — Thirty-five years in India, 2 vols. 

in one, with numerous plptes^ Rs. 18. 

; Hooker. fj. r 3 .) — Himalayan JuurnalH, 

numerous coloured plates, maps and engrav- 
ing-s, best edition of 185 2 \u>ls Rs. 20. 

; HoIYTCII tj- India Tracts in S Par t s complete, 

! 3rd ednion, i 1 lust rattui with Front ispiuc- 
; represiTituig the monument crc< ted in Calcutta 
1 by HolvNell in memory of the sufferers of the 
I Black-hole —i.xi rrmely rare — Ks. 40. 

! Ibn Batuta — I'laveis published by Oriental 
' Translation Committee 1829 by Kev, Samuel 
Lee, Rs. 20. 

Illlpey, Barwcll — .Memoir of his father. Sir 
h-hjah Irnpey, 184?), Rs. 25. 

Indian Review Journal edited by Profs Row' 
ami Webb, vol. i, 1883-84 Rs. 10. 

Irvin^f. tS. A.— -'I'heory and Practice of Caste-- 
Le Has Prize F.ssay of 1851, R.s. 5. 

Jones v^ir W'llliain) --'t iimplete works of, o Vols. 
Ks 50. 

- Life of, by Lord Teignu.outh Rs. i>“i. 

Kashmir, the Valley of — by sir Walteir Law- 
rence, 1895, illustrated, I. Vol. I't.s. 10. 

Kaye kSir johnj — Lives of Indian Otlicers by, 3 
vols. Rs 1 2. 

, History ot Fast I ndia Company, 1 vol. R.s. ro, 

{ Keene (il. j--H indnstan >inder Free Lanire.s, 

I 1770-1820, .907 Rn. 8. 

; A Servant of '‘John Company/' being 

the recollections of, Rs, 5. 

Kincaid, c. A "—The 'J'ale of the Tulsi Plant 
and other studies on Indian history, Bombay 
1 lyo8 Rs. 5 

Kirkpatrick. Col. - Kingdom of Nepal, large 
folding map and plates. 181 1, Ks. 20, 
Law-books -Knactments conferring spoi ial 
powers on the Fxeeutivc Government, Confix 
(irntial pnblicalion ol the Government of 
lndia» Legislative Depaitment, 1897, tbeionged 
to Sir H. W. C. Carnduff, niirked Deputy 
Secretary )•— Rs. 50. 

Foreign Jurisdiction and Extradition 

Act, 1879 and the Kxtraclition < India ) Act, 
1895 with notes, printed for private use by the 
l.egislativc Department of tlie Goviunment of 
India *896 < belonged to iiir H. W, C, Carn- 
dutf, marked Deputy Secretary ) Ks 50. 

Principles and Precedents of Hindu Law 

by W. H Macnaghten, 2 vol. 1S29 Ks. 20. 

Wahabi Trial, tull Report with Mr. Chiii- 

Viohn Ansteyhs addre-sses in full, Rs. lO. 

Love. H. D, — Vestiges of Old Madras, Indian 
Record Series. 4 voi.s. R.s. 36. 

Mahmood, Syed (^Mr. Justice; — History of Eng- 
lish Education in India, *781-1893, Aligarh, 
1895, R». 10. 



Mutiny 1 he Dok'iu'c of Lucknow' a Diarv fttin) 
31 May nj 25 Sept. 1857. hv a staff officer, ' 
1850, I vol. Rs. 6 ' ' 

A Lady s Diary of the Sicz«? of l^ucknow, bv 1 
Mrs Wai;cnt richer 1858 Rs in " ! 

— ^ — Cavf.-Biovvuc J.— Fhinjab and Delhi in 1857, ! 
2 yols. with numerous illiisiratioris, Rs. 11^, 

The Crisis in the Patija)» hv K. Cooper 

Deputy Commissioner r^t Arnrits'ir i8£j8, l vol, ' 
Rs. 10. ' 

Col, Georj/r B(Hjrchi('r, Hi^ht Mouths’ Com- 1 

pajn^n against the Hcn.^ml Sepov Army duriu^f | 
the Mutiny of 1S57, 1858 \ vol., with the 1 

Aut bor s notes and autograph, R,s 10 
■* Personal Adventures during Indian Rebel- 
iian hy W. Edwards, judge of Benares and 
Colleetor e)f Rohilkhnnd 1 vol, Rs. 8. 

Personal Narrative <tf the Siixc of Luek- 
nrm', hy L. h. R. Rev,*', one of f lie sto vix ing 
defenders, with portrait o! Sir Menrv Lawrence, 
and <.ither illustrations of Lucknow, Rs fo. . 

The Indian Churc’n during the great Rein I- ' 

lion, hy Rev. M. A. Slierring of Renarcs, Rs. in j 
— —The Cri'.is in the Pauj.Hh from m M.ty until j 
(h{‘ fall r»f Dellil hy a Panjalj Employee, 1 
Lahore Rs, 3 " 

-Narrative th«r Mutinies in ffudii hy Cap- 

tain (i. i 1 nfrliinson, Cah utta. 185Q Rs. lO 

Lawrence (l.ord}--Life of, hy R. Posworth ! 

Smith, with portraits, 2 vols, 1885 
Lawrence — Lifc of Sir llcnrvy' hy Herbert ' 
h.dwitdc^ and Ilernnu Mcnvalo, .* poifraits, i 
IS7J. 1 Vol. Rs 5. : 

Lon^ I Rev I, I '-Se!(!i'M,,ns from I 'npuliiished 
Rei Old'' o) the ( jttvet mnenf ot India, 1 Vo), 
iSo*), Rs. 5. i 

Lushlni^ton (t*harIes)-~History oi Calcutta In- 
stitiiin.iris, 1824, ts'^v ^iTrc, R'^ ly 1 

Maegrej^or (Sir (’furh -L-te ' of. by La<iv ' 
Mai'giogor, .1 Vols. uSs8 R-, if, 

Me Neile, IL j. — Report on the Village Watch 
in nirngalj l8of) Rs. m. 

Madras HurOpean Regiment -Historical Re ord 1 
of, by a staff officer with i!lii-.t;iati,ms 1841 ! 
Ks !5. ^ ■ I 

MaepherSOn -History of l'!nto[)Crin Coninfrce i 
W'irh India, rcM' ran', i vol i8.»o Rs u,j ] 

—William, Mem wials ot Service in Indi^i, ; 

being cotrespondence of Major S. Mac- 
pherson, C' B with porti dts .irul map-- anr! 
illustrations, Lomlon, iStiy Rs lu. 

^ahabliarata -h’nglish translation [uiblidied hv 
Pro'apH Chandt.i Roy, complete set, iS p irv.is 
Rs. 

Macfarlane^ C.— (.)ur Indian Empire, 184}, fnily 
illustiated, 2 vols. Rs. 20. 

Memorandum on the Social and Offieiil Im*-: 

< ourse between Euiropean officers aial In ban 
gentlemen — Cah'ntt.i 1913, 1 puhli- 

f ation f»f Bengal Govt. Rs. jc. 

Mifra (Rajei’.clralala.i Indo-Ary.tns, 2vols, 1881 

Rs, 15. 

Antiquities of Orissa, J vols. with 97 I 

plates. Rs. 300. | 

l,Peari Charan)— -complete Bengali works 1 

of Tok Chand Thakur i vol , R.s 5.* 

Maine, (Sir Henry) — Life of, hy Grant-Duff, 1802 : 
Rs. 8. ; 

Mackenzie (Sir Alexander) - History of the 
Relations of Government with the Hill Tribes 
'(*f the North E^st Frontier of Bengali 1884 
I vol. R.s, 10 

Macieod, A. M.^jor General — on India, a treati.sc 
on Indian Mutiny and Army, London,. 1872 Rs^. 


Malrwara Story 'ot, or our rule in India, t 8 
Rs. 5. 

Manning Mis-, — Ancient arifl Medieval Indi.i, 

2 vdls., good condition, Rs. 20. 

Mookerjec’.s MuKozine Old Series i8hi lud 
New series 1872 to 1870 complete (a comph lc 
.set j'lv y rurr'^ Rs d«.> 

Mookerjee (I)/. Simbhj Chtindra — Editor ot 
anti A^lv^v/ -biography hv Mr F H. 
Skriiuf, 1 I. .s. Rs. 1^. 

-——Travels in B<*iigil Calcutta to liul.‘pen- 

dnnt Tipperah, Rs, 6- 

-——The Prince in fndt.i and to Iiuba, .m 
accoimt of the visit iif the Duke of Edinburgh 
in India. Rs. 5. 

Monier-Wiiliani» — S^kuntala trinslated into 
English prose and verse, beautifullv printed 
within illumin.itefl borders in gold and ci;lo- 
iirs with nunv s'vneries of the plav pc-, 
original . loth f'l-ahorately gill to an Ortenl.tl 
Design, Siephen Austin’' origin.al i-Jitioa 
Hertfi»rd 1853 eiVi-e/Mc/v ttjrc Rs 
— Modern India and the Indians, 2 ml edi- 
tion, 1K7H Rs. 

Religions Thought and Idfe in I^ldi.^ 

Fait !, Vedi' 'in, liiahmanism .and Hirul u-.m 
Rs. 13. 

Vlainbari (B M.)— tfuj.ir.it and the finlaratis 
i88,-> Rs 4 \i 

Malcolm (Sir )ohn)-~Ltfe and Correspondence ->!,/, ‘J 
l>> I W. Kaye with poiii.iii, 2. v.i’s 18, ->0 R .. ivi.j’ 

\ .Mi'inoir ot (‘c'ltral In.lii, . ^ 

chniing M.iiwa, and .idiolniu-j ProvinC'"v t 
Vol, R.s ' ' 

The ( fo\ ei nment ot India, tS^^ 1 ■,.)! 

R". 10 

I 1h. Ihduieal Hi, lory of India tio-n 

I 781 to 18231 - R‘> t J 

Mille.son tG B.l -Hist ory ot tiie h'rert 'U o 
Indui, 1893 I. v<ff Rs 8 

—Ambushes and Siirptise^, 1 \o! 

1885 Rs 5. 

Martin R M. -h'ojt cm India lo.ujuir'l Iron 

Bill nanau .\I-,s. m tlu' indii t)l! 5 'i', wuh t.'mu- 

fious pia(*'s, rna[)s and di.iwing,. 1S38. •; V >r.. 

R" 4 .> 

• Indian Empire, 3 vols. wl.'): num ro r, 

stl ei pl.rte..., Rs 21 

Miinn I A L ; Five Mouth-' in the Hi'ua .1 . a s, 

1 <>09 I vo! Rs 10. 

Miinro Thomas) — Life of, bv tlie Rf v i *. 

R iTieig, 3 VoL. 1830 Rs It;. 

- Life of. bv .Sir A. : h'lt '1 nc.r, 

2 Vols iS8t Rs. K,. 

I Mollison (j ) A Text -hook of Imiian A grit 'diinf* 
publi-hi'd by B -mf.Mv « eivei nment . 3 Vh.ls 
ilhisir.fted, 1901 Rs. .:o. 

Max-MuUcr - C.'hjp-> tVmn a (jonnan Woikstuqj, 

3nd edition, 2 vols. 1868 Rs. lO, 

Napier —History of Sir rharlcs’s Administiation 
of Sciiule, i Vol. 1851 Rs. 8. 

Oldham Thoina.s—Memoir^ of the tdeologi; d 
Survey of India, with full pl.ttes, nup- ,r:il 
engravings, quite complete, 185b Oo, Caieiiira 
2 vols. Rs. 35. 

Orine (R Historical Fragments ol the Mvighni 
Empire, 1S05 Rs. 35. 

— - History of India with maps and plates 

I'ornplete, origin.il edition. 3 vols. bound in 
2 vols. nice condition, R.s. 50. 
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O'stiauf^tmessy, \V. B. — Th<* DiNpt-nsa- 

tot V, \ :j jii;vli!f‘ rntwiuMl \v<»t k Tiuineroiis 

spcci.^l t vpf i iuK-nts by th** fonrit-r Priin‘:ipal 
ol C.ib'Dtta MiM.litai ColUfge, vrry rtire 

Rs. ..'o, 

Outrflltl (Sir |.inK*si — A iofjrapb V' of, by Gold' 

-.mith 2 VuK. iKSl R'> lo. 

Pearsc(Cr»l. H.) "'rbe Hi-nis«'V'' Five Ot-nera- 
fiorjs c>t .«n A l*'aniilvi 5 - 

R<;is and Rayyet — WVckly ru x^spapcr iMlitecI by 
l>r. Sarnljhu Chandra M o<.)kt*r jee, iS8j -1894 
coin plot f* set, Rs. 2,So 

Kisley, H. H.- The i*e.-,pl<‘ of India, with 25 
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<Be«ernor#<Bettet:ftf of a ©ag. 

|N volume one of this Journal, Mr. A. P. Muddiman of the Indian Civil 
Service, now Secretary, Legislative Depailineiit, Government of India, 
contributed an article on the above subject in which he described brielly 
the events of the 20th June 1777 when General Clavering presided at the 
Council House as Governor-General with Philip Francis as his colleague, 
while Warren Hastings presided in the sarm; capacity ovtn' the Hoard 
of l<<.‘venue with Richard Harwell as a Councillor. On that day there were 
two [)ersons in Calcutta as.^erting tlui rights and privihgtrs of the 
Gova'rnor-Gemu’al of India. The Minutes of Cen.^iiltations of the Gm'ernrir- 
Gom rars Council of that d.iy have never been ^Hlbli^ht■d beh)re with all tlu 
neces'^ary enclosures. Mr. Muddiman referred to th.em as i)ri< lly as he could 
within the compass of a sliort paper. On my application the Government ot 
Imlia hav(! now permitted their verbatim reproduction in Bene^al : Pusf 

S. C. Sanial. 


FORT WILLIAM, joTii ]UNF 1777. 

AT A COUNCIL. 

PrIiSKNT : 

Lieut. -Geiil. John Clavering wdio takes the oath oi Governor-Cienerrd. 
Philip I'rancis, Kstj. 

READ again the General Letter received yestt'rday from tie: Hon'hi'' 
the Court of Directors. 

3 cnl. ClawTing to READ the following letter from (.Jenl. Clavering t'.> the Secre:tary 

the Secretary. 

To J. i\ Aukiol, Fsg. 

Secretary to the Supreme Council, Ijrc. 

Sir, 

In consetjuence of the letter from the Hun'ble Court of Directors under 
date the 30th October 177b received and rea<l yestt'riiay in Council by which 
ihi.s Government is informed that Warren Hastings, Fstp, Iiad resigned the; 
ofliee of Governor-General of Bengal, that the Hon’ble Court of Director^^ 
had accepted such resignation, and that the vacancy thereby creati*d had 
been lillcd up by the appointment of Edwaird Wheeler, Esep, nominated and 
appointed by the Court of Directors and approved of by His Majesty in the 
manner and according to the forms prescribed by law, and another letter 
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dated the 15th November 1775, from Mr. Peter Mitchell, Secretary to the 
Hon'ble Court of Directors having also been received and read yesterday in 
Council, in whicli an attested copy is transmitted of the instrument under 
His Majesty’s Sign Manual bearing date the 26th day of October 1776 by 
whieW His Majesty consents to and approves of the above-mentioned nomi- 
nation and appointment of Edward Wheeler, Esq., to the place and office of 
one of the Councillors of the Governor-General and Council, avoided by my 
promotion to the place and office of Governor-General. 

I do hereby order and direct you to issue immediately a summons in 
my name as Governor-General to Rich. Barvvell and Philip Francis, Esqs., 
to attend a meeting of the Council at the Council House at eleven o’clock 
this forenoon, for the ’special purpose of issuing the necessary directions for 
proclaiming the change in the Government, and for giving such other orders , 
and directions as may be necessary thereupon. 

Fkiday Morning, I am &c., 

20th June 1777. (Signed) J. Clavering. 

THE Secretary informs the Board that he issued the summons above 
directed and that they were accordingly delivered to Mr, Barwcll and 
Mr. Francis. 

I'HE Governor-General having taken the accustomary oath, assumes 
the chair. 

RESOLVED that the Sheriff be ordered to attend immediately. 

RESOLVED that the following Proclamation be made by the Sheriff 
attended by his officers at 5 o’clock this afternoon at the Court-house. 

PROCLAMATION. 

WHEREAS by an Act of Parliament passed in the thirteenth year of 
the reign of his present Majesty entitled Act for the estaolishing certain 
Regulations for the better management of the “ Affairs of the East India 
Company as well in India as in Europe it is, among other things, enacted that. 
Warren Hastings, Esq., be constituted Governor-General and Lieut. -Gcnl. 
John Clavering, the Hon’ble Geo. Monson, Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, 
Esqs., Councillors of the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal and its 
Dependencies : and whereas it is further provided by the said Act, that in 
case of the avoidance of the office of Governor-General by death, resigna- 
tion or removal, his place shall, as often as the case shall happen, be supplied 
by tlxi person of the Council who stands next in rank to such Governor- 
General : and whereas by a letter from the Hon’ble the Court of Directors 
of the Hon’ble United East India Company under date the 30th October 1776, 
received and read yesterday in Council, this Government is informed that 
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Warren Hastings, Esq., had resigned the office of Governor- General of Bengal, 
.that the Hon^ble the Court of Directors had accepted such resignation and that 
the vacancy thereby created had been tilled up by the appointment of Edward 
Wheeler, *Esq., nominated and appointed by the Court of Directors and approved 
of by His Majesty, in the manner and according to the form prescribed by 
law: and whereas another letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Peter 
Mitchell, Esq., Secretary to the Hon'ble the Court of Directors, was also 
received and read yesterday in Council, in which an attested copy is trans- 
mitted of the instrument under His Majesty’s Sign Manual bearing date the 
26th day of October 1776, by which His Majesty consents to, approves and 
confirms the abovementioned nomination and appointment of Kdwd. 
Wheeler, Esq., to the place and office of one of the Councillors of the Gover- 
,nor-General and Council avoided by the promotion of John Clavering, Esq., 
to the place and office of Governor-Gencral : and whereas in consequence 
of the said resignation of Warren Hastings, Esq., and of the said appoint- 
ment of Edwd. Wheeler, Esq., the Government of the Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal, with all the powers and authorities thereunto belonging 
are now by law vested in the Hon^blejohn Clavering, h'sq., Governor-General 
and Richard Barwell, Philip Francis and Edward Wheeler, Esqs., (on his 
arrival in Bengal), Councillors. The Hon’ble Colonel Geo. Monson being 
deceased : it is hereby proclaimed that the powers vested in the said Cover- 
nor-Gcneral and Council do commence and take place from the date of this 
Proclamation. 

Dated in Fort William this 20th day of June 1777. 

By Order of the Honorable the Governor-General and Council. 

AGREED that the Governor-General be requested to order a Guard to 
attend upon the Sheriff during this ceremony. 

ORDERED that the Proclamation be translated into the Persian and 
Bengal languages, that it be pasted up in the usual public places and that 
copies be circulated to the Foreign Presidencies, the Provincial Councils, 
Subordinates and Commandants of each station of the army and that the 
Judges and Board of Trade be likewise furnished with copies. 

RESOLVED that the Governor-General be requested to notify this 
change in the Government of this Presidency to all the Country Powers in 
the usual manner. 

THE Commandants of Stations to be informed that they are to trans- 
mit their returns to the Governor-General till a successor to the Commander- 
in-Chief be appointed from the Court of Directors. 

THE Governor-General lays before the Board the following letters, 
which he has just now received. 
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To Lieut.-Genl. John Clavering. 

Sir, 

The Governor-General in Council legally and regularly assembled has 
laid before us a letter of this date received by him at the Board from you, 
expressing that “in consequence of the letter from the Hon’ble Court of 
Directors under date the 30th October 1776 received and read yesterday in 
•‘Council, by which this Government is informed that Warren Hastings, Esq., 
“had resigned the office of Governor-Gcneral of Bengal, that the Hon'bic the 
“Court of Directors had accepted such resignation and that the vacancy 
“thereby created in the Council had been filled up by the appointment of 
“Edwd. Wheeler, Esq., nominated and appointed by the Court of Directors 
“ and approved of by His Majesty in the manner and according to the forms 
“prescribed by law, and another letter dated the 15th November 1776 from 
“Mr. Peter Mitchell, Secretary to the Hon'ble Court of Directors having also 
“been received and read yesterday in Council, in which an attested copy is 
“transmitted of the instrument under His Majesty's Sign Manual bearing 
“date the 26th day of October 1776 by which His Majesty consents to and 
“ approves of the abovementioned nomination and appointment of Edward 
“Wheeler, Esq., to the place and office of one of the Councillors of the 
“Governor-General and Council avoided by your promotion to the place 
“and office of Governor-General, you in virtue of the right and authority 
“now by law vested in you, require that he will be pleased to surrender to 
“you the keys of Fort William, and of the Company's Treasuries now in his 
“possession." 

“That you will be at the Council House at twelve o’clock this day, 
“where you understand it has been usual for the former Governors of this 
“Presidency to surrender the keys to their successors, but if it should not 
“be agreeable to him, to meet you there, that you leave it in his option to 
“take any other suitable method of complying with this requisition, that he 
“may prefer, provided that it be done in the course of the present day.'* 

In answer to which we have thought incumbent on us to inform you thart 
we know of no act or instrument, by which the place and offices of Mr. 
Warren Hastings as Governor-General are vacated, nor by which they have 
actually devolved on you, and that we are resolved to assert and maintain 
by every legal means the authority and trust which have been reposed in 
him by the Thirteenth Act of his present Majesty entitled “ An Act for 
establishing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of 
the East India Company as well in India as in Europe," and by a deed of 
Government under the hands of the Hon'ble the Court of Directors, and the 
seal of the United East India Company until the same shall be avoided by 
his resignation or death, or by the express command of His Majesty, His 
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Heirs and Successors, without which it is declared that he shall not br 
removeable. 

We have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 

Rkvenue Dept., r Wakren Hastings. 

2oth June 1777. b Richakd Bakvvele. 


THE GOVERNOR acquaints the Board, that havinj^ sent a similar letter 
to that first entered on this day’s Proeeedinjr.s to Mr. Suininn*, the Secretary 
to the Board of Revenue, directing* him to summon a meeting of the Council 
in that department at one o’clock tliis day, and to require the Roy Royan to 
give his attendance as usual, he has received the following answer from him : — 

To Lieut.-Geni.. Clavering. 

Sir, 

Having been honored with the receipt of your commands of this 
date at the Bocird, I am commanded by Warren Hastings, Ksej., Governor- 
General, and Richard Bar well, Esq., to write you in reply, that the Governor- 
General and Mr. Harwell being met in Council, in consequence of the 
summons regularly issued for that purpose by the Governor-General, as 
being the majority of the Council require your attendance in virtue of 
that authority. 

Revenue Dept., I have the honor to remrdu, iSce., 

20th June 1777. (Sigiual). RlCllO. Sumnkk, 

Secretary , 

THh> Assistant Secretary reports to the Board, that having taken the 
above Proclamation to the Persian 'franslator’s offiee to be translated 
according to the orders of the Board, the Persian 'Translator refused to 
translate it, without written orders for that purpose, from tlu* Governor- 
General and Council. 

ORDERED that the Persian Translator be immediately requinul to 
attend. 

THE Persian Translator attending, is asked if h<i rt^fused to translar-^ 
the above-mentioned Proclamation, and replies that he did. as he thought 
it necessary to be furnished with a formal order from the Governor-CitMieral 
and C'ouncil for his authority. Having been allowed to peruse the para- 
graphs of the General Letter from the Court of Directors and the copy ot 
the instrument signed by the King, he says tliat he thinks it appears by 
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tliese documents, that tlie Court of Directors did intend to appoint General 
Clavering Governor-General, but that he is not satisfied that such appoint - 
merit has yet taken place. 

'rHK SECKE'CARY lays before the Board the following letters which 
he has received this instant: — 


To Jas. Ph. Aukiol, Esq., 



Secretary to the CounciLGcneral , 


We direct you not to issue any summons for the meeting of Council 
but by the authority of Warren Hastings, Esq., the Governor-General, nor 
any orders nor directions to any person or persons whatsoever, without 
the 1( gal authority of tiu; said Governor-General or the majority of the 
Council so assembled. 


We are, 


Revknue Dept., 
20lh June 1777. 


Your most obedt. servants. 


(Signed). | 


Warren Hastings. 
Richard Bahwell. 


To Jas. Pr. Auriol, Esq., 

Secretary to the CounciLGeneral . 

Sir, 

1 am ordered by the Governor-General and Council to require that you 
will send immediately the despatches from Europe received yesterday, and 
read and recorded in the Proceedings of your department. 

I am, Sir, 

Fort William, Your most obedt. hble servant. 


20th June 1777. (Signed). RiCHD. SuMNER, 

Secretary, 

THE SECRETARY also lays before the Board his answers to these 
letters iwhich he prepared according to their orders and approbation as 
follows : — 

To the Hon'ble Wahren HASTINGS and to RiCHD. Barwell, EsQS. 

Gentlemen, 

1 have this instant been honoured with your commands not to issue 
any summons for the meeting of Council but by the authority of Warren 
Hastings, Esq., the Governor-General, nor any orders nor directions to any 
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person or persons whatsoever, without the legal authority of the said 
Qovernor-General, or the majority of Council, so assembled, I beg leave 
to acquaint you that previous to the receipt of these rommands, I had 
issued summons to Mr. Harwell and Mr. hVancis to meet General Clavering 
in Council, in consequence of directions which 1 received from him tiiis 
morning, requiring me to issue them in Ins name as Governor-General. 

I teike the liberty to enclose a copy of General Clavering’s letter to 
me on this occasion, which, I hope, will be sufficient to justify my conduct 
in your opinion, for although I had seen the General Letters referred to by 
General Clavering, I could not presume for my own part to form any judg- 
ment on the facts which he has collectecl from tliem. I therefore thought 
it my duty to comply with his desires 


Fr. W ILLIAM, 
20th June 1777. 


1 have the honour to b(', etc., 

(Signed) J. l\ AuR lOl., 

See ref ary. 


To Richd. Sumner, Ksy. 


Sir, 

I have this instant received your application for the Dispatches from 
Europe received yesterday. In answer to which I am to acquaint you, they 
are in the possession of General Clavering to whom 1 delivered them this 
morning in consc(|ucnce of liis requisition. 

J am, &c., 

20th June 1777. (Signed). Jas. Pr. Aukiol, 

See ref ary. 

Mr. HARWELL comes into the Council Room. 

BEING questioned whetlier he meant to take his phice, lie declined 
giving any answer. It is necessary to record that he made a demand as a 
member of tlie Council for the letters and papers received yesterday from 
the Court of Directors and being told they could not he spared from ihe 
Hoard after repeating his demand in different questions to the same import 
he withdrew’. 

THE SECRETARY lays before the Hoard another letter to him from the 
Secretary to the Revenue Department as follows : — 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Hon'ble Warren Hastings, Esq,. Governor-General, 
etc. Council again to make application to you for the original letters and 
papers received yesterday from the Court of Directors, and to acquaint 
you that if they are in the possession of any Member of the Board, you are 
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required to demand them from him, informing him that the Qovernor-Getteral 
wishes to submit them to the Judges of jthe Supreme Court for their opinion 
upon them by which it is his determination' to abide, and the Chief Justice 
and three other Judges are accordingly assembled at the Coiihcil House in 
this department for that purpose. 

1 am, 

Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Revenue Dept., (Signed). RicHo. Sumner, 

2oth June 1777. Secretary. 

ORDERED that the following reply be sent to him : — 

To Richd. Sumner, Esq., 

Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 

Sir. 

In reply to your further application for the original letters and papers 
received yesterday from the Court of Directors, I am ordered by General 
Clavering as Governor-General, and Mr. Francis to desires that you will be 
pleased to inform the Judges, that they are now preparing an address to 
them, with respect to the conduct they have pursued, since the receipt of the 
above letters which they conceive have divested Mr. Hastings of the office 
of Governor-General, and that it is their intention to send them all the 
letters and papers as soon as this letter to the Judges can be finished, which 
w ill be in a couple of hours. They hope, therefore, that the Judges will be 
pleased to determine among themselves at what place and hour in the course 
of this evening that they will receive the above papers and take them into their 
serious consideration, without the presence of any member of the late or 
present administration. 

I am, &c., 

20th June 1777. (Signed). J. P. AURIOL, 

Secretary, 

THE BOARD taking into mature consideration the above letter from 
Mr. Hastings and Mr. Barvvell RESOLVE to make the following address to 
His Majesty’s Judges of the Supreme Court. 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

We have the honour to inform you that a packet arrived yesterday from 
the Court of Directors addressed to the Governor-General and Council con- 
taining the enclosed postscript dated 30th October 1776, to their General 
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Letter of the 25th of the same month, with sundry other papers relative to 
•the resignation of Mr. Hastings of the office of Governor-General and of the 
nomination and appointment of Mr. Wheeler to the seat in the Council 
avoided by the resignation of Mr. Hastings and consequent promotion of 
General Clavering to the place and office of Governor-General. 

We have also the honour to inform you that a letter was received yester- 
day from the Secretary to the Court of Directors dated the 15111 November 
last, in which the enclosed attested copy is transmitted of an instrument 
under His Majesty^s Sign Manual, dated the 26th October by which His Majesty 
consents to, approves and confirms, the above-mentioned nomination and 
appointment of Mr. Wheeler. These several papers were read yesterday in 
Council, and as soon as they were read the Council broke up, though irregularly 
as we conceive the surrender of the Chair and of the keys of the Fort should 
have been immediately made to General Clavering. 

Considerations of respect to Mr. Hastings induced General Clavering to 
wait a reasonable time for the formal surrender of the Government to him, 
but Mr. Hastings having made no communication whatever to General Claver- 
ing before 10 o^clock this morning, the General thought it incumbent upon 
him to send a formal requisition in writing to Mr. Hastings of the keys of 
the New Fort and of the Treasuries. In answer to this requisition, he has 
received a letter, signed by Mr. Hastings and Mr. Harwell in which they say, 
they know of no act or instrument by which the place and office of ‘Warren 
Hastings, as Governor-General, are vacated, nor by which they have actually 
devolved upon General Clavering, and that they are resolved to assert and 
maintain by every legal means, the authority and trusts which have been 
reposed in Mr. Hastings by the 13th Act of His present Majesty. 

Before the receipt of this letter General Clavering had ordered the 
Secretary to the Council to issue a summons to Mr. Barw^ell and Mr. Francis 
to meet him in Council this day for the special purpose of issuing the neces- 
sary directions for proclaiming the change in the Government, and for issuing 
such other orders and directions as might be necessary thereupon. Mr. 
Francis complied with the summons issued in the name of General Clavering 
as Governor-General who ifpon the meeting of the Board at 1 1 o’clock this 
day took the oaths as Governor-General. Other Orders preparatory to the 
Proclamation were then directed to be made out, but no act of Government 
(las yet issued from us as a Board. 

In this situation the representation of which will, we doubt not, fill you 
with the greatest surprise and alarm, we have thought it prudent and 
necessary to state the foregoing facts to you, We would not be understood 
to submit any doubts to you concerning the lawful promotion of General 
Clavering to the Chair, since we ourselves entertain none. But when we 
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consider the fatal consequences that must unavoidably attend a claim, and 
actual assumption of the Government by the Member of Council next in 
succession to Mr, Hastings and a positive refusal of Mr. Hastings to surren- 
d{!r the place and oHicc of Governor-General, which we conceive the letter 
signed by him and Mr. Rarvvell does amount to, which letter we have the 
honour to enclose to you, we are content to recede thus {torn in the on^rinal) 
from the strict rights vested in us, as a majority of the present administra- 
tion, rather than hazard any of those consequences in the hope that by an 
appeal to your judgment and authority it may be possible to prevent them. 
We beg leave to enclose to you all the papers received yesterday and request 
that when you shall have formed your opinion upon them, they may be 
returned to General Clavering. 

We have the honour, &c., 


20th June 1777. 


Signed. 


J. Calvkking. 
P. Krancis. 


RESOLVED lliat all the orders minuted in this day's Proceeding be 
suspended for the present. 

Ai^pendix to Consultation 2orH June 1777. 

No. I. 

Letter from General 
Clavering to Mr. 

Hastings. 

date the joth of October 1776 r(!Ccived and read yesterday in Council by 
which this Government is informed that Warren Hastings, Esq., had resigned 
the office of Governor-General of Bengal, that the Hon’ble Court of Directors 
had accepted such resignation, and that the vacancy thereby created in tlu^ 
Council had been filled up by the appointment of Edward Wheeler, Esq., 
nominated and appointed by the Court of Directors, and approved by His 
Majesty in the manner and according to the forms prescribed by law; and 
another letter dated the 15th November 1776 from Mr. Peter Mitchell, 
Secretary to thiC Hon’ble Court of Directors, having also been received and 
read yesterday in Council, in which an attested copy is transmitted of the 
instrument under Hi.s Majesty's Sign Manual, bearing date the 26th day of 
October 1776 by which His Majesty consents to, and approves of the above- 
mentioned nomination and appointment of Edward Wheeler, Esq., to the 
place and office of one of the Councillors of the Governor-General and Council 
avoided by iny promotion to the place and Office of Governor-General, 1 am, 
Sir, in virtue of the right and authority now by law vested in me, to 
require that you will be pleased to surrender to me the keys of Fort William 
and of the Company’s Treasuries now in your possession. 


To Warren Hastings, Esq. 

Sir, 

In conse(|Ucnce of the letter from the Honble Court of Directors under 
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I shall be at the Council House at 12 o’clock this clay where I under- 
• stand it has been usual for the former Governorb of this Presidency to 
surrender the keys to their successors, but if it should be disagreeable to you 
to meet me there, 1 leave it to your option to take any other suitable method 
of complying with this requisition that you may prefer provided it be done in 
the course of the present day. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Fort William, Your most obedient and most humble'servaiit, 

20th June 1777. (Signed). J. Clavkrixc;. 

To Lieut.-Gknl. John Clavering and Philip Francis, Ksq. 
Gen'ilemh:n, 

. No. 2 

[fiter from the We are honoured with the favour of yours of this day, informing us of the 

t^^GeVir^iaveHng ‘'arrival of a packet from the Court of Directors, and enclosing several papers 

and Mr. Francis, endorsed in the following manner : — fNo. i) Copy of the Postscript of a General 
dated 20th June ^ 1 

remved early in Letter from the Court of Directors dated 3t)th October 1776: (No. 2) Mr. 
thi Maclean’s Letter to the Court of Directors dated the 10th October 1 776 : 

(No 3) A Memorial and Petition to His Majesty : (No. 4) Lord Viscount 
VWymouth’s Letter to the Court of Directors dated 251)1 October 1776: 
(No. 5) Commission to Edward Wheeler, hN(p, as one of the Council in 
Bengal : (No. 6) His Majesty’s approval of Mr. Wheeler as one of the Council 
in Bengal ; (No. 7) A Copy of a Letter from Mr. Hastings and .Mr. Barwtdl 
to General Clavering. You also ac(jiiaint us with your Proceedings you had 
thereupon with the formal retjuisition madt! to Mr. Hastings by General 
Clavering of the keys of the New Fort and of the rreasiuies with the answer of 
Mr. Hastings and Mr. Barwell thereto, and with your proceedings of this day. 

The representation which you make to us (ills us as you suppose it 
would, with the greatest surprise and alarm, though they are in some measure 
abated by your notitication that no act had issued from you as a Board. We 
shall be much rejoiced if your appeal to our judgment and authority shall 
prevent the ill consequences of which you are apprelninsive. 

Upon mature consideration of the papers submitted to us by you we are 
unanimously, clearly and decidedly of opinion that the place and ollicti of 
Governor-General of this Presidency has not yet been vacated by 
Mr. Hastings, and that the actual assumption of the (lovernmcnt by the 
Member of Council next in succession to Mr. Hastings in consequence of any 
deductions which can be made from the papers by you communicated to us 
would be absolutely illegal for the following reasons : — 

1st, — Because the office of Governor-General was conferred on iMr. 
Hastings by Act of Parliament and according to the terms of that Act can 
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only be vacated by death, removal or resignation. That Mr. Hastings is 
not dead, is a notorious fact; no intention is manifested or act done by 
the Directors tending to his removal, and we are firmly of opinion that he 
liath not actually resigned. 

2nd. — Colonel Macl<^an\s letter the only instrument by which Mr. 
Hastings can by any one be conceived to have relinquished his office is in 
fact no resignation, hut a notification of the Governor-Generars desire to 
resign, and can nt the utmost only be construed into an engagement on 
the part of Mr. Maclean that Mr. Hastings will resign. His words are 
speaking of Mr. Hastings. He has authorized, empowered and directed 
me to signify to you his fh\sire to resign his office of Governor-Gentrral 
of Bengal and to request your nomination of a successor to the vacancy 
which 'ivill be thereby occasioned in the Supreme Council.” Hc^ neither 
asserts himself to be authorized, nor <Ioes he take upon him in fact to 
make any actual resignation He only intimates an intention of the 
(jovernor to take place in future, he does not request a nomination of a 
successor to a vacancy which he had by his letter effected, hut to that 
^^hich would in future be occasioned by Mr. Hastings’ carrying his intent 
into execution, and actually resigning. 

3rd. — 'Fhe Directors by the postscript to their (jeneral f^ettt^r do not 
treat the act of Mr. Maclean as the resignation of Mr. Hastings. Tliey 
recite it only as a signification of Mr. Hastings’ desire to resign. Nor do they 
consider a vacancy as at that time existing in the Council. Their words 
are ” that they did nominate and appoint Edward Wheeler, l^sq., to 
succeed to the office in the Council of Fort William which would become 
vacant'' (not zvhich is or hath become vacant) by the resignation of 
Mr. Hastings, vvliich in another part of the sariui postscript they say, ** they 
have unanimously resolved to accept,” intending thereby to accept it when 
it should be made. 

4th. — That this and no other could be their intention is evinced beyond 
the possibility of a doubt by their memorial and petition to the King in 
which they intimate to His Majesty that Mr. Hastings has caused notice to 
be given to them of his desire to resign, not of his resignation. So far were 
they from esteeming it an actual resignation that in the very next sentence 
they expressly call it a proposed resignation. Their words are these, 
taking the said proposed resignation into consideration, they have 
nominated and appointed Edward Wheeler, Esq., to succeed to the said 
office in the said Council which zvill become vacant by the said resigna- 
tion,^^ The words which immediately follow, ” if such nomination shall be 
approved of by Your Majesty,” must be referred to the nomination and 
appointment which they say have been made, for to the validity of such 
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nomination and appointment the King’s approbation is rcMjuired by law, but 
cannot possibly relate to the intended resignation on whi( h it could have 
no effect. Without His Majesty’s consent the Directors could not effectually 
appoint, but without His Majesty’s consent Mr. 1 fastings could resign. The 
construction does not depend upon the recital alone. The very prayer of 
the petition is that they may appoint in succession to an office which is 
to become vacant in future by the resignation of Mr. Hastings and proves 
that we have rightly applied the words ‘‘ if such nomination shall 
approved of by Your Majesty.” The words of the prayer are these, ** V(^ur 
“ Petitioners therefore most humbly pray that Your Majesty will be pleased 
to signify such consent by Your Majesty’s Sign Manual as by the said 
Act is required that the said Kdvvard Wheeh^r may be appointed to succeed 
“ to the office which will become vacant in the said Council by the afore- 
said resignation of the said Warren Hastings.” 

3th. — That Mr. Wheeler was not appointed to a vacancy ifien actually 
made was certainly understood by His Majesty’s Secretary of State as w'ed 
as by the Company, fie likewise calls it a succession to an office which 
will become vacant and recognizes Mr. Hastings as Ciovernor-(}eneral at 
a time suVisequent to the supposed resignation. His words are, “The King 
has been graciously pleased to approve of your nomination of Edward 
“ Wheeler, Esq., to succeed to the office whicli rr'/// become xnicajii in t-’ie 
“ Prt*sidency of Fort William in Bengal in consequence of tht^ resignation 
of Warren Hastings, Esq., Governor-General.” 

6tli. — The Commission to Mr. Wheeler is not Iramed with any idea of 
his being appointed to an office then actually vacant. That instrument 
like^^ ise recites simply the desire, not the resignation of Mr. I fastings. 7'hat 
resignation and its consequences are plainly considered as future events. 
Mr. Wheeler’s exercise of his functions, and receipt of his salary, are not to 
commence from the date of the instrument from the delivery of Mr. Mat lean’s 
letter to the Directors, from the notification thereof in Bengal, or from Mr. 
Wheeler's arrival in Calcutta, but from that future time when the office of 
one of the Council of this Presidency shall become vacant by Mr. Hastings’s 
resignation. The respective successions of General Clavering to the office 
of Governor-General, and of Colonel Monson, Mr. Barwell, and Mr. Francis 
to become the three Senior Members of the Council are not considered as 
having actually taken place but as future con.sequences of a future resigna- 
tion. In speaking of the appointment of Mr. Wheeler their words are these : 

Now know ye that we considering it to be expedient that the office of tlie 
“ said Council which will become vacant by the aforesaid resignation of the 
said Warren Hastings should be filled up ami supplied as soon as may be 
and reposing especial trust and confidence in the fidelty, prudence, justice 
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“ and circumspection of Kdward Wheeler, Esq., have nominated and appoint- 
“ cd and by these presents do (pursuant to the power vested in us as 
“ Directors of the said United Company in ai)d by the said reciteil Act of 
“ Parliament) nominate, appoint the said Edward Wheeler to be one of the 
"Council of the said Presidency of Fort William in Bengal to take upon 
" him, hold and enjoy the said ofiice with the salary thereto belonging from 
and immediately after the said office of one of the Council of the said 
" Pre^idency of Bengal shall become v^acant by the said resignation of the 
"said Warien Hastings.” They recite the successions necessarily consequent 
on the resignation whicJi they invariably consider as an act not done but to be 
done in the following words ; “ And whereas upon such resignation of the said 
" Warren Hastings as aforesaid, the said Jolin Clavering, according to the 
" directions of the said recited Act of Parliament re/// succeed to the said 
‘office of (jovei nor-(jeneral, and the said George Monson, Richard Harwell 
" and Philip Francis will thereupon become the three Senior Members of the 
" said Council, &c.” It is true that in His Majesty\s approbation of this 
appointment tins expressioii is used, “ The place and office of one of the 
"Councillors is said to be avoided^** but this is no averment of the fact, 
which a comparison of all the papers before us proves not to have existed, 
and had such a fact been erroneously averred, the misrepresentation thereof 
to His Majesty would not in law have vacated the office. ICven Letters 
Patent under the great Seal are void where by a false recital of facts, His 
Majesty has been deceived. His Majesty\s Sign Manual could only be meant 
to give a sanction to such appointment of Mr. Wheeler as the Directors had 
actually made, and that appears to us to be only a provisional nomination to 
an ofiice wbicli is to be enjoyed on a future contingency. 

d'he consideration of this instrument under the Sign Manual naturally 
leads us to a remark on the notion, if any such notion can have been 
conceived, that the ofiice in (piestion is vacant by removal. It most clearly 
proves that His Majesty lu ither consented to nor had in contemplation any 
idea of a removal. Of this \ve have not the smallest doubt. It recites that 
the office is said to he avoided. 'Vo the idea of removal from any ofiice it is 
necessary that the person to be removed should be in possession of it, and His 
Majesty's consent to tlie appointment of Mr. Wheeler contains a contrary 
though erroneous supposition that Mr. Hastings was not in possession. 

7th. — Besides the papers which you have done us the honour to lay before 
us for our opinion the Governor-General and Mr. Barvvell have been pleased 
to communicate to us the Minutes of their Proceedings at a Revenue Board 
assembled this morning and also a copy of a deed under the seal of the 
Company dated on the 25th March 1774 whereby they confer on Mr. 
Hastings the command of the Fort and Garrison of Fort William and of all 
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forces employed in the town of Calcutta. Of the Revenue Board it is almost 
unnecessary to say that the Proceedings of this morning must be legal if our 
opinion concerning the Governor-Generars right of possession be not 
erroneous. The Military Commission there would be no occasion to mention, 
if it were not for an additional argument it affords to show that the Court of 
Directors could not have considered Mr. Hastings as out of office and 
General Clavering as then in possession of the (iovernrnent. For since the 
Presidents of Fort William formerly, and the prt scmt Gov^ernor-General have 
constantly and uniformly received some Military Commission at their 
appointments or successions to their respective offices, and since the 
military command conferred on General Clavering by the I\a>t India Com- 
pany in the year 1774 must have been supposed by th() Court of Directors to 
have devolved on Colonel Monson, if they ha<l considered General Clavering 
as then pronioled to tlu.^ oOice of Goverrnor-Genei al, it is rt asonabh* to believe 
that if no such commission has been sent to (jt'rnu'al Clave ring it wa'< 
omitted only l>ecause he was not supposed to he (jov'ernor. 

Another argument which strikes us most forcibly is that the Court of 
Directors aided as they are by the best legal advice must ha\c known tliat il 
Mr. Hastings had in October last vat aled his oftice of Governor-General, he 
could have had no legal voice in the Council h(‘re and that every a('t done by 
th(^ Governor-General and Council from that lime to the prestmt to which he 
was a party might be ilh'gal or at least highly questionable. .As llu; Court of 
Directors must have, supposed liim acting in C'oiincil all that time, wa' cannot 
l)elievc that they would have accepted a resignation to take place on the 
delivery of Mr. Maclean’s letter, which might involve both the properly of 
many individuals and their own affairs in the utmost confusion. 

We have given tlui papers and subject a consideration which has taken 
up several hours, wisliing to deliver .such an opinion as from the reasoning 
of it, not from its authority, might claim weight suflieient to prevent the fatal 
consequences of a divided Government, but ilo assure you that nonc^ of the 
time hath been takeii up in settling a difference of opinion \ there is not one 
point in which from the first to the last, we have not entirely concurred. We 
transmit it in strong hopes that it may have that effect, the consideration 
of which could only have led us to deliver any opinion at all and most 
ardently praying to God that it may avert tlie mischiefs which seem to impend 
over the East India Company and this country. 

We have the honour to be^ 

Your most obedient and very humble servants, 


Fort William, 
Friday, 20th June 1777* 


(Signed). 


'E. Impey. 

Robt. Chambers. 
^ S. C. LkMaistre. 
^JOHN Hyde. 
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P.S . — Herewith according to your desire we return the papers commu- 
nicated to us. 

'I'o Sik Klijah Impev, Knight, Chief Justice. 

No 3 Robert Chambers. 1 

S. C. LeMAISTRE. t 

Francis to the 4 ture. 

Chief Justice, Kr. and John H vde. j 

Hon’blk Sirs. 

VVe arc to acknowledge the honor of your letter dated last night and 
to return you our thanks for the trouble you have taken in considering the 
papers which vve took the liberty of transmitting to you and for the explicit 
opinion with which you have favored us thereupon. 

Having appealed to your judgment and authority we do not hesitate 
to acquiesce in your unanimous, clear and decided opinion upon the subject 
of that appeal, and we think it incumbent on us to give you the earliest 
information of our intentions in this respect that you may be at once relieved 
from any apprehension which a doubt on this point might suggest to you. 

In order to clear and defend as far as may be the several stc!p^ taken 
by us yestf'rday and not with any view of pursuing those steps or of 
controverting tin; arguments contained in your letter, \vi' shall lake an 
early opportunity of stating to you the grounds and reasons on wliich our 
opinion was founded, that the oftice of Governor-General had both in right 
and fact devolved to lieneral Clavering and we trust that whether they 
may be sullicient or not to impress on the minds of others the same con- 
viction \vhich they have left on ours, they will appear to have sonn* w'eight 
and to deserve some degree of consideration. 

We have ti;:j honor to be, 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

Your most obedient and most humble servants, 

Fort William, r J- Clavrring. 

(Signed). J 

2i.st June 1777. rr*- 1 'RANCI.S 


N<> 4 To The Hon’ble Warrf.n Hastings, Esquire &c., &c., &c. 

Lettc-r frotn Geriicral 
Clavering and Mr. 

enclosing already apprised of our intentions to address a letUrr to the 

Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature on the subject of the Dispatches 
received on Thursday last from the Hon'ble Court of Directors. A copy of 
that letter is in the hands of the Secretary who will lay it before you. 

We have this morning received an answer from the Judges of the 
contents of wliich we take for granted you are duly apprised by themselves. 
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We have now the honor to enclose to you a copy of our reply to the 
Judges that you might have the earliest information of our intention to 
acquiesce in their opinion on the subject of our appeal to their judgment 
and authority. 

We have the honor to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servants, 


etter ^rom General 
Clavcrin^and Mr. 
Francis to the 
Judges. 


Calcutta, 
2ist June 1777. 


(Signed). 


e: 


"J. Clavering. 
Francis. 
Fort William, 23d June 1777. 


To Sir Elijah Imply, Knight, Chief Justice. 


Robert Chambers. 
S. C. Lemaisire. 
and John Hyde. 


Esqs., Judges of the Supn^me Court of Judica- 
ture. 


Hon’ble Sirs, 

In our letter of the 21st instant we had the honour of informing you 
that we should take an early opportunity of stating to you the grounds and 
reasons on which our opinion was founded that the office of Governor- 
General had both in right and fact devolved to General Clavering. 

We now beg leave to enclose to you a copy of a paper which we have 
drawn up for this purpose and which our justification will oblige us to make 
as public as we understand the decision has been which you gave against us 

We request that you will consider the arguments stated in this paper 
with the {sic) candour and allowance due to men unversed in the study of the 
laws and unassisted with any advice whatsoever. A question is now in 
agitation more interesting to us than any that could affect our lives or 
fortunes. We shall possibly be accused of liaving wilfully violated the laws 
of our country, conviction upon such a charge would be in our minds the 
loss of character and honor for ever. Next to a strict adherence to the 
law itself it i.s our earnest wish to guide our steps by the rules laid down to 
us by those persons who. not less by their great learning than high station, 
are the interpreters of the law. 

If any thing we have urged in the enclosed paper should appear to you 
to deserve consideration, we doubt not from your unquestionable candour 
and justice that you will allow it a due weight even against any part 
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of the opinion you have already expressed on the subject submitted to 
your judgment. 

We have the honor to be, 

Hon^ble Sirs, 

Your most obedient and most humble servants, 

Fort William, rj. Clavering. 

(Signed), -j 

23rd June 1777. CP. Francis. 

Minute from General Clavering and Mr, Francis, 

Prepared as we are to abide by the consequences of the several steps 
taken by us on Friday the 20th instant, and adhering to the opinion on 
which those steps were founded, notwithstanding our subsequent and imme- 
diate acquiescence in the judgment of the Chief Justice and Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, the grounds of which we do not take upon us 
to controvert, we deem it necessary for our present justification, as it may 
become our future defence, to deliver and record the reasons of our proceeding. 

We mean to state briefly the facts as they appeared before us, the 
positive law under which we act and the conclusion which we draw from 
a comparison of both. 

On Thursday the 19th instant a Dispatch was received from the Hon’ble 
Court of Directors containing a General Letter dated the 26th of October 
1776 and a po.stcript to it dated the 30th of the same month. In the postcript, 
which is signed by eighteen of the Directors, the Ilon’ble Court of Direc- 
“ tors inform us that Colonel Maclean had represented to them by letter 
''that he was authorised^ empowered and directed to signify to them the 
''desire of Mr. Hastings to resign his office of Governcr-General of Bencfal 
''and to request their nomination of a successor to the vacancy which 
'' would be thereby occasioned in the Council, that as it appeared from an 
''inspection of the powers with which Mr. Maclean was invested from Mr. 
“ Hastings and from collateral testimony that Mr. Maclean was authorized to 
“signify to them Mr. Hastings's desire to resign his office,*' they had unani- 
mously resolved to accept such resignation, that they had thereupon 
nominated and appointed Mr. Wheeler to succeed to the office in the 
Council which would become vacant thereby, and had presented a memorial 
and petition to His Majesty, praying His Majesty’s consent to such nomina- 
tion ; that the Secretary of State had signified to them that the King was 
graciously pleased to approve of their nomination, and that whatever should 
occur to them as necessary upon this alteration in the Administration 
of the Presidency of Bengal wouXd. be communicated to us by their next 
Dispatch. Copies of Mr. Maclean's letter to the Court of Directors, of their 
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memorial and petition to the King, and of the letters they received from 
the Secretary of State, are annexed to the postcript. 

On the 19th instant a letter was also received from the Secretary of 
the Court of Directors dated the 15th of November last, enclosing an 
attested copy of an instrument under the King’s Sign Manual, by which 
His Majesty consents to^ approves and confirms the nomination and appoint- 
ment of Mr. Wheeler to the place and office of Councillor said to bt* avoided 
by the promotion of yohn Claveringy Esq., to the place and office of Gover-- 
nor-General. 

On the 16th instant a second letter was also receivcnl from the Secretary 
of the Court of Directors dated the 26t!i November and a third dated the 
28th November, by which we are advised of a ballot of I he Proprietors of 
East India Stock, which had taken place on the 26th in consequent e of 
certain Proceedings of a General Court h« Id the jolh of the same month. 
By those Proceedings and by tlie terms of the tpieslion on which a ballot 
was demanded it appears that a doubt had been started by some of the 
F^roprietors concerning the validity of Mr. Hastings’s resignation, d'he words 
of the qiK'stion are a.s follow : — 

That Mr. Hastings has signified to the Court of Din ctors Ins wisli to 
resign, and, as in consequence of such resignation a vacancy will bti occa- 
sioned in the Council at Fort William in Btmgal, it was proper to have the 
number completed b}^ a new appointment. This tjueslion was carried in 
the affirmative by 318 votes against 63. 

Wc did not for ourselves conceive that tlie facts stateal in the sttveral 
letters and papers before us, left room for any (]uestion concerning the 
actual vacancy of the office of (jovernor-Genoral, nor of cour.se of Gem.^ral 
(Wavering’s instant right to succee<l to it. But since such a (picstion has not 
only been raised, but a decision in fact given upon it which we presume has 
encouraged Mr. Hastings to redain pt)sst\ssion of the office of Governor- 
General, and Mr. Barwell to (. oncur with ami support him in it, we beg 
leave to declare the reasons on whicli our conviction is founded, that the 
refusal of Mr. Hastings to .surrender the place and office of Govei iior-General 
to (joneral Clav(n*ing is not warranted by law. The <.|uestion as we conceivt* 
is strictly this, whether the several acts done in England lirst l;y Mr. Maclean 
in consequence of certain powers vested in liini by Mr. Flastings and 
i)LSpccted and admitted by the Court of Dirctors, “secondly by the Court of 
‘Directors tliemselves, and lastly by His Majesty’* do prove and establish the 
absolute resignation of Mr. Hastings to bo completed instantly on the 
receipt of the advices from England, or whether they imply nothing but the 
consent of the Court of Directors to an intended resignation to be 
completed at whatever time he should think fit to carry his supposed 
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intentions into execution. This question can only be decided by an 
appeal to that part of the Act of the 1 3 th of his present Majesty in which the 
case of the avoidance of the office of Governor-General is particularly noticed 
and provided for. The words of the law are as follow:-— 

“ In case of the avoidance of the Office of such Governor-General by 
“ Death, Resignation or Removal, his Place shall during the remainder of the 
“Term aforesaid as often as the case shall happen be supplied by the Person 
of the Council who stands next in Rank to such Governor-General, and in 
case of the Death, Removal, Resignation or Promotion of any of the said 
Council, the Directors of the said united Company arc hereby empowered for 
and during the remainder of the said Term of five Years to nominate and 
appoint by and with the consent of His Majesty, His Heirs and Successors to 
be signified under his or their Sign Manual a Person to succeed to the Office 
so become vacant in the said Council.*’ 

In order not to embarrass the question with superfluous matter we admit 
that the office of Governor-Gc!neral is not vacated by the death or removal of 
Mr. Hastings. Supposing removal to mean dismission, we confine ourselves to 
his resignation, by which we affirm that such office is now positively vacated. 
The law makes no provision for an intended or conditional resignation. It does 
not suppose such a case directly or indirectly. It empowers the Court of Direc- 
tors and His Majesty to perform certain acts, in consequence of a resignation 
and those acts hav(i been p(‘rformed. If after the performance of such acts, the 
resignation were still understood to be optional in the Governor-General, it 
would follow that th(i operation of the acts [)rescribed to be done by the 
Court of Directors and by His Majesty might bo suspended indelinitely or 
totally defeated; and if such a case had been in the contemplation of the 
Legislature the)’ would undoubtedly have considered the situation of the 
appointed successor on his arrival in Bengal, and w^uld have provided for 
it. They would not have empowered the Court of Directors to appoint a 
successor to a place, whenever the disposal of it might fall into their hands, 
by the resignation of the incumbent; or His Majesty to consent to 
such an appointment by an instrume’’»t under his Sign Manual, if such 
solemn and important acts might be rendered vain and nugatory by the 
incumbent’s retracting his resignation or deferring the execution of it to 
any period determinable by his own pleasure. The case at least would have 
been supposed and provided for by the Legislature %vhich 7ve affirm has 7iot 
been done^ And if it had been done so, a concurrence of similar cases must 
also have been supposed, as we believe would rather have been provided for 
by the penalties due to the grossest imposition, than by any direct or con- 
structive favor to the persons guilty of it. The case we allude to is this. It 
might have happened that not only the Governor-General but every other 
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Member of the Council might have empowered their agents in England to 
signify to the Court of Directors, their desire to resign their respective 
offices, that the Court of Directors should thereupon have appointed another 
Governor-General and four Councillors, that such new appointments should 
have been confirmed by His Majesty’s Sign Manual in the live several instances, 
that the persons so appointed should immediately on the receipt of their 
appointments have embarked for Bengal, that on their arrival here the 
Governor and Council in possession should declare that their supposed resig- 
nation was intended or conditional, but not absolute, and tliat it depended on 
their own discretion at what time they would surrender their respective 
places to their successors. The same doctrine which is understood to justify 
Mr. Hastings’s present conduct would equally justify the whole Council in 
the case supposed. I'he absurdity of the supposition is too glaring to 
require or admit of illustration. 

If the meaning of the law be such as we understand it, it couUl not as 
we presume be weakened, altered or qualilied by any terms made use of by 
the Court of Directors in their letter to us or in the form of the instrufuents 
drawn up by them or even in the form of the Royal Sign Manual, supposing 
such terms to imply an intention to do some act different from that act 
alone which the law empowers them to do, and if the contrary were main- 
tained, it might follow that the terms used in drawing up legal instruments 
might totally alter the positive provision made by the law and defeat the 
intention of the Legislature, and this might be done at the pleasure or by tlie 
mistake of the persons empowered to draw up such instruments, but we do 
not admit that such a supposition of any difference whatsoever between the 
true meaning of the law and the intention of the Court of Directors is 
warranted by the terms made use of in all or any of the papers or instru- 
ments now" in question. 

First then we take it for granted that Mr. Maclean was empowered 
to signify to the Court of Directors the de!sire of Mr. Hastings to resign 
his office, because the Directors wdio alone are the competent judges of 
that point, so far as it relates to the present question, tell us that had 

inspected his poivers and had thereupon unanimously resolvjd to accept the 
resignation. It wall rest with Mr. Maclean and the Court of Directors to 
answer for their conduct, if either he has acted wdihout powders, or they liave 
accepted the resignation without sufficient evidence of his possessing such 
powers. In the question to be decided here, Mr. Maclean’s letter is of 
no consequence whatsoever. It is true the Court of Directors speak of the 
vacancy arising from this resignation in the future tense. But it is equally 
true that they speak of the resignation in the present tense, for they 
nowhere call it an intended resignation, considering the facts they could not 
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properly make use of any other form of language. They well know that Mr. 
Hastings liad not quitted Bengal, and they understood that he would contrive 
to hold and act in the odice of Governor-General, until he should be informed 
of their acceptance of his resignation, but that information could not 
probably reach him in less than six months from the day on which his 
resignation was accepted. They could not give Mr. Wheeler the immediate 
right of possession of a seat which they knew was full and must continue 
so for six months, but they did appoint him to the seat which they knew 
u'otdld be actually vacant, as soon as it might be possible for him to take 
possession of it, if not some time sooner. This we conceive to be the true 
and only sense in which all the terms whether in the Court of Directors* 
letters to us or in their memorial to His Majesty or in their Commission to 
Mr. Wheeler, which refer to a future vacancy in the Council, must be under- 
stood. 

If the words a desire to resig^i formally signified to the persons em- 
powered by law to accept such resignation and to fill up the conseejuent 
vacancy do not signify a real resignation they may be construed into any 
other sense ; they may then be understood to imply an unlimited power of 
continuing in possession. It is sufficient for us, however, that the Court of 
Directors understood the words as a real resignation and unanimously 
accepted it accordingly; unless it should he asserted that thft Court of 
Directors meant to accept an intention only which might be changed the 
next moment and reduced to nothing. But they not only accept the resigna- 
tion, but they perform those acts, which by law could only be done in 
consequence of an absolute resignation. In their memorial to the King 
they say that Warren Hastings had caused notice to be given to them of his 
desire to resign his office, and they nominate and appoint another person 
to succeed to the office which leill become vacant by the aforesaid resigna- 
tion. 

The same assertion is repeated and the same form of appointment to 
an office, which shall become vacant by the said resignation is observed in 
Mr. Wheeler*s Commission ; and admitting the resignation to be absolute in 
our sense of it, such Commission could not possibly be drawn up in any other 
form, for, if it had, it would have appointed Mr. Wheeler to a place which was 
full, and then there might have existed a Governor-General and five Coun- 
cillors for Bengal at the same moment of time. The place was full and 
continued so till Thursday last, on that day wc conceive it became vacant, 
and is or ought to be open to Mr. Wheeler. The Directors therefore speak 
with precision when they say the place will become vacant. But if such 
vacancy is to depend on Mr. Hastings's present resolutions, he may resolve 
to continue in office till the end of the five years limited by Parliament, and 
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then the place wliich the Directors say zvill become vacant, never will 
• become vacant. In the meantime a successor to Colonel Monson may arrive 
in Bengal and take his seat at the Board and Mr. Wheeler though appointed 
before him may cither be disappointed entirely or take rank umler a person 
whose appointment is later than his own. 

The shortness of time as the Court of Directors expr<‘ssly tell us would 
not then permit them to write more at large, but they promise to communicate 
to us by the next Dispatch whatever should occur to them as necessary upon 
this alteration in the Administration of this Presidency, We shall not, 
therefore, for the present dispute the force of any arguments drawn from 
their not having then been able to prepare and send out the formal Commis- 
sions to General Clavering, as Governor of the Fort, and to Colonel Monson 
as Commander-in-Chief, because^ we expect that the iirst Dispatch received 
from the Court of Directors will contain an answer of fact to all such 
arguments ; at the same time we do not mean to admit that the rights veste d 
in General Clavering by law can bo affect(‘d by any delay of the Court of 
Directors to send out those Commissions or even by their resolutions not to 
send them at all . 

We have never affirmed that Mr. Hastings did vacate his office in 
October last, much less have wc contended that any act done by the Governor- 
General and Council from that time to the present, to which he was a party, 
might be illegal or in any degree questionable. 'Jdiis is not the? question. But 
we doubt not it will hereafter be very serious one to him u ludher any acts 
done by him as (jovernor-General from the time when the C'ourt of Directors’ 
letters were received are etpially free from exception, and whetlier this whole 
transaction will not be considered by that power which alone can take 
cognizance of it, as the grossest insult to the authority of the Company of 
the Court of Directors, and of the Legislature, as well as to the dignity ol 
the King. 

Having done everything that depemled on us to assert the right, whicli 
we conceived had legally devolved on General Clavering, as far as could be 
effected without violent measures, the idea of which could ntwer present 
itself to us without honor, we shall leave it to Mr. Hastings to continue, as ho 
dcelared himself resolved, to assert and maintain the authority reposed in 
him under his appointment by Act of Parliament and to answer for it at his 
peril. 


(]. Clavering. 
(Signed). < 

(.P. Fr.\ncis. 
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Fort William, 

23r(i June 1777, 

To The Judges. 

Hon'ble Sirs, 

When we had the honor of submitting the papers received from the 
Court of Directors to your consideration we were determined to yield impli- 
citly to your decision, whatever it might be, and we understood that the 
same intention was professed by Mr. Hastings and Mr. Barweli. Accord- 
ingly on the receipt of the letter with which you favoured us, we informed 
you without the loss of a moment of our instant acquiescence and at the 
same time wrote to Mr. Hastings to acquaint him with our resolution. We 
conceived that the situation in which your decision placed us, was the same 
in which we stood before the receipt of the advices from England and we 
doubt not that you yourselves understood that this was to be the effect of 
your decision. We have now the honor to send you an exact copy of a 
letter which General Clavering has this day received from the Secretary to 
the Board of Revenue. You will perceive by this letter that the 
Board have declared the places and olTices lately held by General 
Clavering of Senior Councillor of the Presidency of Fort William and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Company's Forces in India to be vacant, but they have 
not yet communicated to either of us the Proceedings on which this extraordi- 
nary declaration is founded. We do not presume to suggest to you any 
observations on the illegality of this act. You know the tenure by which we 
hold our places under an Act of Parliament, and the means by which alone they 
can be lawfully avoided. But there are some circumstances belonging to the fact 
of which we ought to apprise you leaving it to you to consider what weight they 
may deserve. Mr, Francis, whose place is not pretended to be vacated, received 
no summons to attend the Board and did not know till very late in the day 
and then only by report that any Board had been assembled. Though entitled 
as a Member of the Council to see the Proceedings, they have not yet been 
communicated to him as usual by the Secretary, notwithstanding the extra- 
ordinary importance of the resolutions which appear to have been taken in 
his absence. It is further to be observ(?d that General Clavering^s Commis- 
sion as Commandcr-in-Chief comprehends all the Company's Forces at the 
other Presidencies, over which the Governor-General and Council of Fort 
William have no direct authority. You will judge whether such a Commission 
can be vacated in all its parts by any resolution of this Council. 

We are persuaded that the uncommon importance of this case with all 
the consequences that may attend it, will immediately engage your attention, 
and that if any means should occur to you to remedy the injustice done to 
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General Clavering, and to prevent the consequences of that injustice, as 
they may most materially affect the Public Service, at the present critical 
conjuncture, you will not be less ready to propose them on the present 
occasion than you W'ere to interpose your judgment and authority in the 
former instance at the request of Mr. Hastings and Mr. Barvvell. 

We who have already given you the strongest proof of your deference 
to your judgment and authority need hardly repeat our assurance to you 
that we shall continue to be guided by them. 

We have, &c., 


(Signed). 


Jno. Clavering. 
Philip Francis. 


No. 8. 

letter from Mr. Sec- 
retary Sumner de- 
claring General 
Clavering’s offices 
vacant* 


No. 9. 

Letter from the 
Chief Justice, etc., 
to General Claver- 
ing and Mr. Fran- 
cis enclosing num- 
ber 10. 


To Lieut.-General John Clavering. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Hon’ble the Governor-General and Council to notify 
to you that the Board have declared the places and offices lately held by you 
of Senior Councillor of the Presidency of Fort William and Commander- 
in-Chief of the Company's Forces in India to be vacant, and have directed 
me to furnish you with a complete copy of their Proceedings containing 
the grounds of the Board for the aforesaid declaration. 

I have, &c., 

Revenue Dept. ; 

Fort William, (Signed). Richd. Sumner, 

2 '^rd June 1777* Secretary. 

To General Clavering and Mr. Francis, 

Gentlemen, 

In consequence of the letter you honored us with desiring us to use 
such means as might occur to us to remedy what you complained of as an 
injustice done to General Clavering, we have endeavoured, as far as in us 
lies, to procure from the Governor-General and Council a repeal of their 
declaration of which you were informed by the letter from Mr. Sumner 
and for that purpose have transmitted to them a letter, a copy of which we 
enclose to you and beg leave to refer you for our opinion to that copy. 

Though wfe shall ever be sorry for the occasion, we shall always be happy, 
when we can reconcile disputes by which we conceive the public peace 
and good order of Government may be affected. 

We have the honour, &c., 


Fort William, 
34M June iTJT- 


(Signed). 


fE. Impey. 

J Rt. Chambers. 

I S. E. Lemaistre. 
Hyde. 


7 
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No. 10. 

ettor from the 
Chief Justice, etc., 
to the Governor- 
General and Conn 

•il. 


No. II. 

Letter from Mr. Has- 
tings and Mr. Bar- 
well to General 
Clavering and Mr. 
Francis. 


To THE IIon’ble Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Governor ‘General and Gentlemen of the Council, 

}^on’l)Ie Sir & Sirs, 

l^'irly this morning we n*reivt‘(l a letter from Genenil Clavering and 
Mr. Francis, informing us of your resolution of yesterday that the places 
and offices held by General Clavering of Senior Councillor of the Presidency 
of Fort William and Commander-in-Chief of the Company’s Forces in India 
wtTe vacant, and desiring us to point out any means that might occur to 
us to remedy that which titey conceived to he an iujiistice done to General 
Clavering. We assure ourselves that the uncommon importance of this 
case with all its pos.sible consequences will sufficiently apologize for our 
immediate interference by our opinion and advice, and we venture to hope 
that although we hav(‘ received no application from you, yet as on a late 
important occasion General Clavering and Mr. Francis acquiesced impli- 
citly in our opinion given at your desire, we may be honored with equal 
attention, on your part, when at their request we deliver our sentiments 
on an event, which wc consider as part of the same transaction. 

We cannot be of opinion (except perhaps in the case of legal convic- 
tion of certain crimes) that your Hon’ble Board can by its authority, 
eith(‘r remove any Member from the Council or declare his seat to be 
vacant. The advic(i which upon this occasion we wish to submit to you 
is that you would recede from putting in execution those resolutions which 
can in anywise prevent the General from the full and immediate exercise 
of his several offices of Senior Councillor of this Pn?sidency and Comman- 
der-in -Chief of the Company’s Forces ; and that all parties be placed in 
the same situation in which they stood before the receipt of the last 
advices from fimgland reserving and submitting to a decision in England, 
the respective claims tliat each party may conceive they have a right to 
make, but not acting upon these claims until such decision shall arrive in 
Bengal. 

We have, &c., 


Fort William, 
24//? fune 1777. 


|"E. Impey. 

/o. 1 Chambers. 

s, E. LEM.,STRe. 
yNO. HVDE. 


To General Clavering and Philip Francis, Esq. 


Gentlemen, 

We have the honor to send you copy of a letter which we have 
separately written to the Judges in answer to theirs addressed to the 
Governor General and Council. 
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No. 12 . 

Letter from Mr. Has 
tings and Mr. Bar- 
well to the Chief 
juslicci cto.| dc- 
V laring they will 
a«'quiesc<* to their 
opinion enclosed 
in the foregoing 
nnmlicr. 


We’ repeat to you our resolution to conform implicitly to their advice. 
The Governor-General has accordingly directed the Seertdary of the Revenue 
Department to send the usual summons for the assembly of the Board 
to-morrow morning at the Revenue Council Ilou.se, when? we hope to be 
again honored with the presence of General Clavering. 

We have the honour, &c,, 

Bklvidere, TWarken Hastings. 

{Signed) J 

241/1 June 1777. cRiciid. Barwri.l. 

'I'o THE Hon’ble Sir Elijah Impey, Kr., 

Chief Justice^ and the other Members of the Supreme 

Court of Judicature at Fort William. 

Hon’ble Sirs, 

We have had the honor to receive your letter of this date addressed 
to th(^ Governor-General and Council which we have instantly forwarded to 
(ieneral Clavering and Mr. Francis. 

.'\s parties united in the subject which furnished th(^ occasion to it, 
we think it proper in this .separate reply to give you the speediest information 
of its effect in our conduct. 

As we on a former reference declared our resolution to yield implicitly 
to your decision, we do now in like manner most cheerfully and without 
hesitation assure you tijat we shall as implicitly conform to your advice now 
given us regarding it as legal authority, by receding from all those resolu- 
tions which can in any wise prevent the General from the full and immediate 
exercise of his several offices of Senior Councillor of this Presidency and 
Cominander-in-Chicf of the Company’s Forces, by consenting that all parties 
be placed in the same situation in Nvhich they stood before the receipt of 
the last advice from England reserving and submitting our claim to a 
decision in England, but not acting upon those cairns until such decision 
shall arrive in Bengal. 

As the resolutions we had taken during the separation of General 
Clavering and Mr. Francis from our Council were the result of ihcir acts 
and of the fullest conviction operating on our minds, both of their obligation 
to us and of the legal incompetency of any powers vested in the Board, or 
in any individual members of it to retract them, and as in adopting those 
resolutions we yielded to the sole impulse of our sense of public duty in 
repugnance to our personal feeling, we are happy that your interposition 
has freed us from so painful a necessity and most sincerely wi.sh that it will 
prove the means of restoring that peace and harmony to the Government 
which have been broken by the past transactions. 
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No. 13. 

LcUcr Ironi General 
Cla\erintr and Mr. 
Franri::. to Mr. 
Hastings and Mr. 
BarwHI. 


Thi.s determination we shall without delay impart to the other Members 
of our Council and shall propose to meet them to-morrow morning in Council- 
on the footing whu h you have recommended. 

We have the honor, &c., 

Bklvedkkk, r Warren Hastings. 

(Signed).^ 

24//? June 1777. (.Richd. Harwell. 

To THE Hon’ule Warren Hastings, Esq., 

Governor-General AND Richard Harwell, Eso. 

Gentlemen, 

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
this evening, enclosing a copy of one which you inform us you had 
separately written to the Judges and repeating to us your resolution to 
conform implicitly to their advice, understanding hereby that you mean 
to recede from your resolution of yesterday and that all parties are to be 
placed in the state in which they were before the recadpt of the last advices 
from England, the claims of each being reserved, General Clavering means 
under this i<Iea to do himself the honor of attending his duty in Council 
to-morrow in compliance with the summons he has this evening received 
from lh(! Governor-General. 

We have the honor, &r. 

Fort William, Mno. Clavering. 

(Signed). < 

24M June 1777. (p. Francis. 

I. THE COURT OF DIRECTORS’ MEMORIAL TO THE KING. 

To THE Kino's Most E.xckllrnt M.-vjr.sty 

The Memorial and Petition of the Court of 
Directors of the United Company of Merchants 
of England Trading to the East Indies. 

Most Humbi.v Shew, 

That by an Act of Parliament made in the Thirteenth Year of Your Majesty’s Reign, intitled 
“An Act for Establishing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the 
East India Company, as well in India as in Europe.” it was (amongst other things) enacted, 
that for the CJovornment of the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal, theie should be appointed 
a Governor-General and four Councillors and that the whole civil and military Government of 
the said Presidency, and also the ordering, management, and government of all the 
territorial .acquisitions and revenues in the Kingdoms of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, should, 
during such time as the territorial acquisitions and revenues should remain in the posses.sion 
of the said United Company, be and were thereby vested in the said Governor- General and 
Council of the said Presidency of Fort William in Bengal in like manner to all intents and 
purposes whatsoever, as the same then were or at any time theretofore might have been, 
exercised by the President and Council or Select Committee in the said Kingdoms ; And it wa.s 
thereby further enacted, that the .said Governor-General and Council or the Major part of them 
should have and they were thereby authorized to have power of .superintending and controlling 
the Government and Management of the Presidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Bencoolen 
respectively so far and in somuch as that it should not be lawful fcJr any President and Council of 
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Madras^ Bombay or Bencoolen, for the time being, to niike any orders for rommenein^ 
hostilities, or declaring or making war against any Indian Princes or Powers or for 
negotiating or concluding any treaty or peace with such Ifidian Princes or Powers without 
the consent and approbation of the said Guv-ernor-General and Council, first had and obtained 
except in certain cases in the said Act mentioned: And it was thereby further enacted that 
Warren Hastings, Ksqr. shoiild be the first Cfovernor-General and that Lieutenant-General folin 
Clavering, the Honourable George Monson, Kichard Barwell, Lsguire, and Philip Francis, Esquire 
should be the first four Councillors: And that they and each of them should hold and continue 
in his and their respective offices, for and during the term of five years fron\ tlm liTue of th<»ir 
arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and taking upon them the Government of the said Prcsiden* >, 
and should not he removeable in the meantime, except bv your Maie>ly upon reprcsent.atio i 
made by the C'ourt of Directors of the said United Compiny for the time being, and in case vif 
the avoidance of the olfice of such Governor-General by death, resignation, or removal, hli 
place should during the remainder of the term rd’oresaid as i>ftfi» as the case should liapj)en, be 
supplied by the person of the Council who stood next in rank to such Governor-General and in 
case of the death, removal, resignation, or promotion of any of the said Counc il, th»* Direct. >r5 
of the said United Company were thereby empowered lor and during tlu* remainder of the said 
term of five years, to nominate and appoint, by an<l with the consent of Your Majesty, tc.i hr 
signified under your Majesty's Sign Manual, a pt^rson to sm'ceed to the office so become vicant 
in the said Council, 

'f’hat at the time of passing the said Af:(, the said Warren Hastings and Richard Harwell vv^t » 
in Bengal, and the said John Clavering, (ieorge Monson and I'hilip Francis were in England 

That thf- said ]ohn Clavering, George Monson and Philip Francis, arrived at Fort William 
in Bengal, afcitesaid on or about the twentieth day of October one thousantl seven hundred and 
seventy four, and thereupon tViey', and the said Warren Hastings and RichanI Harwell took upo ) 
them the respective olVu'es of (lovernor-Geiusral and Council of the s.aid Presidency to which they 

were ap()ointed by the said Act of Parliament as aforesaid. 

That the said Warren Hastings hath caused notice to be giv»-n t<) v<jnr Petitioners tht* Court >1 
Directors ol the said Company', of his desire to resign the said office of Governor-Gener.tl uf Benga' 
That Ytiur Petitioners the Court of Directors t.aking the said proposed resignati.in of the sai-l 
Warren Hastings into consideration, have nominated and appointed Edward Wheler, Esquire, t 
succeed to the ofFu'e of the saul Council, which will bei'iiine vacant by the said resignation, if sui-h 
nomination shall be approved by your Majesty'. 

\'our Petitioners therefore most humbly pray tliat your Majesty will he p!ease«l to signify sij -!i 
consent by y'our Majesty’s Sign Manual as by the said Act is required, that said Edwr^d 
Wheler may be appointed to succeed to the olfice, which will hei'ome vacant in the Cv>uncil, by th* 
aforesaid resignation of the said Warren Hastings. 

And Your Petitioners shall ever pray. 


Jiime-s Moffat. 
Samuel Peai'h 
Frederick Pigon. 
Thos. Bates Rous. 
Thos. Rurnbold. 
Henry Savage. 
Joseph Sparkes. 
John Stables. 
George Tatem. 
Daniel Wier. 
George Wombwell. 
East India Housk, 

ajrd October 1776. 


I oh n Roberts. 

Willi.im James. 

Rii'hard Bcacher. 

Benjamin Booth. 

George Gumming. 

Wm. ( 5 eo. Freeman 
Robert Gregory. 

Richard Hall. 

John Harrison. 

John Manship. 

St. Jame’s 
25^/1 October ^ 1776. 
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2. REPLY TO TFIE MEMORIAL. 

Cfntlhmkn, 

Havings taki-n the earliest opptirt unity of layin^j before the Kin/gf your memorial, and petition 
t(j Ill's Majesty, \vhi(*h was presetitt^d to me yesterday by the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of 
>t ur C'onipany, I Jose no time in aoqjiainlin^ 3^oii, that the Kin^^ is graciously pleased to approve 
f ynur nomination of Kdward Wheler, Esejr. to succeed to the office which will become vacant 
In tVie Coutn il of the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal, in consequence of the resignation of 
Warren Hastings, Esqr., Govcrnor-General. And the proper instrument of His Majesty’s approba- 
ti(*n will be prepared accordingly for the royal signature. 

I arn, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
Wfymouth. 

Court of Directors of the 
E.'tst India Company. 

3. EDWARL^ WHELER’S SURRENDER OF THE FIRS I* COMMISSION. 

Whereas by an Act of Parliament made in the thirteenth year of the reign of his present 
Majf.st^’^ entitled “ An Act fnr establishing certain Regulations for tVie belter management cjf the 
Aftairs tjf the East India mpaiiy as well in India as ir^ Enrop>e.” — It was amongst other tilings, 
enacted that for the Goveinmcni of (he Presidency of Fort William in Bengal there should be 
appointed a Governor-General and four Councillor.^ w'ho were thereby invested with such powers 
and authorities as in the said Act arc mentioned. And it was thereby further enac ted that Warren 
Hastings, Esquire should be first Governor-General and that Licntenant-General John Clavering, 
the Honorable George Monson, Richard Barwell Esquire and Philip Franc is Esquire should be 
(he four first Councillors and that they and each of them should hold and rontinne in his and 
their re.specti\e rjffiees for and during ilje term of five year.s from the time of their arrival at 
F’ort William in Bengal and taking upon them the Government of the said Presidency and should 
not be removeable in the meantime except by His Majesty, his heirs or successors upon repre- 
sentation made by the Court of Directors of the .said United Company for the time being and in 
case of the avoidance of the office of such Governor-General by death, resignation or removal, his 
place should duiing the remainder of the term afore.said as often as the case should happen be 
supplied by the person of the Council who stood next in rank to such Governor-General and in 
case of the death, removal, icsignation or promotion of any of the Council the Directors of the said 
United Company were thereby empowered for and during the remainder of the said term of five 
years to nominate and appoint by and with the consent of His Majesty, his heir.s, and successor 
to be signed under His or their Sign Manual a person to succeed to the office so become vacant 
in the said Council. And Whereas the said Warren Hastings, John Clavering, George Monson, 
Richard Barw^ell and Philip Francis took upon them the respective offices of Governor-General 
and Council of the said Presidency to which they were appointed by the said Act of Parliament 
as aforesaid on or about the twentieth day of October one thousand seven hundred and seventy 
four. And Whereas the said Warren Hastings .sometime in or about the month of October last 
caused notice to be given to the said United Company that he desired to resign the said office of 
Governor-General of Bengal, and thereupon the Court of Directors of the said United Company 
by Warrant or Commission under the hands bearing date the twenty third day of the said month 
of October appointed me the underwritten Edward Whelcr, Esquire to be one of the Council of the 
said Presidency of Fort William in Bengal to take upon me, hold and enjoy the said office with the 
salary thereto belonging from and immediately after the office of one of the Council of the said 
Presidency of Bengal should become vacant by the resignation of the said Warren Hastings which 
said appointment His must gracious Majesty by Warrant under His Majesty’s Sign Manual bearing 
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date the twenty sixth day uf October aforesaid was pleased to approve and confirm. And Whereas 
• the Court of Directors of the said United Company hath n?reived notice that the said George 
Monson is dead, but no notice hath yet been received of the said Warren Hastings having resigned. 
And Whereas it is intended that I should be appointed to succeed to the vacancy in the said 
Council which hath happened by the death of the said George Monson instead of taking upon <ne 
the said oftice of one of the Councillors of the said IVesidciicy to supply the var ancy which shall 
happen in the said Council by the fcsignation of the said Warren Hastijigs, but such new 
appointment canmjt take place until the said former appointment of me to he one of the said 
Council is surrendered or revoked. Now ll\ereft>re 1 the said Kdwatcl Whe'er d.) h< reby resign, 
surrender and yield up unto the said United Company the said Warr.int or Commission bearing 
date the twenty third day of October last and the said office of one of the Council of the said 
Presidency of Fort William in Bengal to which 1 was thereby ap)3oinfed ; and all »ny estate, right, 
title and interest in and to the said office by virtue of the said Warrant -jr Commission or by 
virtue of His Majesty’s Sign Manual appnwing of and t'on firnn’ng the same m- oth»-*rwisc howso- 
ever. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand an<l se.al the second day of May in the 
year of Our Lord one thousand seven hiindrcil and sevt*n. 

Sealed and delivered ''being first duly 
starnpt) in the presence of 

JoHM Sutton 
R. O. Plowdkn 
F.ast India Ho\ise London 
the 3rd May 1777 
Attested to be a true copy 

C. MrrcHELf., Secy. J 
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^i0^oire ou fegenfee. 


L ’EP 0 U\*AN 1 'ABLE t^pisocli- du “I'rou Noir" h CaU ulta. dans la nuit <lu 
20 Jilin 173^), serait-il, romme la lovolte horoi(|Ut' de Guillaume Tell 
contri: Gessler, line simple legcnde r|ue Thistoire est en train de detruire ? 

On eonnait Paffaire. Dans la inalin^c du 20 Juin 175^, Siradja-Doula , 
NaVjali dll Bengali', s’etnpara du fort William Calcutta. F-i* Gouverne«ir, 
M. Drake, s’lHait saiive Tavant vcille ii Fulta, snr rHougly, avec ime partii' dej. 
Anglais de la ville ; les autres, n’ayant pu le faire, avaient du soit rester dans 
h* fort soil y revenir. M. Holwell t ii avail ki defense. Le 20 Juin, vers 
onze heiires du matin, il lapitula. Dans raint'^s-inidi, il rut tiois (onft'rences 
avee Siradja-Doula sur des sujets rcstes mysleruux, probableinont la 
livraison des tresors presurm^s de la Compagnie des Indes. Le soir, les 
offieiers do Siradja-Doula renfermt*rent les survivants, au nombre de i 6 g, dans 
une prison dite “ Black Hole’* ou trcni noir. La prison n’avait cpje dix-lmit pieds 
sur qiiatorze ; la chalcur etait sufTocantt', 143 personnes inouruient durant la 
nuit. M. Hohvell n 'etait pas au nombre des morts. TVansfere a Murscliida- 
bad, il fut rendu a la liberte vers le 10 jiiillct. Mais de]^'^ il avail repandu la 
nnuvellc dt' la nuit tragique par une lettre adresst^e de Cassimbazar uu 
nomine Sykes, serviteur de la Compagnie. Plus tard, il fit un recit plus 
detaill<5 du drame. Le recit fut publie en 1 764. L*impression produite par 
ces revelations cst une des plus lugubres de Thistoire. 

Jusqu’a CC S derniers temps, part les Bengalis, person ne n’a mis en 
doute raiitheulicite des fails rapporttfs par M. Holwell. Mais, en Septembre 
dernier, paraissait dans le Bengal f a st and Present, organc de la social 
historique de Calcutta, un long article, dans lequci un anglais M. Little, 
habitant IMurscliidabad, a pr</tcndu demontrer que, s’il y cut des prisonniers 

anglais enfermes dans le Black Hole le 20 Juin 1756, leur nombre fut seulc- 
ii'.ent de neuf, ct le chiffre des morts de trois. 

Pour justifier son opinion, M. Little essaic d'abord d'etablir que 
M. Holwell, d’apre's Clive lui-menie et Ics autres directeurs de la Compagnio 
des Indes de cette ^poque. <^tait un coutuniier de I'erreur sinon du mensonge 
Kn dehors de I'cpisode du Trou Noir, il aurait invente de toutes pieces des 
conversations ou des actes tout h fait erroues. L*incident du Trou Noir 
n ’aurait et6, selon M. Little, iraagin^^ par M. Holwell que pour le disculper 
d’une tricherie faite par lui le 20 Juin dans la capitulation avec Siradja-Douki 
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M. Wolwell, pour un motif diflicilc h. saisir, aurait n6glig6 dc porter cette 
capitulation h la connaissance de ses compatriotcs. Lorsque les soldats de 
Siradja-Doula vinrent pour prendre possession du fort, ils rencontr<brent une 
r^sistence xnattendue ; on continua de tirer sur eux. Furioux, ils tiri^rent h. 
leur tour sur les Anglais et en tu^rent un grand nombre. Ce seraient lA les 
victimes du Trou Noir. Les temoins do sa tricherie ayant ainsi disparu, 
M. Holwell, rendu h la liberty quinze jours ou trois semaines plus tard, 
aurait imagine Thistoire que Ton connait ct dont Thorreur fut rarernent 
d6passee. 

L'article de M. Little a produit dans Tlnde uiic efnotion considerable. 
Les journaux du Brngale, notammcnt 1 * Enfrlishman et le Statesrnan Font 
longuement et vivement commente. M. Little a trouve beaucoup dc contra- 
dicteurs. On lui a oppose Texistence m^me de (luelqucs survivants du Trou 
Noir qui ne seraient morts qu’aprc>s i8oo et le dernier d’cntre eux, en 

1815. On a aussi cite quelques lettres de conteinporaiiis dc M. flohvell, 
dont Tun aurait partag('‘ sa dramatique captivitc'^. On a invoqiu'^ aussi I'opinion 
de Law de Laiiriston, ancien chief fran^ais dc Cassimbazar, qui ccrivit eu 
1764 dans son MSmoire sur quelques affaires de r Empire Mo^ol, publie^ par 
nous en 1913, un rccit terrifiant du drame de Calcutta. 

M. Little oppose ces t«?moignages Tabsence totalc dc docu!nentation’» 
oflicielles sur cet incident, au moment ou il sc produisit. Ni les Anglai-* 
chassis de Calcutta, ni les Fran^ais de Chandcrnagor, ni les Hollandais 
d^Hougly n'ont rien < 5 crit qui fasse la moindre allusion h la nuit tragiquc, ct 
cependant tous ont racont6 la prise du fort William. II reconnait an surplus 
que la d< 5 formation historique s'est faite avcc unc grande rapiditc. II seniblc 
qu'elle ait prec(^d^ la lib( 5 ration m^me de M. KoIwelL Prcpar<^e par lui dans 
la lettre adress^e Sykes elle se confirme d(>s le 3 Juillet par unc lettrc 
envoy6c de Chandcrnagor par des Anglais non temoins directs des t'wt>nc- 
ments ; trois mois plus tard elle avait la valeur d'lin fait historique. 

Si grand que soit Tint^r^t de la question, nous ne pouvons y consacrcr 
ici qu'unc place tres restreinte : Taffaire du Trou Noir appartient Thistoire 
anglaise. Mais, puisque M. Little a invoqiu^ Tabsence de t^moignages 
fran^ais dans la matit^re, il nous a paru intcressant de consul ter A. cet <Sgard 
les archives de Pondicln^ry, les seules actuellcment A. notre disposition. 

Nous avons h cet cgard, dans les registres 90 et 91 de nos archives, une 
s6rie de lettres allant de 1744 A 1757 ^crites soit par le Conseil de Pondichery 
h celui de Chandernagor, soit par ce dernier A difftSrentes personnes. Cos 
lettres ne sont malheureusement pas au compict ; nous en avons neanmoini 
trouv6 cinq, dont deux d’une tr^s grande importance. 

Elies ^manent toutes de la m^me source, le Conseil Siip^rieur de Chander- 
nagor, mais, singuli^re ironie des choses, Tune d’elles soutient la th^orie de 
M. Little et Tautre, le contraire. 
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Dans Line premi^fre lettrc, dat^e du 25 Juin, et adress^e au compto'ir de 
Masulipatam, M. Renault, chef du comptoir dc Chandernagor, rend compte 
que Siradja-Doula est en guerre avec Ics Anglais ; il est arrive h Calcutta 
dont il fait le si^ge avec 50,000 homines, une grande quantity d^^l^phants et 
une grosse artillerie. L’issiie de la lutte n^est pas encore connue, mais 
M. Renault pr^voit la d^faitc des Anglais et leur expulsion. La lettre de 
M. Renault n’accuse d’ailleurs aucune sympathie pour Siradja-Doula. 

Le lendemain, M. Renault connait la fin du drame, et void en quels 
termes il rannonce en une nouvelle lettre au comptoir de Masulipatam. 

“ (Les Anglais) avaient cu la precaution, des le commencement du si^ge, 
qui n^a pas long, de faire (Miibarquer les femmes des employes et des 

principaux ce qui fait croire que ces vaisseaux n’aient beaucoup ^ pA.tir 

d’ici a ce qu’ils puissent sortir du Gange et gagner la c6te. Le Nabab n’a 
fait aucun mal ^ ceux qui edaient dans la loge, lorsqu’il s’en est empar^. 11 
s’est content(? de les faire d^pouiller et les a renvoy^s, la reserve des prin- 
cipaux qu^il a fait prisonniers.** 

Notons soigneusement cette lettre, ^crite au lendemain meme des ^v^ne- 
ments. Non sculement M. Renault ignore Vaffaire du Black Hole^’ mais il 
^crit tranquillement c^ue /c Nabab n'a fait aucun mal h ceux qui etaient dans 
la loge, 

Ainsi se trouve confirm^fe la th^se de M. Little. 

Dans une autre lettre du 29 Aout, egalement adressee k Masulipatam, 
et qui parait faire suite celle du 26 Juin, Al. Renault parail encore ignorer 
I’affairc du “ Black Hole,’^ 

ne s^est pass( 5 , dit-il, aucun <'?v^nement considtlrabi * dans le pays 
depuis la prise de Calcutta, et les Anglais n’ont^fait encore aucun mouvement. 
Tons ceux qui avaient faits prisonniers ont <^t^ rcnvoy< 5 s par le Nabab, 
et ont joint leurs vaisseaux. 11 leur est venu plusieurs embarcations de la 
c6te, mais dans le nombre desqucls il n'y a qu'un vaisseau de la cornpagnie 
qui a apport <5 250 soldats de Madras. 

^'11 y a peu d’apparence (ju’avcc un aussi faible renfort, ils tentent 
quelque entreprise, i^^tant surtout d^nues dhme grande partie de ce qu^il leur 
faudrait pour cela. Le bruit a couru pendant quelque temps qu’ils cher- 
chaient A s^accommoder avec le Nabab pour rentrer dans leur colonic, mais 
cela n’a pas eu lieu. On dit k present que les vaisseaux de guerre se sont 
rendus k Madras et qu'il s’y rassemble beaucoup de forces pour venir venger 
Taffront fait k la nation,'^ 

Nous sommes au 29 Aofit. M. Renault ne voit encore dans la prise de 
Calcutta qu^un affront fait aux Anglais ; d’apr^s les bruits courants, les 
Anglais se consid^rent si peu comme les victimes d’un crime abominable 
qu’ils songent k s’accommoder avec le Nabab. 
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L’opmion de M. Renault est toute diflcrcnte Ic i6 Scptcmbre, rnoins dc 
trois semaines plus tard. Dans une lettre addressee ce jour Ic\ h M. Le 
Verrier, Clief du comptoir de Surate, il lui raconte les evOuiements depuis leur 
origine. 

“ Lorsque, dit-il, nous vous avons oxpt'nlie nos paquets pour Europe en 
Juillet dernier, nous elions si oceup^^^s qu’il ne nous a pas etc possible do vous 
faire le moindre detail dc la revolution que nous vous annonyons el dont le 
rocit faisait le sujet de notre expedition. 

Vous apprendrez done par eello-ci quo le Nabab Souradja-Doula ayant, 
contre Tattente de tout le inonde, succt^'de dans la soubabie de Bengale son 
grand onclc Aliverdi-Khan dos le m ois dWvrib les Anglais out t^prouve les 
plus terriblcs effects de la colerc de ce jeune seigneur tpdils avaient irrite par 
lour arrogance et par la retraite qu'ils avaient accordt^e <iuelques uns de 
ses ennemis. 

Pousse par leurs bravados, il les a investis dans leur tort do Cassiinbazarti 
avec beaucoup de troupes et apr^s avoir tiro dehors leur chc?f (M. Wyatts) 
v‘est fait livror cette luge qui, quoicpie forte, n’etait defend ue <pie par un 
Ires petit noinbre de soldats. Enhardi par ce succ^s, dont il ne so llattait 
|jeut-ctre pas dans Ic principe, il a fait dcliler son annee en bataille et est 
venu assiegcr cette place le Juin avee 60,000 homines, une artillerie 
immense et beaucoup d’elephants. 

La vanity des Anglais leur ayant fait croirti (pie les Maures n*oseraieiit 
jamais en venir jus(|UC l.\, ils se sont trouves telleinent surpris et intimides 
qu’ils ont perdu la t(''-te 5 . la vue de rennetni et n’ont profits d’aucun des avan- 
tages qu’ont les Europeens sur des troup(*s aussi ineprisables. Quoique bien 
fortilie.s et an nombre de 600 blancs, a peine ont-ils fait la plus legere resis- 
lence. Des le lendemain de Tarrivee du Nabab (le kj), le Gouverneur 
M. Drake s est retire A bord des vaisseaux avec le commandant des troupes, 
la plus grande partie du conscil, des officiers, habitants et touLes les femmes. 
Le peu de soldats qui ^taient rest^s dans le fort n’ayant voulu recon naitre 
aucun superieur, le desordre s’y init au point ipi’on a arbore drapeau blanc 
le 20 apres midi. Mais les Maures n'ayiint point voulu con venir comine de 
capitulation, sc sont jetes en foule aux portes et sont entrt^s de force en 
faisant main basse sur ceux qui resi-staient encore. Le pillage tant de la 
colonie que de la loge a ett 3 immense: les Anglais n’ayant point eu la pre- 
caution d'embarquer toutes leurs richesses. 

Ce n’etait 1^ pour ainsi dire que le commtmcement de leurs maux. Les 
prisonniers, montant h prds de 200 ayant renferm^s p^le-m^Ie dans un 
magasin y ont ^toulTds presque tous dans la nuit. Ceux qui ont r^sist^, 
surtout les principaux, apres avoir ^prouv^ toute sorte de misC^re et avoir ^t^ 
Irai’n^s aux fers k Mounoudabad, nous ont ^t 6 renvoy< 5 s par le Nabab dan» 
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r^tat le plus triste, ^tat quc nous avons t&ch^ d'adoucir par tous les secours 
possible. 

Le sort de ceux qui s'etaient sauv^s dans les vaisseaux n’a pas 6 t 6 
moins fdcheux. Aprt>s avoir gagnc le bas de la rivi<>re, avec toute les peines 
du monde, ils y ont essuye tous les mauvais temps de la saison et tous les 
embarras d\ine multitude de femmes et d'enfants dent les navires < 5 taient 
surcharges, ce qui joint aux mauvais vivres qu’ils sc procuraiei\t mCme tr^s 
diflTicilement, y a cause une esp^ce de maladie pestilentielle qui en emporte 
beaucoup tous les jours. Plusieurs sont venus chercher des secours ici et k 
Chinsura, mais tres pen s'y sont rtHablis.'* 

Une lettre, con^ue exactement dans les mcmes termes, fut envoy^e an 
Conseil de Tile de France, le i6 Decembre suivant. 

Ces documents suffisent-ils pour porter sur Taffaire du Black Hole un 
jugement decisif ? Nous ne le croyons pas. 

Comme* M. Little, nous sommes aii premier abord surpris qu'un 
^v<'*nement aussi extraordinaire et aussi terrifiant n^ait pas cte connu tout de 
suite de Topinion publique et d^autre part il cst difficile d’admettre qu’en ait 
pu rr^er si rapidement une pareille K‘gende. Que M. Hoi well et les 
Anglais Taient acceptce sans discussion et propagee avec complaisance, il 
n’y a rien d^^tonnant cela, elle servait leurs intt^rcts ; mais pour que des 
Strangers aient ^te aussi crt^dules, il faudrait adrnettre que lour haine pour 
Siraja-Doula ait i^touff<!i en eux tout esprit de critique. Aucune de ces 
suppositions n\‘st impossible. En 1756108 Fram^ais de Chandernagor con- 
sideraient encore que leurs interAts < 5 taient solidaires de ceux des Anglais et 
leur crainte de Siradja-Doula, entretenue par le recit de ses cruaut^s de 
jeune prince, dominait tous leurs jugements. 

Nous consid^rerons done jusqu’ 5 . nouvel ordre le prohl^mc soulev^^ par 
M. Little comme non encore resolu, mais nous sommes loin de consid6rer ses 
arguments comme sans valeur. L^Inde, chacun le .sait, est le pays ou la 
v^rit^ se deforme avec le plus d^aisance et de rapidity. Nous en trouvons 
chaque jour des exemples dans notre propre administration. II faut aussi 
reconnaitre, cn toute 6quit^, que la cruaut6 n'est pas le propre des Indous 
et rien n'autorise k penser qu’ils aient poursuivi dans cette circonstance la 
vengeance d’une offense particuli^re. Siradja-Doula, tout le monde est 
d’accord sur ce point, n’a pas donn6 des ordres pour enfermer les Anglais 
ni pour les faire p^rir d'une fa^'on si brutale ; pourquoi ses officiers auraient- 
ils ^t<f plus cruels ? Du point de vue psychologique, cela n’apparait pas. 

On nous dira peut-fitre que sept ans plus tard, k Patna, le Nabab 
d^trAn^ M\r-Cassim fit tuer beaucoup d'Anglats dans des conditions plus 
cruelles encore ; mais Mir-Cassim avait de legitimes raisons de hair les 
Anglais et de vouloir se venger d’eux. Et rien ne nous dit au surplus qu'en 
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les massacrant, il n'ait pas voulii d^lib^r^nrient transformer TatTaire du Black 
Hole en une saisissante r^alit^. 

n lie faut point deinander Thistoire de st? rnettre an service des 
passions. M. Holwell dort dans le cimeti^re de Pinner clcpuis 1798 ; il a sa 
statue ^ Calcutta. Kesjioctons sa tonibe. Quant sa rnemoire*, s'il devait 
jamais etre etabli d\ine n^aniere indisc utahle cjue Vincicic*nt du Tro\i Noir a 
<^te fort c xagere, on ne devra pas oublier <|uc, suivant les documents odiciels 
publics par M. Hill dans son Bengal, les Anglais se dc'fendirent vaillammcnt 
centre Siradja-Doula le 20 Juin six heures du soir et qu’iin tr^-. 

grand nombre succomh^rent cians la liitte. 

A dedaut de l^gende, cela suftirait encore h leur gloire. 

A. MartiNoAI . 
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^English Translai ion of the foregoing paper by Mr. A. Lehtiraux~\. 

IS the dreadful episode of the Mlack Hole of Calcutta during the night of the 20th 
* June 1756, like the heroic revolt of William 'fell against Gessler, nothing more 
than a legend ? The incident is well known. In the forenoon of the 20th June 1756 
Siraj-ud-daula, Nawab of Bengal, captuied Fort William at Calcutta. The Governor, 
Mr. Drake, had escTii)ed two days earlier to Fulta on the Hoogly with a portion of the 
English from the town ; the remainder, unable to follow his example, were compelled 
cither to remain in the fort or to return to the town. ^^r. Ilolwcll conducted the 
defence. On the 20th June at alxml 11 o’clock in the morning he capitulated. In the 
afternoon he had three conferences with Sirajaid-daula the subject of which remains a 
mystery, but which probfibly referred to the surrender of the alleged treasures of the 
Company. In the evening the officers of Siruj-ud-daula confintid the survivors, to the 
number of 169, in a jjrison called the Black Hole. The prison was a c:ell eighteen feet 
by fourteen, the heat was stifling and 143 perished during the night. Mr, llolwell 
was among the survivors ; he was removed to Murshidabad and eventually set at liberty 
about the 10th July. But he had already spread the news of that tragic night in a letter 
addressed by him from Ca.ssim bazar to a Company’s servant named Sykes. Later, he 
wrote a more detailed narrative of the catastrophe. The account was published in 1764. 
Tlie impression produced by these revelations is one of the gloomiest in history. 

Till very recent timc.s, apart from the Bengalis, no one had cast a doubt on the 
authenticity of Hoi well’s facts. Last September Bengal Bast and Present^ the organ 
of the Calcutta Historical Society, publislied a long article in which Mr. Little, an 
Englishman resident in Murshidabad, set out to prove that if tliere were English 
prisoners confined in the Black Hole on the 20th June 1756, their number did not 
exceed nine and the victims w’cre not more than three. 

To justify his opinion Mr. Little first endeavours to establish that Holwell, in 
the opinion of Clive himself as well as of other Directors of the Ea.st India Company 
of the period, was w^ont to draw largely upon his imagination for his facts. Apart from 
the Black Hole episode he had invented other imaginary conversations and incidents. 
The Black Hole incident, according to Mr. Little, was imagined by Holwell merely to 
screen himself from a trick practised by him on the 20th June at the capitulation, 
which, for some reason difficult to surmise, he had omitted to make known to his 
people. When Siraj-ud-daula’s soldiers came to take possession of the fort they met 
with an unexpected resistance, the garrison continuing to fire on them. Driven to 
fury they returned the fire of the English, killing a great number. These were, 
according to Mr. Little, the alleged victims of the Black Hole. ,^Witnesses to his decep* 
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lion having* thus disappeared, when llohvell was restored to liberty fifteen days or 
three weeks later he concocted the story known to us. 

Mr. Little's article produced a considerable sensation in India. The newspapers 
of Bengal, notably the Englishman and the Statesman^ comtiKaitod on it at great 
length. His critics point to the existence of several survivors of the Black Hole who 
died as late as 1800, the latest in 1815, quote the letters of Hohvcirs contempo- 
raries one of whom shared his dramatic captivity. They also appeal to the opinion of 
Law de Laurislan, the former (!!hief of the French loge of ("assimbazar, who wrote in 
1764 in his ‘‘Mcmoircs sur qu el ques affaires de TlCmpire Mogol” [)ul)lislied by us in 
1913, a lurid account of the Calcutta drama. 

Mr. Little refutes this evidence on the ground of the total absence of official docu- 
ments relating to the occurrence. Neither the English refugees from (Calcutta, nor the 
French at Chandernagor, nor yet the Hutch at Hoijgly liave written anything which 
makes the faintest allusion to that tragic night, although all relate the capture of Fort 
William. He recognises moreover that the distortion of history has been very rapid. 
It ap[)eurs to have even preceded the liberation of Holwell. Prepared by him in a 
letter addressed to Sykes, it finds confirmation as early as July 3rd in a letter from 
r.handernagor written by some Englishmen who were not eye witnesses. I'hree months 
later it had become an accepted historical fact. 

However great the interest attaching to tluj subject, we can only give it a very 
limited space here, as the Black Hole incident belongs to English history. But 
since Mr. lattle has alluded to the absence of French testimony in the circumstances, 
it appeared to us interesting to consult the archives of Pondichery, tlie only ones 
actually available. In Registers Nt>s. 90 <& 91 of our archives we possess a series of 
letters from 1744 to 1757 written by the Council of Pondichery to that of Chander- 
nagor, or by the latter to different persons. Unfortunately these letters are 
incomplete ; nevertheless we have discovered five, two of ^vhich are of great 
importance. They originate from the same source, the Superior Council of Chander- 
nagor, but with a strange irony one sustains Mr. Little’s theory, while the other seemingly 
refutes it. 

In a letter dated 25th June addressed to the factory of Masulipatain, 
Mr. Renault the Chief of Chandernagor relates that 5 iraj-ud daula is at war with the 
English ; he has arrived at Calcutta which he is besieging with 50,000 men, a great 
number of elephants and a numerous artillery. The issue is as yet unknown, but 
Mr. Renault anticipates the defeat and expulsion of the English. Nevertheless Mr. 
Renault's letter displays no sympathy for Siraj-ud-daula. The next day Mr. Renault 
knows the end of the drama and announces it in the following terms in a second letter 
to the factory of Musulipatam : 

(The EngU^) had taken the precaution, from the beginning of the siege which 
has not b^n long, to embark the wive.s of the ctnployi^s and of the principal re^dents, 

wh%:h makes one believe these vessels will have much to endure from now 

till they can get out of the Ganges and gain the coast. The Nawab did no harm 
to those who were in the factory when he took possession of it. He was content 
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to hav^e them stripped of their belongings, and dismissed them, with the exception 
of the principal residents whom he has made prisoners/' 

This letter written the day following the event should be carefully noted. Not 
only does Mr. Renault ignore the Black Hole affair, but he calmly writes the 
Nmvab did no harm to those who ivere in the factory. The letter certainly supports 
Mr. Tattle’s theory. 

In another letter dated 29th August, also addressed to Masulipatam, and which 
appears to be a continuation of that of 26th June, Mr. Renault still appears to be 
ignorant of the Black Hole incident. 

“ No event of im|)ortan(:e,” he writes “has occurred in the country since tho 
capture of Calcutta, and the English have so far not made any sign. All those who 
were imprisoned have been set free by the Nawab and have regained their shij^s. They 
have been joined by several boats from the coast, but among them there is only one 
Comi)any’s vessel bearing 250 soldiers from Madras. It dc3es not appear that with 
such a fcel)le reinforcement they will attem[)t any enterprise, seeing that they lack 
tha: greater part of the means required for the purpose, 'rhere has been a rumour 
afloat for sometime that they are willing to come to terms with the Nawab in order 
to return to their settlement, but this has not taken place. It is said at [)restuit that 
the war ships have gone to Madras and that large forces are assembling there to come 
and avenge tho affront to the nation." 

Mr. Renault on the 29th August sees nothing more in the capture of Calcutta 
than an affront ofhaed to the ICnglish ; to jtidge by current rumours the English n^gaid 
themselves so little as the victims of an al>ominable crime that they are thinking of 
making ttams with the Nawab. 'bhe opinion of Mr. Renault is very different on the 
ihth September. In a letter addressed that day to Mr. T.eVerrier, the (’'hi(d'()f Surat, 
he narrates events from their commencement : 

“ When we sent you our packets foi Euroj)e last July" l.e wrote, “ we were so 
occupied that it was impossible to give you the smallest details concerning lhi3 
rcvolutioTi that we announced to you, the account of wdiich formed the subject of 
our despatch. You will learn from the present that the Nawab Siraj-ud daula 
having, contrary to the ex])ectation of everyone, succeeded his grand uncle (37V) 
AH Verdi Khan in the Soubadari of Bengal from the month of April, the English 
have experienced the nu)St terrible effects of the anger of this young prince whom 
they had irritated by their arrogancti and by the asylum they had accorded to certain 
of his enemies. 

** Provoked by their boasting he invested them in their fort of Cassirnbazixr with 
many of their troops and after having removed the ("hief (Mr. Watts) he made them 
surrender the factory w-hich, although strong, w'as defended by only a few troops. 
Emboldened by this success, which he originally had little ground to expect, he 
drew up his army in battle array and came to lay siege to this place on the i8th June 
with 60,000 men, an immense artillery and numerous elephants. \ 

“ The vanity of the English having led them to believe that the Moors would 
never dare to venture so far, they found themselves so surprised and terrorised 
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that they lost their heads at the sight of the enemy and did not profit by any of the 
advantages which Europeans possess over such contemptible troops. Although well 
fortified and numbering 600 Europeans, they scarcely offered the least resistance. 
The very day before the arrival of the Nawab (the 19th) the Governor, Mr. Drake, 
took refuge on the ships, with the commandant of the troops, the greater part of the 
Council, officers, inhabitants and the women. The few soldiers who remained in the 
fort, refusing to obey any superiors, so great a disorder ensued that the white flag 
was hoisted on the afternoon of the 20th. But the Moors, not wishing to recognise 
any capitulation, attacked the gates in great numbers and forced an entry, doing 
great violence to those who continued to offer any resistance. 'The pillage of both 
the settlement and the factory was immense, the English not having taken tho 
precaution of embarking all their wealth. 

This was so to speak but the btiginning of their troubles The i)risoneis, 
amounting to some 200, havii\g been confined pell mell in a wnrehouse, were neaily 
all suffocated during the night. Hiose who survived, and especially the 
inhabitants, after enduring every species of misery, and having been carried in rhai?i^ 
to Moxoudabad were sent back to us by the Nawab in the most pitiable conditiun, 
which we have endeavoured to relieve hy all the assistance possible. 

*‘The fate of those who escaped to the vessels was not less deplorable. Having 
gained the lower reach of the river with the utmost trouble in the world, they have 
suffered all the ill effects of the season and the inconvenience of having a multitiulo 
of women and children hy whom the vessels were overcrowded, all of which added 
to bad fare procured with difficulty has produced a species of pestilential malady that 
carries away numbers every day. Many have come to seek relied' hertj and ai 
Chinsurah, but very few have recovered.” 

A letter conceived in exactly the same tcinis was sent to the (k)uncil of He 
de France on the 16th December following. Do these documents sufiice \ i) pass a 
decisive judgment on the incident c»f Ukj Blank Hole ? W'e do not tliink so. fak j 
Mr. Little we are at first surprised that so extraordinary and alarming an event 
should not immediately liavc become known to public opinion, while on the other 
bandit seems difficult to admit that a legend of this nature could have grown so cpiiddy. 
That Mr. Holwcll and the English should have accepted it without question and 
sprctad it with complacency is not surprising, since it served their interests ; but to 
admit that strangers should have been cciually credulous is to say that their hatre<l 
for SiraJ-ud-daula had extinguished in them all spirit of criticism. None of these 
suppositions is impossible. In 1756 the Frencli at ("handernagor still considered 
that their interests were indcntical with those of the Engli.sh, and their fear of Si raj - 
ud-daula fed by reports of his lordly cruelties, clouded theii judgment. 

We must, therefore, until turther evidence is forthcoming, regard Mr. Little’s 
theory as not proven, but we are far from considering his arguments as valueless. India, 
every one knows, i.s a land where truth is deformed with the greatest ea.se and rapidity. 
We^^'ind instances of this fact every day in our own administration. It must also 
be recognised, in equity, that cruelty is not the characteristic of Indians, and nothing 
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justifies us in supposing that in the present case they wreaked vengence for a 
particular offence. Siraj ud-daula, every one is agreed, did not give orders to imprison 
ilic ICnglish or to cause them to perish in so brutal a fashion ; why should his officers 
have been more cruel ? h rom the standpoint of psychology this is by no means 
evident. 

AVe shall be told perhaps that seven years later at Patna the detlironed Nawab 
Mil Kassiin caused many English to be put to death under still more ciuel circums- 
tances ; but Mir Kassim had good grounds for hating the ICnglish and for wishing 
to be revenged on them. Moreover nothing tells us that in ordering their massacre 
lie did not wish to transform the Black Hole legend into a striking reality. 

We must not ask History to be the handmaid of passion. Hohvell sleeps in 
ilie grave yard of Pinner since 1798 ; he has his statue at Calcutta, et us rc.spcct his 
grave. As to his memory, if it is ever proved beyond doubt that the incident of the 
Black was grossly exaggerated, it should not be forgotten that, according to the 

official dot'umenls published by Mr, Hill in his tn ryS^S 7 y Englisfi 

defended themselves bravely against Siraj-ud-daula on the 2olh June till six o’clock 
in the evening and that a great number of them fell in the fight. 

In default of legend that alone would suffice for their fame. 


A. Mahjinkau. 
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Mittive of (glr. 

No. 290. 

To A. Beaumont, Esq. Dacca, 

TAe $th March 1774. 

Dear Beaumont, 

I have now before me your several letters of the following dates, i6th 
November, loth December 1772, the loth February and 9th April 1773, 
with one of Leycester and Beaumont’s of the 12th February 1773. These 
I take in course and where any comments on your own affairs or mine are 
necessary I shall make them. In the first place with respect to remit- 
tances I could wish if any opportunities offer, you would not pass them 
by but draw upon me for whatever sums you can secure in England and 
be assured your bills shall bo duly honored. Your bills I shall even be 
content with an exchange of two shillings for the current rupee on pay- 
ments made you for bills on me at 60 or 90 days* sight. Rous has not 
written to me a syllable respecting the Madeira he was engaged to deliver ; 
you will therefore be so good as to settle it with him. The disappoint- 
ment I have suffered in the nonpayment of MiddIeton*s and Ellis’s 
engagements has laid me under the necessity of sending home to my sister 
a lack of rupees in bullion, and I must request the favor of you, should 
those bills not be paid, you will return them to me protested in the fo» m 
prescribed in the bond which accompanied the first of Chevalier’s drafts 
taking care that the protest is properly notified at the Royal Exchange of 
London. I have written on this subject to my sister and my brother whom I 
could wish you to consult on the subject. I entirely approve of all you have 
hitherto done respecting those bills and the detention of them in England in 
the hope that the money would be ultimately paid. My confidence in the 
rectitude of your intenltlpns; of; yatt^ in the manner most conducive 

to my interest is. I ^ W pleasure authorise you and Leycester 

hereby to act in such>njeas^c6 9 Syt>ix may think most for my benefit, a tru.st 
I conpfle to you .without r«S!i?Ve, as I am fully persuaded it will be discharged 
in every respej^^ that friendship that has so long subsisted 

between us. I by Sealy ; they were by 
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some accident lost, 1 do suppose, as I never received them for him. I have 
made enquiries relative to Bolts* fortune in India and am sorry to tell you that 
1 have little reason to think his attorneys will have any means in their hands 
to discharge his bond to you, should you be induced to send it out. However, 
to secure you as much as lays in my power, I engaged Mr. Cator, who lives with 
me, to give you the preference, if he does receive any money on Bolts* account, 
and you should send me the bond. Pardon my forgetfulness in not procuring 
you the Bandonecous you want for your own use and be assured I will rectify 
my omission by the very first ship of the next year. 

You will hear from Mr. Cooke that his bill on Mrs. Ann Dyer has been 
properly honored. 

In return for the macaroni sword knotl you sent me with the compliments 
of rny old acquaintance, Miss Keene, I beg you will offer her my thanks. My 
sword hilt has never to my kuowlcdge been so finely decorated. 

I held a bond of Captain Duffell which in conseejuence of your informa- 
tion of /»4oo being paid you part in money and part in Company’s certificates 
I have cancelled. 

I am sorry at Sir George Colebrooke’s failure, though f do not imagine any 
other inconvenience will arise from it to my family beyond the delay which 
such accidents generally occasion in paying off his creditors. I feel and 
Lament Sir George* 4 situation. Bred in ease and allluence with flattering pros- 
pects before him, to sink at once to a state of dependence is a heart-breaking 
circumstance. 

The monies which my former le tters direct to be paid into my sister’s 
hands I beg you will comply witli from whatever sums that may come in from 
the different remittances made to you by me. Adieu. 


Dacca. 1774, March 

n n j » 
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Nos. 291 — 94. 

J. Cator to Bensley and Price, 
do. to Nicholas Grueber. 
do. to Wm. Bensley. 

R. Barwell to James Lawrell. 


Of no interest. 

) ) 


n 


No. 295. 

To the Hon’ble WARREN Hastings, Esq. Dacca, 

13M March 1774. 

Dear Sir, ^ 

Enclosed is a copy of a general order received the other day frlm the 
Town Major*s office, in consequence of which I beg leave to submit to 
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yov b. list of the people entertained and their pay. This establishment is so 
very moderate and so very necessary that I cannot avoid representing to 
you that its abolition must be followed by some new arrangem(?nt. The few 
lascars and artificers for the service of the garrison are even at present not 
limited : that the arms in store are very indifferently re[)aircd and kept in 
order; and there must be some lascars to attend to the care and delivery of 
the stores, and to serve the guns which are here. Brigade lascars may be 
appointed for this purpose, or the lascars who have been long at this station 
incorporated into the Brigades and continued. I have intimated the order 
for the reduction to the Paymaster, and it will take place accordingly, but I 
request you will be so kind as to favour mt^ with your instructions in what 
manner the stores, guns, and arms in the garrison are to be taken care of. 
The sepoy arms which are delivered to the corps, the artificers attached 
to it have in charge and are as much as they can attend to. 

I am, dear Sir, your obedient humble servant, 


Nos. 296 — 9. 

Dacca. 1774, March 16. To the Hon. W. Hastings. Of no interest. 
,, ,, ,, 17. To W. M. Thackeray. 

,, ,, ,, ,, Do. Capt. E. Elliker. 

,, ,, ,, ,, Do. Do. Do. 

[Printed in Bsfigal Past tir Present, V'‘oI. V, pp. 1S7— 8.J 


No. 300. 

To THE Hon’ble Warren Hastings, Esq., Dacca, 

The 2\st March 

Dear Sir, 

I was but a few days since favoured with your letter of 15th February 
by Mirza Ally Nucky [?], or you would have lieard from me before that. Your 
cornmands had been executed. Recommendations when they came from 
those who, if tliey please, may order the matter recom men fled to be done is 
pleasing, and by many the optional power is uscfl in an attempt to 
over-persuade the person who gives it from his purpose of serving the man 
he is pleased to countenance. I flatter myself in such points you will alway 
find my actions respect the consideration you indulge me with ; for if F 
know myself, it would be under very particular circumstances indeed that 
I should start any difficulty or objection to your wishes so communicated. 


12 
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No. 301. 

Dacca, 2211 J March, 1774. Harwell to Herbert Harris. Of no interest. 


No. 302. 

To Mr. Charles Croftes, Dacca, 

Sub-Treasurer • The 22nd March 1774. 

Sir, 

As soon as I get all my papers from Calcutta which I expect from there 
in a few days, I will examine them and transmit you the accounts you require. 
As none of my attorneys are acquainted or know anything of the accounts of 
so long a date as these which relate to the Restitution Fund established in 
1764, I am under a necessity of inspecting them personally, or you would 
not probably be furnish^rd with the papers complete. 

No. 303. 

Dacca, 22nd March 1774. J. Cator to W. Barton. Of no interest. 


No. 304. 

To William Lambert, Esqr.,* Dacca, 

The\ 22 nd March 1774. 

Dear Lambert, 

By to-nighl^s daivk I have sent undercover to Messrs. F 3 ensley and Price, 
my attorneys in Calcutta, the engagement to postpone the further enforcing my 
decrees against you for throe years, unless you die in the intermediate time, 
on your paying me C.Rs. 3,000 in part thereof, with direction to deliver 
the said engagement to you on receiving that sum of money. You will 
perceive a clause inserted unless you consent to my enforcing the decress 
previous to the expiration of that term, which clause is added lest your 
circumstances should be so situated that your other creditors take out 
executions against you on your effects within that period, in which case I 
must do you the justice to suppose you will consent to my decrees being 
enforced at the same time ; and I thought that mode of mentioning it 
in the engagement would be more agreeable than entering into particulars, 
not doubting but you will in answer to this engage to give your consent, 
should such an event happen. 

I am, dear Lambert, 


* Sec Bengal Past & Present, Vol. II, p, 510 ei seq*, VoL IV, p. 491. 
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No. 305. 

Dacca, 22 March 1774. To W. Bensley and Price Of no interest. 


Nos. 306 — 8. 

Dacca 24 March 1774. J. Cator to T. Tulloh. Of no interest. 

,, I April ,, ,, ,, Simeon Droz. ,, 

,, II n ,, „ W. Bensley & J. Price. ,, 


No. 309. 

Dacca, 9 April 1774 to Warren Hastings. 

[Printed in Bengal Past Present, Vol. V, p. 188.] 


No. 310. 

To John Stfavart, Esqr., Dacca, 

The cjth Afjril 1774. 

Dear Stewart, 

Late yesterday evening I was attacked in my carriage by your running 
post half out of breath, and before I opened the letter I was in no srnafi 
trepidation as to the contents you may imagine. I was agreeably relieved to 
find no perverse spirit has risen to vex me with some new and uuexptxtr I 
matter, for I am too well satisfied with ease and indolence to be fond of 
combating the intrigues and difficulties which the dtivil lakes them 1 10 
frequently to intrude in all the walks of life. The manner of your asking the 
question, “had you not better apply to the Public Hoard for a copy of the 
paragraph touching the French disputes’* appears a kind of hint that it is 
not so fair and favourable in the main as might be hoped for. It is tru-; 
I have no right to look up for support to a public body in which an indivi<] jal 
who has every inducement to serve himself at my expense has so mighty an 
influence. I mean your countryman Stewart, and I am sure in; will not didcn i 
me at his own expense, but in this instance I am happy to (h:pond on myself. 
1 see the object as it really is, right if it coincides with the views of Ministry, 
wrong only so far as it may interfere with the pacific policy of the Court. 
Upon this ground you may imagine I a^n not anxious or apprehensive. I am 
sensible I acted right possibly beyond the narrow scale limited by the 
Company, but still the matter is in itself right and I am totally indifferent 
while I deserve well even if I do become a temporary sacrifice. The line 
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you recommend I have long since taken and should the subject come before 
the Ministry and be there discussed, I flatter myself I shall not be entirely 
destitute of support. The interest which has served my friends in the 
Direction is my reliance, and if no partial causes intervene to interrupt its 
operation I am convinced it will advance my credit and give me a surer hold 
on the Service. I will write to Mr Hastings to favour me with a copy of the 
General Letter as far as it relates to the French. 

I had a letter from Mr. Maclean a few days before his departure, a very 
friendly one and were warm in behalf of his friends. I doubt whether you 
know^ its contents, for it speaks mostly upon your happy talents and good 
qualities, topics that are seldom talked of to a man’s own face, though they 
are dwelt on with pleasure by his intimates. I need not urge to you here 
my attachment to Mr. Maclean. A fortunate concurrence of circumstances 
has established him in my friendship, and I hope i have given him an equally 
favourable impression of me. I rely atleast on his word ^lnd a conviction 
that my inclination will do Justice to the confidence he may place in me. 

You must know' that in all my differences wdth Mr. Hastings, none w'cre 
ever of my seeking and under the idea he appears to have acted. I am not 
surprised, though I confess myself to have been hurt at the conduct of others. 
Of course as I can have no resentment, and have every lure to court his 
support, I am most sincere in expressing my wisli to bury all past matters in 
oblivion and uniting in one common interest. It w^as my intention when I 
left Calcutta to have passed my correspondence through you. How it is 
obstructed will be hereafter explained. At present you must rest satisfied 
that it is my dependence on you which influences me to decline it, and makes 
me not trouble you with matters on w'hich I may have occasion to address 
Mr. Hastings. 

Ever since the House of Commons entered seriously upon India business 
material changes were to be expected. The arrangements reported are, I 
think, very probable and confined to Bengal except in the political line which 
may be more extensive in order to prevent the jarring views of the different 
administrations of the different Presidencies. A Superior Council which 
is to be equally provident of the particular interests of the Company and of 
the public wall be doubtless approved by the State, but while the Company's 
Charter exists, the Company wall certainly have the privilege of pointing out 
for Governor him whom the State shall nominate and likewa'se, if not all, 
atleast some members of the Superior Council. It would be absurd to suppose 
that men to whom the orders of the Company are to be transmitted will hold 
appointments wholly independent of them. A charge for w'hich they are to 
account to the Company implies they can never be wholly independenft, and 
while the Company's Charter exists, it would be absurd to suppose any 
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ins'titution which shall virtually deprive the Company of the Government they 
are authorised to hold under that Charter. I do not think you have any 
reason to be apprehensive of your friend Barvvell. Mr. Francis is the man 
of business for the Government. His talents were in so much repute that the 
Opposition made his resignation of the post of the First Clerk in the War 
Office an object. It was hoped that the station of Deputy Secretary vacated 
at the sametime with the loss of the person who was entrusted with the whole 
weight of the business might have distressed Government and embarrassed 
Lord Barrington, but you must know all these matters better than I can 
pretend to do. I shall, therefore, leave the subject to be elucidated by the 
Eagle s despatches. I cannot credit the vote about the refunding presents. 
It is of a complexion so truly Asiatic that it can never suit the meridian of 
London. 

I shall be obliged to you for any Europe letters that fall in your way 
directed to me. I have recjuestcd Bensley to the same purpose (to take up rny 
letters). The dawk is the convey.ance I prefer, as in general it is less subj(!Cted 
to accidents. Private hirkarrahs frocpiently miscarry the public ones. If 
interrupted, the information is immediately communicated from the next stage 
and the time and place lead to a direct scrutiny, whereas private hirkarrahs 
may sulTei from accident or design and nothing is known of such having 
occurred until it is too late to trace the cause or how they miscarried. This 
reasoning does not hold with the Patna dawk opened at Muxadabad and 
Monghyr, hut to Dacca the packages come entire and without being opened 
on the road. 

The report you have had communicated respecting Hurry Mullick is 
founded, I imagine, upon a wish I expressed of nominating a man (I 
approved) to his office. This was .all that passed from me and I do not expect 
such an indulgence. I do not desire any change and more especially as my 
time will be very short, atleast I think so. 

The Bullooah Chowdrics have been repeatedly called upon to prove the 
general charges they urge against tluur security or more properly their 
farmer. Their complaints are before the Dacca Council. If they are justly 
founded they will be relieved, but they must answer the engagements they 
have contracted. There is a Tuncaw granted to the Lucky pore! Factory 
upon Bullooah for the amount of its revenue account. The advance is required 
for the Luckypore inve.stment. Besides my inclination to keep things upon as 
agreeable a footing as I can for Barton has no small influence. However 
that #haU not sway me if I And the Chowdries prove any just cause of 
comjjlaints against their security. 

As it is my intention to be in Calcutta by June I wrote to the Governor 
for permission of absence. This, I fear, may interfere with my wish to serve 

>3 
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you in an investment especially if I do not return to Dacca. The sooner you 
send money the better and a list of goods. I will to my utmost extend my 
care to your interests and secure them should I remove. 

You inform me nothing about the Bond debt which conveys the least 
information of the manner in which it has been taken up, a total silence on 
the previous agitation of the subject or do they adopt the measure with 
cautious strictures ? 

1 have heard, I do not know how true, that Mr. Hastings has favoured 
Graham with an epistle dedicatory to the Directors annexed to the arrange- 
ments that have been made. Pray is it so, and what is it that has been said? 
Will you furnish me with a copy ? Adieu. 

I am, dear Stewart, 

Your friend and servant. 


Nos. 31 1 — 12. 

Dacca, 11 April 1774. R. B. to Bensley and Price. Of no interest. 
,, ,, ,, J. Cator to Chas. Croftes. ,, 


No. 313. 

To Mr. Wood, Agent for receiving the Salt manufactured for the 
IJon^ble Company in the Pergunnah of Salimabad, etc. 

Dacca, 

The x^th April 1774. 

Sir, 

I enclose you a list of balances claimed by Balliram Bcragie which I am 
to request of you to investigate, the subfarmer Coja Muhaib being to account 
for the sum outstanding on Balliram Beragie’s advances of the last season. 
The investigation of these is to have your attention and you are to make 
it in the presence of the parties taking before them the acknowledgment of 
the Molungees for such balances as may be due from them. The balances 
of the antecedent years you will likewise enquire into and send me a distinct 
account. A perwanah to this effect I will forward to you in a few days that 
if the parties neglect attentling you through the course of the enquiry they 
may be compelled to it by you. 

PS . — Permit me to recommend to your patronage Gunsam (Glianas- 
ham ?) Contoo Baboo’s gornastah at Calna. c 
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Nos. 314-21. 

Dacca, 1774 16 April to Chas Croftes, Sub^Treasurer, 

[Refers to Restitution Fund and W. Majcndie and Wrn. Aldersey.] 

,, ,, ,, n J. Cator to Bensley and Price. Of no interest. 

,, M ,, ,) do. to Mr. Tulloh. Relative to salt. 

,, ,, 27 February to VV. M. Thackeray. 

,, „ 14 April to Capt. Elliker. 

[Printed in Bengal Past and Presefit^ Vol. V, pp. 185—89.] 

,, n 19 I) J* Cator to Bensley and Price. Of no interest. 

,, ,, ,, ,, do. T. Tulloh. do. 

,, ,, 20 ,, to Elias Abraham. Salt business*. 


No. 322. 

To Mr. Mathew Day. Dacca, 

The 20th April 1774. 

Dear Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 14th, and your people inform me the 
details and picars you desire may be sent to settle their accounts with the 
w eavers, have prepared gomastahs to go to you and that they now send them. 
A supply of treasure likewise to the amount of 80,000 sicca rupees is this 
day dispatched. The perwannah you require I have made out and enclose 
w’ith its translation. I hope it will prove sufficiently full to answer the end 
proposed. To enable you to adjust the account of the w^eavers it becomes 


necessary to inform you what is the dustoori entered in the public accounts : 
To the Company percentage on all advances of ... 1*9 

Chief ... ... ... ... 1*8 

Devvan ... ... ... ... f 

Office servants ... ... ... ... *6 

Charity i rupee j:cr thousand enoms 2 per thousand 

turns at ... ... ... ... *5 


4*12 percentage on the investment. 

The officer from the Phousdarry Adawlut has sometime since left Dacc a 
and 1 flo suppose must be arrived wdth you. I shall be obliged by your 
takingi the Sonargong and Chaundporc aurungs in your way back and 
establishing the regulations proper for securing the investment at those 
places^ 
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Nos. 323 — 28. 

Dacca, 1774. 23 April. J. Cator to George Robertson. Betelnut business. 


»> n M 

yt 

Do. 

to Laver Oliver. 

Do. 

i» >1 »» 


Do. 

to Ewan Law. 

Of business at Patn 

M 1> 25 

a 

Do. 

to W. Barton. 

Of no interest. 

,, t, 26 

>» 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

n >1 

n 

Do. 

to W. Bensley. 

Do. 

To Mr. E. Tiretta. 


No. 329. 

Dacca, 

Dear Sir, 




26th April 1774. 

As Mr. B.ir\vell 

will shortly return to and reside in 

Calcutta he begs you 


will proceed to make the additions to his Garden House ; and, as he is 
anxious to have them completed as soon as possible, he desires me to inform 
you he will make you a present over and above the sum specified in your 
contract if you finish them in a short time, and begs to know when you can 
engage to complete them. 

I am, dear Sir, etc., 

J. C. 


Nos. 330-31. 

Dacca, 1774. April 29. To Bensley and Price. 

[Remitting bill in favour of Mrs. Ardt?n.] 

,, „ ,, 30. To Chas. Croftes. Of no interest. 


No. 332. 

To William Bensley and Joseph Price, Esqs. Dacca, 

2nd May 1774. 

Gentlemen, 

I am desired by Mr. Barwell to beg the favor of you to send for Mr. 
Tiretta and order him to take down all the cornish of the hall at his house in 
town and put up surze or repair it in such a manner that it may not be liable 
to fall again, as the state it is now in, it will be unsafe sitting in the hall ; 
and, as the time of Mr. BarwelTs return to Calcutta drawls nigh, he begs no 
time may be lost in completing it. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your most h’ble servant. , 

J. c. 
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No. 333. 

Dacca, 1774, 4 May to Mathew Day Of no interest. 


No. 334. 

To Mr, George Hatch. Dacca, 

6//r May 1774 

Sir, 

I have received your letters of the 27th ultimo, and 2nd instant. In 
consequence of what you intimate respecting the obstructions given by the 
zemindars of Attya etc., I will send you in a few days a perwannah to each 
ordering them to deliver in to the fromasta a list of the looms an<i number of 
weavers in their separate districts. The purport of the public perwannahs of 
which you forwarded the copy is to prevent any persons forcing weavers against 
their inclination to receive the advances, but it by no means is to be perverted 
in the manner the zemindars appear to interpret it, to exclude all advance-^ 
whatsoever. The weavers arc at liberty to engage or not engage as servants 
of the public or individuals. This is to be left at their option and the 
zemindars etc. are on no account to interfere. I cim sensible it is the interest 
of every zemindar and landholder throughout the country to prevent if possibh* 
the manufacturers who are likewise ryots, becoming the immediate servants 
of the Company. So intimate a connection with tlie Company bringing them 
immediately under the eye of an agent of the public whose particular pm- 
vince it becomes to attend to and take care of their interests must alarm tlie 
zemindars with a prospect that a large portion of their tenants may by this 
means be emancipated and secured forever from that oppressive power to 
which by prescription every zemindar pretends, and to which the proverty of 
the sufferers and the obstacles they meet with in obtaining redress forces 
them to submit. The plan, therefore, which I have adopted for the investment, 
it is impossible, can be pleasing to any of the landholders, for although it 
secures to the zemindars the revenue they are to receive from the weavers 
as cultivators of land, it removes the weavers beyond the reach of the zemin- 
dar’s exactions. This being the case it is evidently calculated by the public 
orders issued to secure to the Company the service of the manufacturers of 
the cJuntry by rendering it particularly their interest to give their labors t > 
the wmpany. 

The letters from Dinagepur will shortly pass through you and the zemin- 
dars in consequence receive instructions from Mr. Lambert and his Council 
to repair to Dacca when you will have every power requisite to give success 
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to your commission and to enforce the regulations necessary. In the mean- 
time I must desire you to secure any of the landholders who shall presume to 
obstruct or impede you in the execution of the duty you are sent upon. 

The musters of 50 per cent, of cloths have been received and are now 
sorting, but it is improper to permit the weavers to protract the time or 
build expectations of exhorbitant gain from the exigencies of the Company, 
but in this year you must press them to an explicit and immediate declara- 
tion and lake care to withdraw from all who do not engage to supply the 
Company, the countenance of the Company, and give in their names to the 
officer of the Government. The musters and pieces of the cloths particu- 
larised to the gomastah when he went from hence leaves not to the w^eavers 
the shadow of a reason for the request they now prefer to have the 50 per 
cent, of cloths you have sent prized and returned before they engage for the 
delivery of what their looms can produce, and I must express myself not only 
much vexed with the folly or villanny of the people w'ho influenced you to 
listen to the proposition, but am determined if I find the least obstruction to 
the inv< stment to remove immediately every person from employ to whose 
particular ch4;rge it has been entrusted and supply their places wdlh new 
servants. 

The plea of the dearness of cotton is ridiculous when you consider that 
it seldom rises or falls 10 rupees in the maund, and when this is compared 
with the weight of a single per cent of cotton it is evident it can never affect 
the price half a rupee in the price. How^ever as an encouragement to the 
manufacturer a premium of a percentage is fixed for all cloths which equal 
those fabricated in former times (that is Mr. Cartier's) and on the contrary if 
the cloths do not equal Mr. Cartier's no premium is to be given. Where an 
encouragement is offered it is with a view to amendment, and this end would 
not be insured if the same compensation w^as made without limitation or 
distinction and extended to all fabrics. The manufacturer who excells in his 
art and he w ho is deficient must never be placed on an equality, as it would 
destroy all competition in the exertion of their skill. As soon as the 50 per 
cent is prized they shall be sent lo you. 

Witli respect to batta on sicca rupees 1 cannot semi you any positive 
instructions. Any innovation opposed by the prejudices of a whole people 
being dangerous and oppressive, however to render their currency as general 
as possible, I will enclose in my next letter a perwannah enjoining receipt 
of sicca rupees in payment of the revenue. That will probably facilitaSv\e your 
adjusting the batta on more advantageous terms than you otherwise might 
be enabled to do. If it has not the full effect, the Company must submit to 
w'hat loss may arise on the advances in siccas, for the weavers must not 
suffer in this particular. 
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No private merchant can he supplied by the gomastah with any goods, 
but such as are rejected for the Company as being deficient In cjuality, length, 
or breadth, and such rejected goods are to be charged with a dustori of lo per 
cent, and a proportion of the charges on the whole investment and 

agreeably to their prizings the public gomastak is to replace their amount in 
his monthly accounts and deliver them to the agents of any private pur- 
chasers, And as this may ho an object to the gentlemen to whose superin- 
tendence I have given the aiiriings, if they judge it for their interest they 
Tnay accept of commissions to supply private merchants from the farratted or 
rejected goods. For this purpose they will of course entertain an agent of 
their own, who, upon paying the gomastah the cost and charges of the goods, 
will receive them as they come in. 


Nos. 335-36. 

Dacca, 1774. April 31. To Capt. E. Elliker. 

,, May 2. To W. M. Thackeray. 

[Printed in Bengal Past ^ Present, Vol. V, pp. iS6 — go.] 


No. 337. 

To John Graham, Esq. Dacca, 

12M A/av 1774 - 

Dhar Graham, 

I am obliged by your attention to the subjects, I addressed you upon. 
Whatever may be the opinions of the majority of the Board tli.at must prevail. 
The claim of Munnavar Dubbee I should not have noticed if I had not been 
convinced in my own mind that all the misfortunes of the family of Dayall 
Chowdhuri proceeded from the infamous contrivances of Aga Baker. The 
fame of the beauties of the daughter of Dayall Chowdhuri industriously 
propagated by that parasite and lusciously df^scribed to Murshed Cooly 
Cawn artfully interested his passions, and with the true spirit of the Proph'^t 
he determined the conver.sion of the Gebers (I think the Hindoos were so 
called formerly) with a peace offering in one hand and the sword of destruc- 
tion in the other, he made his explanation of the Alcoran to the affrighted 
Hindoy. Drove to the utmost distress Dayall Chowdhuri flew from death or 
poUut^n the only alternative offered him, and being unable to defend his 
honov|r and his life, his desperation atlast d^ tennined him to disappoint the 
lustful designs of his persecutor by inflicting a voluntary death on his 
daughter, the female part of his family and himself, hoping to extinguish 
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with his life the pretext upon which the zemindari might have been withheld 
from him. He was mistaken. His pretensions to make their infamy 
complete styled the opposition he had made rebellion and his sons were 
barred thereby succeeding to their father’s rights. This is the story as 1 havt* 
heard it, and the facts are so notorious that at this distance of time they may 
be established by proof. In the sunnud granted to Aga Baker there is no 
deficiency of revenue nor any cause assigned for translating the zemindari, 
but the mere absence of the zemindar, and no one appearing to claim the 
succession. When Rajbullub came into power the defectiveness of this 
grant enabled him to influence Aga Baker’s family to yield it up and to rest 
satisfied with their other acquisitions, for no purchase of the zemindari was 
ever effected by RajbuIIab or any money paid. One was pretended. To 
elucidate this, the family of Aga Baker at this instant complain of the violenci^ 
and oppression that wrested the zemindari of Burzurgomndpore out of their 
hands. 

'Phe reasons touching the reversion of the acts of former Governineril> 
and the revival of such ancient claims are all just .and proper. 

I am, Dear Graham. 


Nos. 338 — 40. 

Dacca, No date. To W. M. Thackeray. 

[Printed in Bengal Past Present, Vol. V, p. igo,] 

,, 1774, May 13. J. Cator to Bensley and Price. Of no interest. 

,, ,, ,, 12. Do. to Wm. Bensley. ,, 

No. 341. 

To the Hon’ble WARREN HASTINGS, Esg., DACCA, 

President and Governor etc. Council, Fort William, \ 2 th May 1774. 

Hon’ble Sir and Sirs, 

I received your commands of the 7th this instant requiring information 
of the measures pursued for the provision of Dacca investment and the nature 
of the engagement formed in consequence. Correcting my ideas of the mode 
I proposed for providing your goods by the sentiments expressed ^ your 
letter of the 7th March which did not reach me before the 20th of the same 
month, gomastaks have been appointed to superintend your interests ^t the 
different aurungs and the authority and intervention of the delolls entirely 
laid aside. As so total a change might possibly have proved ; inequal in its 
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and at the same time judged it necessary to depute two of my assis- 
tants Mr. Day and Mr. Hatch to those aurunfrs situated at the greatest 
distance and of the most importance, and establish there the necessary regu* 
lations and influence the manufacturers by proper encouragement to engage 
in the service of the public. As scarce a month is rlnpsed since the agents 
arrived at their several stations. I have it not in my power at present to be 
so particular as I could wish. I must, therefore, request your patience for a 
few days longer, and as soon as I get from the aurun^s an account of the 
engagements entered into, you may depend upon my transmitting to you the 
fullest intelligence. In the meantime I have the pleasure to intimate to you 
that the new mode for the provision of the investment appears to give much 
satisfaction to the w^eavers, and that your advances have been readily received 
at the different auruti^s with such assurances of improving the fabrics that 
1 am sanguine in my liopes of answ^ering your expectations bv the provision 
of a superior investment in quality and in quantity. 

Exclusive of the mere provision of the goods 1 have considered the 
various charges to which they are subjected after their arrival at Dacca, and 
in order to fix therein a permanent manner I have computed at a rn^^dium of 
past years each separate charge and propose with your approbation an 
engagement within that medium to be entereil into on behalf ol the. public 
with the head NurtRahs^ Coondygurs^ Chii^undasses etc., for the several 
branches of washing, dressing and flowering the cloths prepared for Europe. 

The orders and instructions to the gomastahs witli every other piiblic 
paper respecting the new mode adopted for the investment shall hf_- cnpi^rd 
out and transmitted to you. 

I am, Hon'ble Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 


Nos. 342—50 


Dacca, 1774, May ^6. 


18. 

21 . 


»» i» 

»i I* 

)» >• 

♦ I « » 


2 1 . 

26. 


26. 

26. 


J. Cator to George Robertson 
Do. to Hensleys and Price. 
Do. tt> Win. Bensley. 

Bill of Exchange. 

To Capt. E. Elliker, 

Do. dii. 

To W. M. Thackeray. 


Of no intereit 

*1 

n 


[Printed in Bengal Past resent, Vol. V, pp. 191*92.] 

„ 26. J, Cator to Laver Oliver. Of no Intrrejit 

,, 28 Do. to Bensley and Price. 





58 


BENGAL : PAST Or PRESENT. 


No. 351. 

To Mr. George Hatch, Dacca, 

28/A May 1774. 

Dear Sir, 

I enclose you extract of my letter of the 20th April to Mr. Day by which 
you will perceive what charge was incurred at Dacca on the investment. 
This charge I have reduced from 4.12 to 3 per cent, and directed the Dewan 
to intimate it to the go masias which I imagine is the matter you mention. 
The Peiarree being an atcriing charge is entirely distinct. The weavers have 
nothing to do with any charge but the Peiarree. The charges of servants etc., 
dustorees^ is from the public and to be divided like all other public charges as 
charges merchandize or the investment. Whenever you choose to visit Dacca 
I shall be glad to see you. Take care how you act towards the French. The 
officer of Government stationed at Dumroy is the only man who should talk 
to the agents of Foreign Companies, or indeed to the agents of any mer- 
chants. 


No. 352. 

To the Hon^ble Warren HASTINGS, ESQ. DACCA, 

21 St May 1774. 

Dear Sir, 

1 am this instant favoured with your letter of the 27th giving cover to 
one of Mr. Chevalier's of the 17th. 

The public orders issued for the provision of the Company's investment 
I send enclosed for your perusal, and nothing in those orders I apprehend 
will countenance or suggest a complaint from any of the Foreign Companys. 
I likewise forward to you an agreement entered into by the weavers of the 
one of the aurungs (Dacca) upon their engaging into the Public Service. 
The inducement which they have to become manufacturers to the English 
Company in preference to other merchants is obvious and clear, nor has there 
been (I can assure you) the least compulsive power used to influence the 
weavers to the service. So far from it that some who have been ejected for 
misconduct have anxiously solicited a readmission to an employ fraught with 
so many benefits to themselves and families. The whole train of delolls^ 
farmers of the revenue, zemindars and talukdars, you will instantly ^iscern, 
must all be connected in point of interest, because they are all deprf>ed by 
the Regulations of participating the profits of the manufacturer in which 
hitherto they have all shared. If we are to judge from the natural conse- 
quences of known causes the price of all clothes for 6 years past is greatly 
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enhanced. The materials of manufacture here are very little dearer than in 
former times. Wages of workmen scarcely, if anything, increased, and yet 
the manufacturer is, if possible, more indigent. Where then has sunk the 
enormous difference of between 50 and 60 per cent, in the price of all Dacca 
goods? Without doubt, with the clelolls^ fanners of the revenue, etc. An 
exemption of course from these drains is a sufficient lure to the manufacturer 
who perceives an establishment made and precautions taken which are to 
operate wholly in his favour, and which can no longer exist than while it 
affords him those advantages and that security he is to drive from them. 
From the weavers’ engagements you will perceive no restriction is laid on 
the sale or purchase of any cloth but such as the English Company previously 
advance for. The advances the weavers have an option to receive or decline, 
but once received they stand engaged to perform the service for which it is 
given. As I know of no perwannahs or machulcas but of the nature here 
defined, it is probable Mr. Chevalier must be misinformed, or it may hn possi- 
ble, though I cannot think it, that the gomastahs have stepped beyond the 
line my orders authorise. 

The relation given by Mr. Chevalier’s go mast ah is all the invention of the 
man, for I neither saw him or did personally exchange a word with him. 
When he came to the factory and would have intruded himself I directed a 
servant in waiting to enquire his business, who returned with a perwannah 
of Mr. Chevalier’s appointing the man agent for the purchase of cloths 
account of the French, and he intimated that the person wanted an order to 
the Tauntees (Tantees) to receive his advances. Upon this 1 ordered my 
servant to return the perwaitnah and to tell the man if that was his only 
business. The Regulations of the Government were in force and he might 
make his advances where and to w’hom be pleased, that if in the course of 
his business he had occasion to complain, it was not to me but to the Court 
of Adawlut he must make his application, or he might apply to the Navvab 
Jesseraut Cawn. 

The day following some of the weavers engaged for your investment 
were forcibly carried to the French E'actory and advances proposed to be 
made to them through the medium of the delolls who pretend to have large 
claims on the weavers, while the weavers on the contrary advance claims on 
their account of short payments. They answered they were engaged by 
the English Company and could not provide cloth for the French without the 
perm^sion of the English Chief. This transaction the weavers complained 
of, sjtying if they were liable to be taken from their habitation by people with 
whom they had not any connection their manufactures would suffer. I in 
consequence told them that if the same authority was again attempted to be 
exerted over them, they would upon lodging their complaints in the Phousdary 
Court receive full redress. This the weavers iniimated they would do to the 
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French gomastah^ and since then 1 have not received a complaint from the 
Dacca aurung, though 1 have from others, Oumroy in particular where the 
influence of the French name has been used to exact a sum of money claimed 
by a detail account, old outstanding balances. This is mentioned in a letter 
of Mr. Hatch’s, and that the money which had been recovered in this manner 
and reobtained by him by an application to the Adawlut, was the sum he had 
advanced a day or two before and marked by the shroff. From this you 
will judge the dangerous tendency of the French pretensions to weavers 
engaged in the English service. And what an object it is to the French to 
•tand forth in the part of the details^ now become useless instruments to you 
in the provision of your investment. 

I am, with truth, My Dear Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant. 

Translate of the MaCHULCa given by the Dacca weavers engaged for the 
Company* s service at the Dacca auriing. 

We received Dadney or advance of Putton for the Dooreas, etc., cloths 
from the Factory of Dacca which cloths are to be full in lengths and 
breadths and agreeable to the musters, and patterns and a proper number 
of threads to be put therein. We are to deliver as much cloth a.s we can 
weave of the Putton and Coshkaried. We will not receive advances from 
other merchants nor will we make any sales to other merchr^nts whilst we 
have advances of the Sirkars in our hands and should we act contrary we 
are .subject to a Gunnahgarrey to the Sircar. 

Signed by the following persons : 

Ramdas.s, Chaund, Juggoololl, Nursing, Goiir Kisi-.ore Nundun Fatteah, 
Hurry Narain, Goopey, Khosaul, Neetoo, Anundee, Gopaul, Fatteah, Ramchurn, 
Jebunbungey, Soonah, Calloo, Rangocul, Aputtick, Pummoo, Jebunkissen, 
Raddoo, Nandoo, Roygey, Bussunt, Perretia, Roopchandsaw. Doyaram, 
Muddub, Hurgovind, Bandoo, Roygey. Gocul, Samoo, Roopchand, Chand,. 
Setul, Juddogovind, Bochy, Khosaul, Soonamunny, Moyaram, Hurrynarain, 
Ramoogey, Gopaul, Jussey, Rajah, Coogoomohun, Rassoo, Lohah, Anundy, 
Samboo, Nubbah, Juggernaut, Bindah, Motoorah. Samrnoobanda Chand, 
Tamah Roygey, Raddoo, Bandabun, Buddun, Daggoo, Maugun Golah, 
l>etonging to the village of Omerpore etc. close to the towm of Dacca 


No. 353 \ 

To the Hon'ble Warhen Hastings, Esq. Jaffeerguhgb 

15M June ITJA 

Dear Sir, 

1 am this instant favoured with your tetter of the loth enclosing Mr.* 
Chevalier^s address of the 4th. You tell me that from the materials with 
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which I have furnished you, a complete reply to the French complaints 
cannot well be made. As I shall shortly be with you possibly as soon as 
this letter which must go to Dacca to proceed to you by the,* dawks, may 
I hope to have a personal communication with you. Though I alone who 
am particularly involved and am responsible equally to you and to the 
Company for those interests I am charged with being properly regulated and 
secured, the period is fast approaching when the Company will concentre 
all their views and hopes of benefit to their trades, to put this on the 
most eligible footing and to give them very advantage they have, iu my 
opinion, a right to over foreigners and others, should, is and will remain (in 
which I concur with you) one of my first objects. Let us then canvass this 
matter more copiously than be done by letter, for having the same end we 
probably differ but in the means. I in the meantime forward your letter to 
the Inspector of the Dacca auriings directing him to dismiss from their 
engagements every weaver who is desirous of and prefers the service of 
the French or others, taking from the advances they have received in goods 
and to purchase no more goods from those men. 


No. 354. 

To Mr. Day, 15M June 1774 

Inspector of the Dacca, etc. j atirnngs. 

Sir, 

Enclosed I transmit you a complaint preferred by Mr. Chevalier and I 
have in consequence to direct that whatever weavers prefer the French or 
any other service to the Company’s, you will immediately receive in cloth 
to the amount of the advance already made and employ those people no 
more, but if the complaint is untrue upon an examination of the parties let 
them deliver in the particulars of wdmt passed that it may be opposed to the 
tale related by the French. 


No. 355. 

To Mr. Morony. Dacca, 

22^rd August 1774 

Sir, 

I am desired by Mr. Harwell to acquaint you that as he is reducing his 
commercial concerns and from the new* station he is lately appointed to he 
is prohibited from all trade, consequently will not have occasion for any 

16 
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loans of inonoy, and that it is, tlierefore, not convenient to keep Mr. Derby 
( irady’s inont ys in his liands longer at interest, but as the Company are 
not in want of money, and if they did an interest of only 5 per cent, would 
be allowed which Mr. 1 Harwell thinks would not suit Mr. Grady to accept 
wliilst it can be lent out to .a safe and good man at 9 or 10 per cent, and as 
he himM‘lf dtHuned xMr. Daert^s to be such Mr. Bar well begs (if it meets 
your approbation) that you will in.ake an offer to him of all the money of Mr. 
(jrady’s in his hands on a b(m<l bearing 9 or 10 per cent, interest according 
as you can agree with him and Mr. Harwell will give oiah^rs to his attorneys 
for payment of tlit' money. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

J. Cm OR. 


Nos. 356-63. 


Dacca, 1774, August 2^. 

1) » I ) » 3 * 

M »♦ )1 ^6. 

,, n ). 26. 

M )» II ^9* 


To Henry Goodwin, Chief of Of no intert'st. 
Chittagong. 

J. Cator to Wm. Barton. ,, 

Bill of Exchange. ,, 

J. Cator to Btmsley and I^rice. Of no interest. 
I'o Francis Peacock. 


[States his indebtedness to R. B. for Rs. 1,12,757 in salt business.] 


,, 29, Bill of Exchange. ,, 

,, 31. To Bensley and Price. Of no interest. 

Sept : 8. To William Bensley. ,, 


No. 364, 

To Anselm Beaumont, Esq, Dacca, 

The \st September 1774. 

Dear Beumont, 

I am obliged by your letters of the 24th November .and i6th December 
1773. I will make the inquiry you point out respecting Respondentia on the 
French Company’s ships, but as every species of art is used to extract money 
from the English, I must be very careful and certain I am not deceived in the 
security which is to answer the Respondentia to be lent, for as you are so very 
particular, I shall not let the money go out of my hands until I have ascertained 
the security for it is really such as you mention. Should any of your monie .9 
be lent to the French, you will be advised in time to effect an insurance. As 
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i-i more ret^ularity in the disbursements of the f^residcncy and furtlutr 

savinj^s must undoubtedly lessen the public debt ai interest, it is more than 
probable the T>oaid w dl atlast bi* compelled to a(li.)pt my visionary scheme 

of lower in<^ the intoi'est on the public loans to livat per rent. a scheme by 

wliich I di*e\v upon myself no small dt^gree of rc-llection. And as I took all the 
nu'rit of it to myself ^^ithout pai ticipalin^- with tlu' Council, 1 met with an 
unanimous opposition from all the members. Ifowciver, the followiiU;; advic<- nill 
evince 1 was rigid. The notes of ^70 have been (lischarge<l and |)ublicatioa 
made for calling in those of ’71. A doubt arising of tlio public' ability to 
ctfect this it was intimated the rreasury would be open for loans at live p( r 
cent. Upon this intimation (which was afterwards declared to be made 
without public authority) a variety of tenders were rna<le‘ of monies at live 
j>er cent, and rejt-cted upon the plea that tlu! public did not want to bori-o\v 
money nor had published fur loans at tliat ratie In shoi t a pretext (nothing 
more) was propo.sed to be derluced by such a proceeding entirely tor ihAapj).^'!! t- 
ing the Caunpany and making my proposition to a^gicsar wlmlly sp<-eu!alive and 
by no means practicable. But in this the gentlemen wt ia* ih.‘Ceive«l, for under 
all discouraging cii'cumstances and a positive declaration tliit tiu' Board meant 
not to take any monies tiiat should be olfei*ed at li\e per camt, tlu: tird. sterp 
towards calling in the bonds sjjite of theiiisfdves [)rodaced temders of inonev 
sullitdcnt to shew that they could, if llu-y pleased, h.ive reduced tlu‘ whole public 
ded.)t from 8 to 5 per rent, on the day they b«‘gan to call in the b<)nds. 
riu! contradictions in the la^t resolutions of the Board are so curious that vou 
will possibly think the extract enclosed worthy your perusal, ddie j)ub]ic 
linanecs being in so good a situation ami the reduction of interest on loans 
become unavoidable, y<Hi must, Beaumont, by somt: means or other drau’ 
your monies out of my hands. Besides, as I have not lately kept my health so 
well as heretofore, I may be obliged despite of my inedinations to take a trip 
to Europe, in whicl\ case I would not by any means advise its ia:maining in 
India. I'he expenses of the Settlement are so excessive and no person 
choosing to retrench lest it impair his credit, that a very few years will reduce 
a man from opulence to shouhl he mtart with misfortune. From tlu: 

steps I have taken to realise money in England you may perceive my 
determined resolution of leaving nothing behind me that I can put my lingers 
upon when I am about to leave this country, for [ think it is better to realise 
a certain fortune however small than to live on expectations that are subject 
to disappointment. 1 have given you my sentiments oa your money concerns 
and request your positive instructions in what manner I am to dispose of them. 

I see no opportunity at present, and if none offers, shall I send you the whole 
in bijlion or how ? 

I am sensible of the kindness of your intentions and convinced from the 



64 


BENGAL : PAST PRESENT, 


fricrulsliip you liavc indulged me with that you will consult my advantage 
solely in not returning the French hills protested. I entirely approve of what 
you have hitherto done in that respect, but enjoin you if the bills are not wholly 
paid when this letter arrives, you will return them protested for such part as 
remains tlue or compel the parties who ma}^ be in ICurope to complete their 
discharge. 1 flatter myself, however, from your account of the bills that the 
whole will be paid with the interest due upon them before this letter reaches 
you, because it is more than probable should the bills be returned they will 
come to my hands when Middleton shall have left Bt^ngal. d'he insolvency of 
Middleton, Fills and Clievaiier in case of a French war is in my opinion very 
probable, besides the two former may become so by the want of principle in 
the latter. A demurr to the payment of the bill may be made by Chevalier 
and should Middleton and Ellis proceed to compel him the transaction is 
capable of being litigated to their ruin and disappointment. Look to Mr. 
Dupleix. What Englishman received satisfaction from him and then consider 
the possibility how Mr. Law’ and Chevalier may be treated by the French 
Government. Thev never can be free mt n, they are the creatures of the 
Ministry, and tlieir wealth is in the power of the Crown. 

In the bill I send home for the proceeds of coral I will try (o pass some 
of your money, 'I'he bill, as you direct, shall be payable to you and you, my 
good friend, must secure me by a proper investment. 

My sister is so very sanguine in all her pursuits that I hope you will 
excuse the seeming importunity and impatience of her applications to you. 
She ought to know I am sure my confidence and ndiance upon you and I arn 
sure she entertains a respect for you as my friend. If, therefore, she has 
given you offence, excuse it for my sake. You really, Beaumont, do not flatter 
yourself in supposing my sentiments of friendship for you the same as ever; 
it w’ould be an injustice to me to think otherwise. 

Annexed I send you a sketch of the monies which should have passed 
through your hands and will remain wdth you. 

I am etc., 

The purport of what appears upon the public records of the Bengal 
Presidency between the loth February and beginning of May 1 773 respecting 
the reduction of the debt at interest and lowering the premium of interest on 
that debt. 

“ rhe Board wanted to pay off their bond debt and finding that many 
persons were desirous of lending their money to the Company at five per cent, 
it W'as thought an eligible w^ay to receive as much at this rate as could not 
be supplied from their own resources to enable them to discharge the bonds 
of a prior date to December 1770, which in the w'hole amounted to near 13 
lacks, but no publication was made that the Council w’ould receive money at 5 
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per cent; it was done rntrel^^ by order to tht* Sub-Treasurer to receive all 
that should be tendered at that rate of interest. 

The bonds prior to December 1770 being <iischarged it was doubtful 
whether a sum equal to the amount of the bonds of 1771, which is very 
considerable, would be offered at the Treasury at 5 per cent. It was, therefore, 
resolved to stop all receipts, but that the Svib- Treasurer should take an 
account of all monies tendered and report wlu tljer they nearly amounted to 
the sum of the bonds in question.^’ 

Account of the monies and securities of F^irhard Harwell in the hands of 
his attorneys, Messrs. Beaumont and Leycester. 

November 30th, 1771. 

Blance of account in Mr. I 3 eaumont’s liands but not si^iued 

by liim or Mr. Leycester ... ... /.470-18-3 

Bank stock 1,000 consol valued at 87 ... ... S70- 


The balance of my father's legacy about 

My mother’s jointure, my iith share of 33,400 consol Bank stock 
valued at what my late brother Roger’s share sold for 
Prime cost of a remittance by Captain (jcorge Thompson 
Chevalier's Bill running at interest — months' after sight 
Remittance by Captain Mercer vid China in Company’s Bills 
A bond of Capt. Deffel’s payment acknowledged 
L. Oliver's Bill on R. Ladbrooke 
Bill on the Company transmitted December 1772 
j Bills of Ellis’s on Mayne and Needham eaeh for £ \ 1.250 running 
at interest — months' after sight 


1.340-18-3 
L 773 - ^-7 


2.646-13-7 
1,262- 5.9 
1 1 .666-13-4 
3.19'MHio 

400 
100 
4. 1 00 

22,500 


£49,289-2-4 

President and Council of I'ort William Bill in favor of Lt.-Col. 

Morgan endorsed to me for ... ... ... 820 


£50, 109-2-4 


Orders of Richard Barwc ll to he paid by Messr:-. Beaumont 
Lveester : I 3 ills in favor Senior and je)kH 
Order in favor Mrs. Harwell 
Do. Do. Do. 

Balance remaining with my attorney 


and 

... 9,025.15-iL 

4,000 
... 20,000 
... 17,085- 6- 5 


/.'SO.IuQ- 4 


>7 
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N. B. I take no notice of my letters of credit in favor of Mr. Henry 
Frederick Thompson or the sum of /.Goo Capt. Morgan has taken up, because 
I do suppose the interest on my monies and securities will amply provide for 
iliem and ev(‘ry incidental charge. Errors excepted. 

No. 365. 

i o \V. Rknslkv and J. Pkick, Esqs. Dacca, 

28//? September 1774. 

Gentlemen, 

In consequence of Mr. LamberFs death Mr. Barwell b(‘gs the favour of you 
to take tlie necessary nieasurt^s in recover the balance due on the decrees 
he obtained in December last against Mr. Lambert, which being done in his 
life-time Mr. Barwell docs not doubt of being first paid in prefei i'uce to any 
other creditor who may now recover judgments against his estate after his 
<leath ; for further information on this head be pleased to refer to Mr. 
Hrix. 

One Sabdy who was formerly serang of Mr. BarwelTs pinnace hut 
iicted latterly only as a tyndal ran away a few day ago much in debt to the 
/*r{nces' crew, and it is imagined he is gone to Calcutta. Mr. Barwell 
tlierefore begs the favour of Mr. Price to order an en(|uiry to be made after 
him, and if found to secure him or send him to Dac('a by some safe con- 
veyance. 

J. Cator. 

No. 366. Dacca, 

To Mr. Francis Peacock. zSt/t September 1774. 

Sir, 

Your letter ol the i.st September reached me a few days ago, and I am 
sorry it affords me so inucli reason to retract the confidence 1 placed in your 
words at the period of time. You influenced me to make you an advance 
for the quantity of 2000 timbers. You may rememVjer, Sir, that you told me 
at the time that most part of the wood was lying at Nowabgunge, and that 
J might depend on the whole being passed the Jellingee as soon as the 
rivers opened to allow their passage through that river. Upon this informa- 
tion I proposed to you an immediate despatch of 1000 of the timbers to 
Dacca as boats might go there at any season of the year, and as the timber 
was ready for despatch it would prove equally convenient to you anej. me. 
You acquiesced to the proposition with a readiness that gave assurance of 
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the sincerity of your intmitions to answer iny expectations. .\n<l depending 
on your j:)roinisc when I came to Dacca I engagtal for tlie de!ive‘ry of these 
1000 timbers, not doubting but they would arri\e with me* by the month of 
March. I was deceived not only in thi.'., but likewise in admitting you to 
extend the period of time by which the wood was all to have been delivered 
to the month of December in your written agremnent, winch you may^ 
remember I was in ductal to do solely upon your rt.-present ing to me that 
from unavoidable dtdays it Jiiight so lia[)pen that you could mjl import all the 
wood so early in the season a^» you had proposed in t f)ii vernation, a 
circumstance which in c ase of accident to me might oct a^-ion all the wood 
you did import to he returned upon your hands, bec.iuse theiai might be a 
small balance unimported, and this you said you w ished to avtjid the possibility 
of, for although you were sulficicntly <ip])rised and conlident that I couhl not 
take such an advantage to annuli the contract, you could not tell what might 
happen in case of accidents to me and my aflairs tailing into the hands ot 
attorneys. Having recapitulated these facts I ma d tmU raapust you to 
revert to tlunn and to ask yoursell whether I have reason to be satisfied or 
dissatisfied wdth your conduct in fulfilling your timber contract. 

Your bond for 80000 A. Rs. I have na eived. I here is no time specified 
for its payment nor is it expressed payaVile on ilemaml. I low' far this may 
affect its validity is a question my lawyer must <olve. Before I received it I had 
written to my attorneys enclosing an act ount (;f tin; '^alt and transmiiting a 
bond for you to execute as I expected, you were shortly to l)C in Calcutta. 
The answa^r w’as incomph*te as one of your receipts for the salt was wanting 
to fix the period of its arrival. When you go to Calcutta you will recrive 
the account. 


Nos. 367-68. 

Dacca, 1774- Sept. 30. Bills of Exchange. Of no interest. 


No. 369. 

I'o the Hon'ble Warrrn Hasi'inos. Dacca, 

2 gfh September 1774. 

Hon’ble Sir, 

I enclose you an address from Lieut«*nant Ardt ns and request the favour 
of you to order a General Court Martial on the jemidar complained against, 
as the, officers of his corps arc his prosecutors and cannot without subjecting 
the Service to much difficulty attend here. The Station of Chittagong and 
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Luckipore will supply what few officers may be necessary to add to those 
at Dacca to form the Court. You will possibly ask why cannot the Dacca 
Sepoy Officers as well be sent to Chittagong or Luckipore as officers from 
thence to Dacca. Because the Dacca Station will in no case be left without 
officers and a few from Chittagong only are necessary. 


Dacca, 1774. Oct. 6. J. 

) » I » » » 9 * 

,, no date. 

,, 1774. Oct. 27. 

I » J ) » j 3 ^ • 

,, ,, Nov. 10. 


Nos. 370 — 76. 

Cator to Wm. Barton. 

„ to R. W. Wood. 

,, to Chas. Parling. 

to Geo. Robertson. 
,, to Andrew Morony 
„ to R. W. Wood. 

,, to A. Morony. 


Of no interest 
} » 


No. 377. 

To Mr.s. Makv Barwkll, Cai.cui ia, 

The November 1774. 

My dkak Sister, 

Since my last letters I have been at leisure to examine the account you 
sent me undi r date thv 9th April 1773. The remarks which occur to me upon 
them you will find in a separate paper enclosed. You will perceive your 
accounts are only deficient in mercantile methcxl and in that clearness and 
perspicuity rerjuired in accounts, which for want of it must always be un- 
intelligible excepting to tlie persons who are fully acquainted with the 
transactions on which they arc founded, and a little method becomes now 
more necessary from the importance of the sums which fall under your 
managemcMit, and uhich will increase as opportunities of remitting my 
fortune to h2urope may offer. 

In my letter of the loth September 1773, I proposed to share with my 
brother James in half and half proportions whatever might be the amount of 
my dec eased brothe^r’s estate in f^ngland, and after such division to have paid 
him whatev er balanc e might be due of the legacy of /,20,ooo in Bengal. In 
my lettcM* of 20th October, I altcned that intention thinking from a letter wrote 
to me by James that he would rather receive the whole amount of his legacy 
in India, and I was the more induced to this, because I was anxious to throw 
into your hands <as much money as possible in order to prevent any diminution 
of that consequence which I judged might depend upon your having a ready 
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coninuind of mone y whirli f)ther\\ isc \'ou wejuld not. h iVH* IrnJ, as thn* pro[)oi tv" 
of our family Lo a lar^o amr>unt was lockod iij) a 'id usoh rss h\' Sir ( icor^?* 
CoIcbroc)k(r’s failurt*. In this persuasion and im-lt*r the ap[ireIu*nsion tliat th*i 
hills I had st'nt to my attorneys mi<^ht he returned I ^ent home on the shipping; 
of last •^c.-ason at a gia at loss ^peei<. to remttdy any <liiheulty you might labor 
under for want of cash. 

Rv' \’Our lelttu's Iati'l\’ rei eix ed I iiiid tin* hil! oi ( Ii.inm liei s holon in*-'’ t ■> 
Kogt'r's estate has bet n delivered to our brothm* James, and that he has reei-ived 
upon it H\a‘ thousand odd hundred pounds. I'rom tin'll eonoludt* that Jann-s ha^ 
ehange<l his miml and wishes to have tle^ whole »>{ hi> legacy paid in Kngland 
I think some c onsidL-ration is due to me in particular, atnl that James 

shouhJ ^hare with me as I at lirst pIopo.'^ed e^peeiallv as he will have a 
oppoil unity of realising wliat ma)' he due upon the h‘gaev and paid io 
Imlia by his vogaip^ to I’engah 'This I expert ha* will a(‘<juieset- irr. as I ha.ve so 
amply cainsidered him in the propo^idon, ami he know^ I am under tii * 
greati st dihimdt i«.ns in obtaining remit tanen-^ lor m\ ov\m torliine an I 
more -o. a- the remitt/i ru'es I tna«:le for Kr).nM- might have been rdtected f. r 
my^v If and would have been but from c-onsideration to Rogwr who u rot * 
to me [)res*'ing to send him soin<‘ money. h'or tlu'-*' la^a-ons 1 h_K.>k to your 
luilding for nn* whatevm' may fu' the hal! porpf)rtiofi of tin* <d my 

deceased brother in haigland. but should Jame-^ want mone\ lor his voyage it i- 
m\‘ desita^ h< may be supplied by you upon his brind, 

I shall now proreerl to state what n^onic*.*-' of mine ought t(» emu'.* in' > 
vour hands if the* ordeis r>n my attorneys in your favor, remitl in<t*s and oiah : > 
for I emittama s are made goi>d. 

Orders on m>' attrinieys of whii.'h you h.i\ e reeeis e<l looo.^ 

as per advice from Mr. Beaumont ... J 4.000 

Spec'io remittetl in the course of last season computed to 

coin at least ... .. ... .. i looi.i 

A Bill of Kxchange on Potter in your tavor drawn by Prica* k^oo 
ddu: half of tin- eslatt* (’jf our deceased hrotluM compule<l pSgi -b 7 

d'he balance of my account propi*r of \pril 177:; the credit 

is — the debit /,39‘.S-- balance is ... 390-10-10 

I otal ;^,4b,4Si-r7-s 

Doubtful remittances, ; — 

Kxclusive of these sums I sent to C himi 4'^. 357 

remittance from thence is effected it will not produce 
less and possibly more than ... • 

By the shipping of this year via Bombay about ... r 1 00 

ro^al of what will be* my fortune in _)i)ur hands it every 

remittance is made good ... ^ 7 5 


18 



70 


BENGAL : PAST PRESENT, 


This statcmtint whicli is clear and explicit depends as to justness upon 
the realising the several articles of which it is composed, but whether all the 
articles shall be fully realised or not, I trust such a number of them will as to 
afford a fund the interest of which will yield me a handsome annual income. And 
from this income I appropriate the sum of ^^400 per annum to be received by you 
for your own and sole use and do hereby authorise you to receive the same 
and debit my account for it annually in quarterly payments looking upon it 
to all intents and purposes to be lixt irrevocably to you for your life, and if 
you survive me to be at your own free will and disposal by legal testimony 
to whomsoever you may choose to bequeath it at your demise. A deed for 
this purpose as soon as I arrive in Calcutta shall be drawn, but in case of any 
accident to mii before that period 1 hereby declare the gift to be made in as 
full and ample a manner as if mentioned in my will and testament which may 
appear after my d<in)ise. And my executors or administrators are liereby 
enjoined to attend to the same ami to deliver into your hands or any person 
duly authorised by you Hank stock the principal of which shall at the time 
of making over such stock yiidd at least four hundred pounds per annum to 
be at your own and entire disposal as you shall think proper to appropriate 
it. 

In my letter ot ■ I desired my attorneys, Messrs. Beaumont and 
Leycester, to pay you annually /I400 per annum (four hundred pounds.) 
This order I now cancell and revoke, as the payment of the said sum is now 
vested in your own hands and will from henceforth be made by yourself to 
yourself. Of this you will give information to my attorneys by transmitting 
them an extract of my letter or by such other manner as you may think 
proper. 

When I was in Calcutta in July last, Col. McLean mention«‘d to me tlie 
obligation he lay under to you for the loan you made to him, that he had it 
not in his power to liquidate it before, but would take the present 
opportunity which the Company's limited Indulgences of remittances to their 
servants afforded him to pay off what he could. You may, therefore, expect 
by the shipping of the present season Company's bills, if not for the whole, at 
least of a part of the Colonel's debt. When the Colonel spoke to me 
on this subject he dwelt with much warmth on your kindness, expressed 
concern at the possibility of his having created to you some inconvenience 
by the payment of his notes being unavoidably delayed. It was, however, 
some ease he added for him to know your money was secured by the insurance 
upon his life ; otherwise he should have felt the severest uneasiness and some 
anxiety of mind on that account when his health lately was in so declining 
a state. I replied to the Colonel as to an obligation, Sir, I apprehend 'such 
to be conferred by you on my family in services rendered to me in securing 
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those essencial points niy friends had in view to obtain for me from the Corn-- 
pany and begged he would permit me to repeat the Urtnki^ 1 expressed to 
him when T first saw him for the part ha«l taken in my eoncerns. I tlieii 
added that I had received lettt^rs from you covering attested copies of his 
bonds with a power to see the obligations answ'ered whtm he miglit be in a 
capacity to do it, but that it was not my intention to have rmuitioned the 
subject. My reliance on his honor an<l the sense of the scrvicijs he had render- 
ed me being such as to assure me that when it suited his convenience I should 
doubtless hear from him. With many other civil and Iriejuliy expressions 
our conversation on this topic terminated, and 1 make no doubt, fully to his 
satisfaction, as I hope and think it will be to yours who are most materially 
concerned, though 1 do not conceive as matters are circumstanced you have 
the least reason to be apprehensive on the score of Colonel Mac Lean*s debt* 
You shall, however, hear fuitlurr from me as soon as I can ascertain the amount 
of the remittance tlu! Colonel determines to make. 

Your repeated recommendation to mo to accord with Ha^ting>>, if possible, 
was not necessary, as I can assure you upon my honor the occassions ot 
<lifference between us that did exist were not sought for by me, but proceeded 
wholly from the jealousy of his own temper which cannot yield to another 
the least share of reputation that might be derived in the cemduct of his 
Government. Unreasonable as it may be In* exp»‘cts the: abilities of all shall 
be subservient to his views and implicitly rely upon him for the degree ot 
merit, if any, he may be pleased to allow them in thcr administration of 
Cjovernment. A character that did not depend on the credit it should bear 
in the public estimation on his praise, l ouid not of course stoop to rest its 
pretensions merely on his approval, nor can I trace that to his contemporaries 
even he has vouchsafed to give the creidl or merit of any of the publi» 
measures. 'Fhe new system, howevc r, is to affect his Government. TIr* 
wishes of our mutual fri<*nds and my own inclinations have effecttHl the point 
which otherwise would have been laborc'd at in vain, and with MacLean’s and 
Stewart's endeavours concurring I flatter myself an uninterrupted cordiality 
may be established. Sincere on my part I am sure it will rest with Hastings 
to preserve or to break it, while thf* determined line of conduct 1 jmrsuc* shall 
point out to my friends and Mr. Sullivan in particular, the dcpendeiu'c that 
may be placed on me, and with how great a degree of confulence they may 
rely upon a steady and invariable attention in me to the views of my friends. 
Pique and resentment and every other weakness or improper bias of the mind 
is so simple an ingredient in the composition of a character that I am sur- 
prised when I hear of men who allow its influence to lead them in opposition 
to th^ir best friends. As for myself I can safely say that whatever my resent- 
ment may be, and however much I may detest a man, I should not scruple 
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to ans'\v('r any expectations formed by my friends, or feel a repugnance ii\ 
acting ^^itb him, because 1 sho\ild always keep In mind in that case that I did 
not ask for him, but acted with him ff>r those to whom I am inuha* an oVdiga- 
tion to renfler utmost s< r\icos. A communication both witli Purling and 
Sullivan on this point I ^^ould rc« ommend, in \Nhieh you will take an oppor- 
tunity of vouching that in a political cafjacity I am free from the* influence 
of any paiticiflar resent nu'n ts, ard that my (irst and only object cv^?r was anfl 
is to «art consistent with reason and discretion and to pursue with deviation 
in tho<e views whicli I nnrt' adopt of my friends. This being intimated by 
V'^'u will ha\ more weight than all tlu‘ h'tters I writ(‘ for the intimacy of 
frit'Tidshi]^ in which w<‘ ha\c lived, may naturally V)e sn})posed to have givt n 
\ ou tlie most perfect knowledge (d mv eharact<*r and disposition. 

A."' to the suci ession which \'ou write? me you are flattered with \>y 
Mr. Robiiisnn. It is so \« ry distant that I at pre^^ent do not think t>f waiting. 

! eouiess it is an honor I slmuld be proud of, and could it b^- ascertained to me 
1 would (Ku:l)tless w ait for it, but it is .'-o pr<‘cari()iis that I c an scrua'ch^ indulg*' 
the thoiTglit. 1 ]ik(* India it is tru<‘, but as I caniu>t ludp ( steeming it a kim.l 
Lanirdmienl, the only induc< ment for nu* to >tay in it now is tiu* lu>pe of some 
degn e of c redit in tl.e ridminislralion of the ne^v (iovto-nnu/nt . If 1 s(‘o no 
piosp(ct of th.is (ji* (d >( rving th<- frietuls I ha\e in India vou will ('ertainU 
see me btddu'e the expiration of mv ti\i- \ears. 

d’lu prop» n.--lt y whi('h ^ou [joItU out among the ruling partii in h.ngland 
to tak< ad\rintag</ (d c\ ( r^' incid<uil the)’ can obtain a knowletlgi' of ti> 
pronu’lt* parlifular ends without attending to lluan lurtlHU than as a means 
to prolit th(_ niseis es at the expense' of the gentlemen in Iiulia, that I cannot 
but 1)1- ^nixioiis ia s])( cting m}' c oriespon denee w itii Mr. Kussell and relei - 
etiLes to the (Vaincil of Calcutta on that occasion, and to rer^uest even if 
that has been spoken of Viy you, it may now to the utmost of )()ur powa*r btr 
suppressed anfl lo>l in oblivion, for it being a good deal of a private nature 
and likf Jy to giA an opening to question individuals as w ell a.s the adminis- 
tration without doing me the least seivice. It is most prudtml to let the 
wh(jh mailer pass over. The friend.s of Dr. Kussell and others, I think, must 
wisli it, an<] it is as discreet to make as few* entanies as possibU*. lb?sides 
i lastings must naturally be angered by it as well as Graham, while the public 
cannot n.ct ive any adxanlage from it as things art* circumstancetl. 

My letters alr<*ady with you in England liave communicated my idea-* 
on tlie jnat tit ability of low ering the premium of interest from 8 to 5 pei 
c(*nt. t)n tlui ( ompany’s bond debt in Bengal. What I foresaw has cotne to pass 
that the state of affairs here would oblige the Government to lessen its debt 
aiul by contracting it immediately point out to the Direction the jusitness 
of the grounds on which I promulgated the scheme and the futility of the 
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objections that were urged against it because it was mine. It is the nature of 
many things to discover themselves, and where the magnitude of them points 
out the impossibility of concealment, it is a strange preverseness to imagine 
that an attempt at deception will not be detected and exposed. I give you 
what has passed at the Council Board respecting the Company’s bond debt in 
Bengal with my animadversions on the proceedings in a separate paper 
enclosed, and this may be communicated to any friends you think proper, 
as the subject is of so very public a nature. 

The war in which the Vizier, Suja-ul-Do\vla, is engaged with the Rohilla 
Chiefs, and for the prosecution of which he applied to our Government for 
aid, is from the very nature of the connexion and the subject itself likely to 
be placed in a variety of views to the animadversions of people in lingland, for 
the object may seen in different lights and d( scanti <1 upon according to the 
partial prejudice of individuals unacquainted with the first principle of good 
policy in every state, the increase of its inteinal strength and its powe?rs 
of external dcd'cnce. To accomplish the first a wclUregulated economy 
and military force that can act upon the offensive, is necessary; to effect tl)'e 
last, a barri<.*r strong against all loK.dgn jjowers and weak as iu the English 
Government, must be obtained ; and to do this the Government need only 
introduce its own military forces into the i'>tal.>lishments of the neighbouring 
princes, who in proportion to the number of English troops they entertain, 
must make a reform of their own, and, of course, wlien the English withdraw 
their troops, the diminution that was made in their own when the hhiglish 
were in their pay anrl stM‘\ ice, will leave them entirely tlefenceless again-«t 
the English; while during the time they continue the fCnglish troo[)s on their 
('stablisluncnts, they will be |:)ro[)ortionately strong and res[)ect.i})Ie jg.iin^l 
every other penver, Suja-ul-Dowla from our assistance wdll not in fact 
become stronger as to us while he pays nearly oiu: fourth of our whole, military 
expenses and engages to compensate the Company w'ith 40 lacks. Eor this 
consideration an entire brigade acts in the lleltl ns his auxiliariv.s and is nou' 
employed in limiting and fixing the Rohilla power. I lm sc ene is cunfine<i 
to the northern banks of the (janges, it being e.*xpressly stipulated that the 
English troops do not piiss the river. In this situation our military force 
continues without any diminution, and, in an instant, may hr. called within the 
limits c^f our own provinces. In the mean time the part that is on sv.rvice is paid 
by a foreign power, the whole expence is saved to us atul 40 lacks besides 
put into our Treasury. This is ccrtaiidy an object tiiid a very conseipicntial 
one when money is so much wanted and so much called for. 

Mr. Baillie is arrived and with him his very curious appointment. I 
conceive the whole to have sprung from his own bewildered imagination 
and the idea of duping the public. I told him very plainly that my wish to 
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oblige him on account of my sister Fanny would (as he might be assured) 
induce me to exert myself to obtain him a public nomination to Gualparah, 
and in any other way to assist his views there, but that I would on no 
pretence countenance any attempt he might make to possess himself of the 
Company's property to answer his own purposes. He is now nominated 
to Gualparah, and the prosecution of the trade left to his own discretion with 
his own means, but as I fear, as the piiblick do not entrust their property to his 
management and engage not in the commerce of Gualparah, that Mr. Baillie 
will find himself extremely mistaken, and that Gaulparah is not such a Peru to 
him as he wished to make the Directors think it might be made to the Company. 

I'he foregoing was written a month ago. Since then the members of the 
new Government and all your subsequent letters to me are arrived. I 
imagined from the hints you gave me to have found General Clavering as 
well as Messrs. Monson and Francis firmly disposed to co-operate with the 
Governor-General. I was, of course, surprised to find that on so early a day 
as the second of our meeting, measures should be proposed indicating the 
most hostile intentions towards the Governor- General and on a subject which 
it was impossible those gentlemen could be masters of, as they had neither 
time nor means to inform themselves of its nature or the variety of matters 
involved. Without reading the records or condescending to ask information, 
propositions were offered and voted upon with all the precipitancy which the 
gentlemen impute to their zeal and apprehensions for the orders of the 
Company and the public safety, but which I place to the account of a predeter- 
mined preconcerted s^^stem of opposition or rule to be carried on by these 
three gentlemen. And that they immediately attacked the RohilJa war and 
censured the late administration upon it, because they censured the Governor- 
General most valuable there, or at least that it was the best field for argument 
and caviling that offered. When I can methodise the facts into a kind of 
narrative I will give them to you connectedly; till then you must be satis- 
fied with my telling you that on this occasion I am with the Governor- 
General whose ideas are certainly right, whatever light they may be re- 
presented in, and whatever may be thought of them in Europe. As to the 
first engagements that is another question on which the Company must have 
decided long since, and could not be considered when the consequences alone 
deriving from them w^ere the objects of deliberation. The measure which had 
produced certain consequences was past and could not be revoked. The con- 
sideration then could only be whether we should benefit from a measure 
impossible to be retracted or not benefit from it. If we are to benefit from 
it, reason undoubtedly points to the pursuit of the most probable means 
of securing those benefits, and to this end are all my arguments on the<side 
of the Governor-General. 
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Xhe style, words and manner of Mr. Francis’s minutes are very blameable, 
and as Hastings felt himself much hurt and seemed to wish me to touch 
upon the indignity he suffered, I have taken occasion to notice it, so as to 
point it out to the public without giving cause of offence to Mr. PVancis, either 
by the harshness of my manner, or by my expression of disapprobation. 
It is difficult to surmise how these jarrings will terminate if they continue. 
It is easy to see that the public business must be obstructed in a great 
degree, as every measure proposed will be regarded with that diffidence 
and distrust inseparable from the minds of men determined on a systematical 
opposition. 

Adieu for the present and, believe me, with the most unfeigned attach- 
ment, My dear Sister etc. 

Remarks on Mrs. Mary Barwell’s account with Richard Barwell dated 
9th April 1773. 

In Mrs. Barwell’s account with Richard Barwell she debits herself for 
the following loans without its appearing on the face of the account from 
whence the money was procured. 

On a promissory note on demand 6th October 1772 ... 950 

Cash lent for £1,500 East India stock % 162J with com- 

mibsion 1-17.6 ... ... ... ... 2435-12-6 

Richard Barwcll’s proper accounts could be stated thus. To 
his credit the balance due to him on the last account 
and the further receipts of money to April 1773 as is 
done in Mrs. Barwell’s account ... ... 449-16 

The balance of the estate of Roger Barwell transferred to 

credit of Richard Barwell the heir ... ... 2047- ^-6^ 

2497. 2-6i 

From this amount the articles disbursed by Mrs, Barwell 

for Richard Barwell should be deducted ... ... 59- 5-2 

2437 -^ 7-44 

Difference between the loans and Richard Barwell’s means 
- to make loans to such an amount ... ... 

Therefore by placing this balance to the debit of Richard Barwell and 
credit of Mrs. B. it appears as if she had never received the money. If this 
was the case, and it cannot be traced that it was not the case, for what reason 
is a sum of money said to be borrowed th.at was never lent ? If it w^as 
borrowed it must have first been borrowed on account of Richard Barwell 
and from him by Mrs. Mary Barwell. In this case he should have been credited 
for the money taken up in his name and his account would have appeared 
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clear. But as the account stands at present Mrs. Barwell passed a pote 
the 6th October 1772 for ;^95o and to the gth April 1773 she had only 
received upon it /^2-4-ioi there being due at this time upon the note she 
passed ;){^947-i5-ii to make up the loan of ;^^95o 

Accounts of the estate of Roger Barwell should have all the particular 
disbursements necessarily incurred inserted in them as far as those disburse- 
ments relate to debts etc. incurred by Roger Barwell and the account should 
be signed by Mrs. Barwell executrix by appointment of Richard Barwell 
sole executor. 

Besides the cash account of the estate a list of all bills, bonds and 
securities is requisite. 

The testate of Roger Barwell from the papers bedore Richard Barwell 
stands thus : 

James Barwell the amount of his receipt ... ... 1500 

Richard Barwell the balance of the estate's cash account 2047-6-6 J 


/.isf of Bills and Securities. 

Chevalier’s Bill 1772 running at -— ■■■■ - interest 

months' after sight, this bill endorsed Robinson and Crawforrl 

Chevalier's bill 1771 at interest months’ sight 

securities Middleton and F.llis 

There will l)e upwards of two years' interest on the Bill 
for 1666-13-4 and one year’s interest on the other : this may 
be computed at least 


3968- 1 3-3 i 
i 1 666-13 ^ 


1000 


Monies of tiu! estate of Roger Barwell in England 

supposing the securities rt:alised ... ... 19182-1-2 

A^. B. Roger J 5 arwcll, if I am not mistaken, carried with him in the 
privilege of some of the officers of the ship he took his passage upon from 
5 to £7000 (seven hundred pounds) exclusive of which he received the full 
amount of his father’s legacy. If the. e sums are expended information of 
these being so will be satisfactory. 

A^. B. Supposing Messrs. Beaumont and Leyct ster to have realised 
on my account all the bills and securities transmitted by me and to ha^e 
paid from the monies realised the orders I have at times given them a 
balanc e will remain with them of about 5,000. 

Thus the amount of my estate in Mrs. Mary Barwell’s hands and 
Leyceslcr and Beaumont’s hands will be about ;^67, 58 f-i 7-5, that is, supposing 
a division of Roger's estate between me and my brother James in England. 

Abstract of the Proceedings of the Governor and Council of Bengal from 
loth February 1774 to May 1 774 touching the reduction of the Bengat debt 
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at interest and the lowering the rate of interest on that debt from 8 to 5 
with strictures on those Proceedings. 

The purport of what appears from the public records of the Bengal 
proceedings from the loth February to the beginning of May 1774 respecting 
the reduction of the Company’s debt at interest in Bengal and the lowering 
the premium of interest on that debt. 

“ The Board wanted to pay off their bond debt, and finding that many 
persons were desirous of lending their money to the Company at five per cent, 
it w^as thought an eligible way to receive as much at this rate as could not 
be supplied from their own resources, to enable them to discharge the bonds 
of a prior date to December 1770 which, in the \vhol<’, amounted to near 
13 lacks, but no publication w^as made that the Company would receiv^e money 
at 5 per cent. It was done merely by an order to the Sub-Treasurer to 
receive all that should be offered at that rate of interest 

Refnarks on the above. 

When the public had in the Treasury to the amount of 13 lacks, it appears 
unnecessary and superfluous to propose raising a further sum to discharge 
that amount, and this gives reason to suppose the resolution merely formed 
in the hope that no tender of money would have been made to the Company 
at 5 per cent. A private order to the Treasurer which the public Board did 
not avow, might justly be imagined to produce no effect, which it was calcu- 
lated to carry on the face of the records that it was the Board’s intention to 
borrow money at that rate of interest, Iia<l any monies been tendered to thenu. 
Two purposes were, therefore, doubtless intended to bo answered hv tins 
proceeding. Tlio first that Mr. Barwell’s proposition in April 1773 for lower- 
ing the rate of interest to 5 per cent, was a visionary scheme, as no monies 
were procurable at that rate of interest which appeared by the partial experi- 
ment the Board had made. The se<'OF\d that as the Company’s treasury did 
not afford the resources to call in the bonds running at 8 per cent, the 
demand for payn^ent of those bonds couhl not possibly havt: heei^ answert-d ; 
consefjuently that Mr. Barwell’s scheme recorded in April [773, liowev<'r 
plausible, would (if embraced) have involved the Govern nient in incxti icable 
difficultv" and given a severe blow to the credit of tlu* Coin})anv. Mr. Barwell, 
how'ever, was better aerjuainted with the aftluenre of llie Settlement, and the 
particular circumstances of individuals w^ho could not draw their money out of 
the public Treasury than to bring upon himself the disgrace which must 
have followed the detection of his proposal being merely speculative. I he 
proceedings of the Council in this particular the more unfair and uncandid 
those, appear the more unansw'crably do they establish that gentleman’s 
judgment in his proposition of April 1773- For under every discouraging 
circumstance, without any public advertisement issued by the Board the 
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small opening that was afforded to the wishes of individuals to lodge their 
property with the Company, produced numberless tenders. The first tenders 
were accepted under the idea that their acceptance would discourage the 
application of individuals when they found their tenders received, and of 
course, that the amount of those tenders would not arise to a sum so consider- 
able as to warrant the Board in risking such a measure as was proposed by 
Mr. Barwell in April 1773. But in this the Council were mistaken, for the 
receipt of the first tenders induced numberless others and reduced the Coun- 
cil to the dilemma of either proceeding or checking by some more direct 
means the security individuals sought by lodging their property with the 
Company. This situation produced the following resolution. 

“The bonds prior to December 1770 being discharged it was doubtful 
whether a sum equal to the amount of the bonds of 1771 which is very consi- 
derable would be offered at the Treasury at 5 per cent. It was, therefore, 
resolved to stop all receipts; but that the Sub -Treasurer should take an 
account of all monies tendered and report whether they nearly amounted to 
the sum of the bonds in question.” 

This resolution was extremely reprehensible in the two following import- 
ant respects ; first by rejecting all tenders and not publishing the pretended 
cautionary principle which induced the Board to reject them, as well as the 
not giving public assurance to those who under such circumstances should 
offer money at 5 per cent, to a preference in the new loans. Individuals 
were taught to believe that the rejection of their tenders of money at 5 per 
cent, declared the intention of Government to keep their old securities un- 
changed, and of course, there being no public declaration that a preference 
would be given to those who first tendered loans at 5 per cent, upon any 
change being made in the old securities, they were naturally discouraged from 
making any offers, as those must appear to them needless as well as impert- 
inent ; besides the dread with which they might be impressed of partial 
measures. The other respect is the Government by its mode of proceeding 
require specie to an equal amount of its paper currency in notes. Those who 
hold notes, of course, are deprived of contributing their parts in accepting 
new notes for their old ones, and the public is subjected to the unnecessary 
and extraordinary difficulty of doubling the principal of its old debt, before it 
proceeds to lower the premium of interest upon it. Whereas the renewing the 
paper currency of the Settlement at a smaller premium of interest and remov- 
ing the obstacle wdvich is obvious in the execution of the present scheme, 
though certainly more practicable and easy, has been entirely neglected. The 
Government without taking any declared measures, or using a private influ- 
ence to obtain a new loan which they deem necessary first to be obtained 
before they can liquidate their old debt, by this proceeding, in fact, discouraged 
those tenders which have been made by individuals anxious to obtain public 
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security for their money. Resides were public declared measures taken to 
this end, and individuals encouraged to lend their money to the public, what 
neccessity is there for such measures ? Is it to evince that the Company if they 
please can double their present debt ? Else why are not the present bond- 
holders called upon to renew their notes at the low pr( miuni of 5 per cent, or to 
receive their amount ? This would have forced them to the necessity of a rcnew’al 
of their notes at 5 per cent., or by throwing so much surplus specie into circ u- 
lation which the merchants would not have known how to have employed, it 
would inevitably have returned back into the Treasury upon w hatever terms 
the Government had thought proper for its acceptance. Upon the whole, 
therefore, it is apparent that the reduction of the premium of interest on the 
present debt was not the object of the Council, though the Council have un- 
doubtedly calculated their measures to carry that appearance, while, in fact, 
they had the contra tendency and have been pursued n\erely wu'th a vhnv to 
question the feasibility of Mr. Harwell’s schemt^ for lowei ing the rate of 
interest to 5 per cent. Despite, however, of all disca)uragements so many 
tenders have been made by the merchants, t}u)ugh all tenders w’cre rejected 
on the above resolution of the Board, that the Administration can no longer 
protract calling in the notes of 1771. Ai\d when I was in Calcutta in August 
last, publication was about to be issued that the notes bearing date from the 
first of January 1771 to the 31st June 1771 should be disrharg# d, and the 
bond-holders by a fixt day to tender them at the d rea^ury for payment, for 
from that period all interest should cease to accumulate upon them. Hence 
it is evident the Council were desirous to impeach Mr, Harwell’s scheme as 
visionary and continue the property ef such as were interested at the high 
rate of interest of 8 per cent, upon public security, as if their measures, 
unpromising.as they were, had success beyond (heir expectations to deri\e 
reputation to theinstdves for such success, and by tlw'clling on the superfluous 
caution wdiich was necessary to secure the credit of the Government, to pre- 
clude the first proposals of the scheme (.Mr. Harwell) from his just share of 
merit and participation in the subsequent execution of it under such a variety 
of discouraging circumstances. 

Note in the margin : — 

79189,312 O 4 8 per cent. 


*5.»5.>53 8 6 

5,36,343 ' 3 


5 per cent. 

remaining in tlie I reasury without interest. 


100,90,808 10 I 

21,01,696 9 9 Ronds paid off in the course of the year 1773- 

74. Besides paying off these bonds the whole sum due to the Restitution 
Fund has been issued from the Treasury. 
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No. 375. 

To Henry Savage, Esq., Calcutta, 

The 30/A November 1774. 

Dear Sir, 

I am much obliged by your confidential and friendly letters of 30th 
October and 27th December 1773 and 3rd February 1774. The change to 
take place in the Government of this Settlement by the Act of the Legislature 
is now effected, and the new powers established by the arrival of the members 
of the new administration. How far the innovation may be productive of 
advantages to the Company and nation, time alone must unravel, for it is 
impossible at this early period to form a conjecture of the benefits to be 
derived from so novel a system. One good consequence, however, must 
flow to the public in the political management which the old system was not 
adapted to, that is, concentering in one view the political objects of the 
different Presidencies in the alliances hereafter to be formed with the 
Princes of India. You will not, as heretofore, have one Presidency engaged 
in a war with the very Power with which another is contracting an alliance, 
but the national strength of each united under on t head will be made to 
operate conjointly in promoting the general benefit of the whoU-. Of course 
in this respect the security of the public peace and the success of our arms 
when engaged in a war, is better provided for. 

The situation of wSuja-ul-Dovvlah, since my last hitters, is much changed, 
and a political plan laid down by the old administration and conducted with 
success, has tended greatly to give security to this country with respect 
to all foreign invaders, while it h aves him in relation to our Government 
equally vulnerable as before. But after all the pains taken to give him a good 
natural barrier against the Mharattas, I am not w ithout my apprehensions that 
some late precipitate measures carried by our new colleagues, may defeat 
the end w hich has be cn laboured, and, in a degree, obtained by a course of 
prosperity which the internal feuds of the Mharatta Government facilitated. 
The time seized for executing the projects formed by the Vizier w'as well 
chosen, and the full employment of the Mharattas at home by their intestine 
divisions, gave full leisure to execute all that was proposed for the Vizier’s 
future security in that quarter- Whatever objections might have been started 
with reason to involving the Government in the first instance in the Vizier's 
schemes, yet when those schemes have been successful, the measures to be 
subsequently pursued should doubtless have been to give permanency to the 
advantages acquired, and not to have risked those advantages by precipitate 
resolutions which neither policy nor necessity dictated. It is a sti^ange 
kind of zeal in men totally ignorant, uninformed and utter strangers to 
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the political interests of the country, to argue upon the letter of the Company's 
orders, without regarding their spirit, that an absolute good really obtained 
is not to be supported, because in their opinions the old administration 
stepped rather beyond the line prescribed by the Company. This is 
certainly more specious than solid for admitting the old administration wrong 
in stepping beyond a prescribed line. The propriety of their conduct was not 
the object of their deliberation, but how far the good resulting from such 
conduct was to be the object of the new Government. This our colleagues 
loose sight of and seem only anxious to fix an imputation on the boldness 
of the measures determined by the late Government which had fully operated 
and could not be revoked. F"or your further information I give to your 
perusal some detached minutes on the subject wliich it is not in my power 
at present to connect, both for want for time and a ready reference to the 
records engaged in the hands of copyists to b(? preparecl for Kurope by this 
ship. As I had no part in the resolutions of the former administration, being 
precluded from their debates by my distant situation at Dacca, my sentiments 
are totally unbiassed in the support I now give to their measures, — measures 
which it is possible I might not have come into at the time from difficulties that 
might then have struck me, but to which it is now impossible to object, as 
prosperity has marked them with the strongest stamp of propriety an<l 
dissipated every apprehension that might, in the first instance, have been 
entertained of their consequences. 

The savings of full one fourth of your whole military expenses and tlie 
wealth exclusively acquired by political connexions with the Vizier make our 
finances in a flourishing state and must happily retrieve your affairs, should 
they not bo involved by the precipitate resolutions that h.ave been passed 
touching our connexions with the Vizier. It is to be hoped, however, that 
affairs are in such a train that our prospects of benelitting by the Vizier's 
successes cannot be defeated. I think they will not, though I wish the 
chance of their being effected had not arisen in the resolutions that have been 
risked on the subject at this critical juncture. 

The Board of Commerce is just formed, and in a few days, the business 
of the Presidency with the appointments depending upon it will be arranged. 
They are necessarily protracted till the hurry of business on the despatch of 
the ship is over. 

The scheme I adventured for lowering the rate of interest on the Com- 
pany's bonds and treated as visionary, you will have a full idea of by perusing 
the enclosure on that subject. What has been done vindicates my sentiments, 
and what is to do will further confirm that I judged right of the matter. 

I have the pleasure to inform you the investment of this year will be 
large, and that the Dacca goods provided in my Chiefship marked with my 
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initials on the bale tickets, are of better quality and cheaper than any you 
have had provided within these five years last past, and I hope the regulations 
I formed for those aurungs, if steadily adhered to, will produce to the public 
all the benefits I flattered myself they might derive from them. Believe me 
to be, etc. 


No. 380. 

To John Cator, Esq. Calcutta, 

The '^oth November 1 7 74. 

Sir, 

Your polite and obliging letter of the 26th October claims my earliest ac- 
knowledgments and adds, if it be possible, to the inclination that prompts my 
friendship to your brothers. Joseph will in time, I hope, be freed from his in- 
cumbrances, and William with discretion benefit himself by the Company’s 
service. It is difficult, however, to fix a period for the labors of any man in this 
country, and more so at present as the prospect is more discouraging. 

Accept my thanks, Sir, for the tender of your services, and as I confide in 
your professions of rendering them, permit me to submit to yourself the judg- 
ment of such occasions and opportunities as may offer for the exertion of 
your interest. 


No. 381. 

To John Purijng Esq., Calcuita, 

The 30/// November^ ^774 

Dear Sir, 

1 am favored by your letters of the 4th November 1773 and 28th March 
1774. The friendly freedom with which you have indulged me with your senti- 
ments calls for my earliest acknovvledgeme.its. I feel myself obliged not only 
for the favors themselves, but for the manner in which they have been conferred, 
and as it is the happy lot of very few engaged in public life to enhance an 
obligation by the mode of rendering it, it appears so peculiarly your province 
to do all things handsomely by your friends that I must be insensible indeed 
to the finer feelings of the mind if I did not feel every service you have done 
me enhanced by the manner of doing it. 

The value 1 have for your friendship is so connected with my own honor 
and prospects in life that without professions you must be persuaded of my 
wish to confirm you, my Friend, and that wish will, of course, lead me on every 
occasion to such opportunities of gratifying those in whose welfare you are 
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particularly interested, and whose intimate connexions with you call upon me, 
exclusive of all personal regard 1 may have for the men themselves, to watch 
over their interests. You will doubtless be informed by Charles of his present 
situation, and that it is likely to be confirmed to him by the Governor’s acqui- 
escence. How permanent it may be rendered it is difficult to affirm positively, 
but I think if we get over the first year there is little risk of his being 
maintained in the Chiefship afterwards to as long a period as he may choose 
to continue in it. 

At your instances and the instances of my other friends 1 redoubled the 
efforts I had previously made to fix a confidential and friendly intercourse 
with the Governor, and the circumstances of the times concurring with my 
endeavours every obstacle has been removed, and we are now on the most 
social footing. I wish I could say as much of our associates who, I am con- 
cerned to remark, have entered on the Government with dispositions as 
apparently hostile to Hastings as 1 expected they would have be^ n oth(!r\vise. 
The Rohilla war has been the subject of their cavils which, though brought to 
a period and the money engagements in a good train, was taken up on 
second day of our meeting with a precipitation that seeuned to indicate that 
if they had waited for information they were apprelvnsive of losing the 
opportunity of finding fault and proclaiming to all llni powers of Hindustan 
that a new influence had with tlu^ new powers taken place in this 
Government. The mortification which the Governor has exptrrienced in 
the recall of his Agent from the Vizier’s court, the demand made for his 
private correspondence with Mr. Middleton after his assuring the memliers 
that he would lay before them whatever might be necessary for their informa- 
tion on public matters, and then proceeding to Resolutions \vitho»it ri^ading 
the correspondence called for and which they deemed absolutely reejuisite to 
determine them in the measures to be pursued, are such extraordinary acts 
that it is out of my power to account for them. The public certainly is not 
concerned in them, and as to zeal for the public safety that n(jt being at risk 
the pretext is seen through. Were the engagements entered into by the* late 
administration with the Vizier improper in the first instance, the measure was 
past irretrievable and beyond the reach of any remedy, and, of course, ought 
not to have been a subject for delibc:ration. 'Fhc matter to be deliberated was 
what consequences are to be drawn from past measures, and what are the best 
means to secure the benefits to be derived from them. Instead of thi-., without 
any competent knowledge of the subject, censures were passed on wlial could 
not be rectified if wrong, and measures determined upon that must at once 
alarm the mind of the Vizier and risk those benefits vvliich were flowing into the 
Company. The best idea I can give you of this strange and unexpected 
difference without making my letter intolerably long, is by furnishing you 
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with the most material minutes written on the occasion. I cannot connect 
them for want of time and a ready reference to the records. I think, however, 
the occurrences sufficiently marked to render the whole conversant to one, con- 
versant as you are in India politics. I must observe before I quit this 
subject that I was not consulted on the measures of the late administration 
touching the Rohilla war, and that it is very probable if I had been I should 
have disapproved of the engagements in the first instance, as I might have 
been apprehensive of danger attending their completion, but when success 
has precluded the apprehension of danger, and in the fullest manner vindi- 
cated the measure, all objection is removed, and nothing is left me but to 
approve and to pursue the best means my judgment points to in securing the 
utmost advantages to be derived from the prosperous situation of our public 
affairs. In this sentiment I have supported the measures of the Governor- 
General and have the chagrin to find myself in the minority, but as the Book 
of Numbers here is not so infallible as in England, I flatter myself with finding 
my opinions approved. 

Should the precipitate measures which have taken place not affect the 
payment of the sums stipulated by the Vizier, and he shall continue to pay 
one fourth of our military charges by retaining a brigade of our troo[>s, 1 think 
in one twelve month more the Company will be extricated from all tludr diffi- 
culties in Bengal, d'here is a handsome sum in the Treasury, large payments 
expected from the Vizier and a saving of twenty lacs in the military charges 
if the Vh/icr keeps the brigade, all which will be applied to the liquidation of 
their debts : the surplus of the revenue supplying the calls for investment 
and bills from Bombay. 

The Company's interest debt last August stood as follows : — 


Bonds paid off in 1773-4 ... 

Do. running at 8 per cent. 
Do. running at five per cent 
Money laying without interest 


Rs. A. p. 
21,01,696 9 9 

79,89,313 o 4 

I5»i5»i53 8 6 
5,86,343 I 3 


Total ... 100,90,808 10 1 

Beside the payment of bonds to the amount above specified, the whole sum due 
to the Restitution Fund has been issued from the Treasury. Thus you perceive 
what I mentioned respecting the powers of this Government, was not specu- 
lation, and that it can with attention to its means rise superior to all its 
incumbrances. You will receive a large provision of goods this year, but 
from the late arrival of the Northumberland and the loss of the Asia I very 
much fear we shall want tonnage, even though the two transports should be 
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taken up on freight. The Dacca goods you will, I flatter myself, find improved, 
or the trouble I have taken to retrieve that investment, will prove so much 
labour lost. 


No. 382. 

To John Manship, Esq. Calcutta, 

The '^oth Hovember 1774 

Dear Sir, 

It is with real pleasure I seize the opportunity that is offered me, and 
flatter myself a literary intercourse, while a personal one is denied me, may 
produce that esteem and friendship I am anxious to cultivate with a person 
for whom my dearest friend (Mrs. Barwell) professes the warmest regard. 
I have been taught by long experience to place a high value on the friends 
she has chosen, worth parts and probity the objects of her n^spect marking 
every character distinguished by her approbation and doing ecpial crt.*dit and 
honor to every connection in which she has been |ih‘ased to engage me. I havtr 
been favored with the communication of your wishes in bc^half of Mr. Wilkin- 
son, and shall be happy on any occasion that may offer to testify my attention 
to your recommendation, I have taken the first opportunity to intimate this 
disposition to Mr. Wilkinson who, I believe, is at present situated agreeably 
to himself at Burdwan and pcrfe< tly satisfied with his appointment to that 
Subordinate. 

By the public advices transmitted in this packet, you will receive accouni-j 
of the Government of this Presidency being established conform.abl)' to tlie 
Act of the Legislature, and at the same time, be concerned to find, there is no» 
that degree of harmony in the opinions of the members who form the new 
Government, as might be wished for and is essential for the dispatch of the 
many weighty affairs which fall to their province. I would flatter myself, 
however, with a better understanding amongst ourselves and a greater degrcf* 
of deference thaji has hitherto been shown to the sentiments of the Governor- 
General, until experience shall have rendered our new associates more compe- 
tent judges of the internal political interests of this country. Siu h early differ- 
ences, I confess, do not carry with them the most promising appearances of a 
future cordiality, but as I hope our object is ultimately the same, we shall 
accord in prosecuting it with unanimity and admit no partial aim to defeat 
the purposes for which we have been selected by the Legislature and placed 
in an eminent and conspicuous point of view to the whole nation, the eyes of 
which fix upon our conduct and call for an accomplishment of its expectations 
in services to be rendered. For my part I will frankly declare that should the 
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scene contrary to my hopes, prove one continued controversy that I am detef- 
inined to withdraw from it, not influenced by disgust to a precipitate resigna- 
tion of the post assigned me, but from conviction that I cannot fill it with honor 
to myself or advantage to the public. The records of the Company by this 
ship will give you full information of all that has passed since the change in 
the Government took place, and your own juflgment will decide on the recti- 
tude of the reasonings on each side of the question, and how far either may 
have erred in the sentiments delivered upon it. I can only observe (and it 
may be necessary to observe it) that I was neither consulted nor did partake 
in any degree in the measures determined by the old administration for prose- 
cuting the Vizier’s schemes on the Rohilla country. Of course the opinion 
I have delivered is not biassed by any retrospective view. When I took my 
seat at the Board I found the war happily brought to an issue, and certain ad- 
vantages the consequences of the engagements of the late administration 
flowing into the Company. Not to put these to risk and to adopt a policy 
that might secure them to the Company, appeared to me so plain and direct 
a line that, without yiehling my judgment to the strangers to this country, I 
was indispensably bound to pursue it. 1 considered not in this, how far the 
measures of the old administration were right in their first instance, but how 
far it might be proper to put to the risk the benefits accruing from them, 
benefits just presented to our rtiach and which alone could be rendered doubt- 
ful by the precipitancy of our own resolutions. It is possible I might not 
have concurred in the measures of the old administration in their first instance, 
as appreluMisions of danger in their execution would probably have checked 
my assent, but when prosperity obviates that objection, I approve without 
hesitation the policy on which the measures were grounded ami congratulate 
the Company as well on future as on present advantages to be derived from 
them. 

Should the Vizier continue to bear the burthen of one fourth part of our 
whole military cxpenccs, and the sums stipulated by him be punctually dis- 
charged, Bengal will be extricated from ail its incumbrances. Twenty one 
lacs of the debt at interest is already paid off. The sum due to the Restitu- 
tion claimants discharged as well as Navy, and a large balance still remaining 
in the Tre^isury. This balance with the savings of one fourth of the military 
charges (supposing the brigade retained by the Vizier a twelve month) 25 lacs, 
and the sums due on the treaties with the Vizier, will go to liquidate all the 
bond debts. The surplus of the revenues of Bengal being equal to the fur- 
nishing cargoes for the ships and the supplies required at Bombay. This is, 
I believe, a very different picture from what Bengal even before presented 
and verifies all that I have long affirmed, that there were powers in ‘this 
Government under proper management to answer fully the expectations of 
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the Company and of the Government of England. May no dissensions inter- 
rupt the revenue or political economy of the country I fervently pray. 


No. 383. 

To Lawrence Sullivan, Esg. Calcutta, 

I'he November 1774. 

My dear Sir, 

My last letters, 1 fear, did not encourage the wish you had formed for 
a cordial and confidential union between your friends. You must allow me 
the freedom to rank myself as such as well as Mr. Hastings who, though better 
known to you, is not more anxious than myself to be approved of that 
number. 

My unremitted endeavours, the circumstances of the times, and a simila- 
rity of views, I am happy to assure you, has now firmly bound the Governor 
and me reciprocally to each other. The bottom on which I have established 
our confidence is, I think, so fixt that 1 hesitate not to prophesy, it will be the 
firmest attachment and the most stable he has formed since his last return to 
India, and as I am confident we must be mutual friends I have nothing to 
wish or desire in which I do not connect lus interest with my own. As soon 
as I received your letters I sent them to him and accotnpanied them with 
such an address as must have at once convincecl him of my devotion to the 
views of our mutual friends and the sincerity of all my former advances. Let 
it suffice we are now one^ and in being so, I have all the reason to think that 
some expectations of a contrary teatlency have betui greNitly dis.ippt^inled. 

You will doubtless hoar from Hastings all that has past since the new 
powers took the rules. Mortifying as his situation is, I am glad, very glael, to 
observe in him a resolution to support his burthen. I suffer with him the chagr- 
in of dividing in the minority, but as this is neither novel to me or to him, 
vide Vansittart’s Government, you may trust the temper and firmness with 
which every matter that involves the [>iiblic interests, will be supported by 
the Governor-General. I will not take up your time or my own by entering 
into particulars, but refer you, in case you should not he furnished with a 
relation from Mr. Hastings, to my sister who has some detached minutes that 
throw a light on what has been transacted. 

I flatter myself something will be done for Captain Tryon to his satisfac- 
tion. I have been very solicitous to assist him, and the Governor is equally 
anxious to show his respect to your recommendation of that unfortunate 


man. 
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No. 384. 

To Ralph Leycester, Esq. Calcutta, 

Tho y:ith November 1774. 

Dear Leycester, 

I have received from you in the course of this season letters of the 
following dates : 6th November 1773, 20th and 31st January, 15th and 31st 
March and iith April 1774. 

I shall confine myself at present to a few lines and merely to your own 
affairs. I have not time to adjust and send you a statement of your concerns, 
but as your monies are safe, you will be satisfied with a temporary omission of 
accounts. The Restitution has been paid to the last anna and which, I under- 
stand, is now about to be issued. This will liquidate your claims on that account, 
unless the equity of the claimant’s pretensions to an interest shall be admitted. 
I cannot, however, flatter you that it will here be esteemed a debt bearing 
interest, unless the decision of the law establishes the rigid of the claimants 
to interest, and should this prove the case, the Company will pay dearly for 
having kept back the sums due since 1765, on account of the Restitution. The 
interest simply, T believe, amounts to 14 lacs of rupees, an object too conse- 
quential, 1 believe, for the (jovernment in Europe to admit, unless inlluenced 
by the compulsive power of tlie Black Gown. 

Your hill in favor of Mr. Cliarlton for Rs. 856-5-3 shall be discharged, but 
it will be without interest. 

All tilt* bonds of the Company running at 8 |>er cent, are now sold at a 
premium of 3^ and 4, so that the preference rather lays on the side of the 
5 per cent., as the others will be shortly liquidated, either by an entire discliarge 
of the whole 8 per cent., or a reduction of it to the footing of the 5 per cent, 
so that you must expect all your latter securities in 5 per cent., for a.s to 
private credit I think it so precarious that I cannot advise loans to any p(*rsons 
engaged in commerce, however much the difference in the premium of interest 
may be esteemed an object. 

You write me you would be content with 2/1 the current rupee for good 
bills. My Friend, such are the distresses of individuals that the Navy bills have 
been purchased at i/qi per rupee. If, therefore, you have an offer of two shil- 
lings and the money lodged in a banker's hands in FLngland, seize the tender 
without hesitation. Should you like it not I will thank you for it and honor 
your draft to the amount of lacs for what I want not, others will be happy to 
obtain. 

I do not write to Dr. Lushington and have in consequence to beg you 
will inform him that I will take care of his monies and send him his account 
by next ship. ♦ 

My respects to Mrs. Leycester and remember me to your little ones. 
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No. 385. 

To Mr. John Loner., Junior. Calcutta, 

The 30/4 Novetnher 1774 . 

Dear Sir, 

As an old ac (inainlanct- you must allow nur the* freodoju tf) con^ratulatt* 
myself on being restored to you. A man who by long absenoe from his 
country, may be said to r< turn to a strange one, shouhl it ever by his lot to 
re*turn, rtreeiva^s a serisible* satisfac tion from th<* idea that he* sliall bt* rceoo- 

O 

nised by those ht' once knew first, as our rem<'mbranre of each other must 
be. Still it is a privih go f am extrcnu*ly tcm.n ions of and sliall use as my only 
Intioduclor when I olfer you n^y hand in Lngiand in l»-^timony of my being 
liappv to see you. In the meantime* whilt* I feel tnyself obliged by your .le- 
knowIc:dgc‘menls ol th - attentions \ paid to your brother, 1 ( x[)i riemea* ihat 
respect for your se‘ntiments as lead me to place a high valur* on \our tutui'?: 
friendship, and partic ularl\- t > reepu st I may be: in.lulgcnl with It. 


No. 386. 

To rniTLlR AfM.rCK, l^SQ., ( ALCUTl’A, 

'/'he 30/4 AV '7 177.4. 

Dear .Akflec k. 

Few p(^ople profit by ach'ic<-, and obstinacy still attends the steps (jf a.M*. 
Honest Sancho was vc'ry happy in applying thes<* ohl saws and always to 
prfwe the N c rv oppc:>'-itc' of tin* posit ion-> they laid ilow n. This, in the: prc'-ent 
instance, is my ( ase, ftn* 1 mean to tell you that I do not find with increase of 
years, inc re ase* of mulishn<*ss or th<* least inclination to shut m\' ears to the 
reasonings c:>f my friends. In shcart, you ha\ e made' cpiile a pre.st lyl** i)f 
and have fairly turned the scah' in la\c»r ol lla*'liiu’s, who, witlt all his pt^culi.L 
rities and extreme jealousy in honorary eompet it ions, has man\’ great .and 
valuable cpialities. These bis bitteri*st e nemies must allow, llioiigh the\^ may 
think proper to share' Lht*m with his foibles and dim their lustre bv opposing 
the stream of infirniilies through which tiny will still shim*. You will, I rnak'* 
no d<.>ubt, be coneerned to he ar that opinic'ins on s<^nn* public measures deli- 
vered by our assoc iatc^s in the Govern nu n t , .are lud so harmonious as might 
be wished. I confess my expe ctations ha\c: been greatly disappointed, for as 
I looked to the opposite conduct. I \vas c cjually surprised as hurt by the pre- 
cipitancy with wliich our c^olleagues entered into an immediate opposition to 
the, views of the Governor-General. To ente r minutely on the subject of our 
differences would lead me bceyond the limits of a letter. I will leave you, 
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therefore, to obtain the information of tliose who may be masters of the subject 
and are possessed of the papers that treat of it. For you must see the whole 
connectedly, or you will possibly be led to form a partial judgment. I am 
entirely unconcerned in the (K^terminations of the old administration, having 
bi'cn precluded from their deliberations by my absence! at a subordinate station. 
My sentiments, of course, cannot be taxed with a bias from any retrospective 
view to support the measures in which I participated. They will, therefore, I 
lliink, have the wadght of being d» liv<ned by an unconcerned obse rver who 
ran have no inducement but the conviction that the approbation he gives is 
due where it is bestowed. 

I am at a loss to know w hy you speak so particularly of young Chollet, as 
if 1 had done him some essential servic I can pretend to no other merit than 
that of having shown liim the common civilities of my house, and more rea lly 
has not been in my power, if you mean to u[)braid me for not having clone 
more. I^ut should th<‘ trilling civilities 1 have! show n young Chollet, have* in- 
fluenced his father’s and your acknowledgements you have so far overrated 
th e*in, that you perceive they have: impressed another idea on my mind. 

From those who manage your Navy claims on the Treasury, you will under- 
stand them to be discharged w ithout a difhculty. Indeed, w e are so rich that 
not only is the Navy money, but the Restitution and tw enty lacks of our interest 
debt is paid off, and if the stipulations with the Vi/ier are not obstructed by 
our late pr« ci|)itate resolves, and ht! cemtinues to retain a brigade with hin>, tlie 
whole interest debt ol 13 engal will be li(]uidated in the course of 1775. This 
is a scene entiiely nenv from this (|uarter, and as I ha\ i: always saiti, would lx* 
presemted to the jiublic whenever the powers of Bengal were ealhal forth by 
careful attention ami management. 


No. 387. 

To Richard Bkchkr, Calcutta, 

The 30^4 November 1774. 

Dear Sir, 

1 have received your letter of tlie 5th December 1772 and 7tli July 
1773. You wall long since have beard the seejutd ol our inquisition busi- 
ness on Mabmed Ri/.a ("awn, as the papers ai e, I believe, transmitted very 
full and satisfactory. I think they cannot fail to give you satisfaction. 
The poor man still remains in (Calc utta, and wdiethe-r it be pretem e or real 
iridigem e, I understand lie is about to sell off his dead stock in houses and 
convert it into mom^y. What degree of reparation the Company may 
think due to him, must be best known to you w'ho are upon the spot, but 
I should su[)pose the office of w'hich he w^as deprived will never again be 
revived, and consequently cannot be restored to him. 
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What a disagi'foable scene liave you, my gooil Fri( nd, bemi involved 
in, and how superior has Lonl Clive risen from llie attack made on his 
fame and fortune ? 1 congratulate you, most lurartily congratulate you, on 
the turn of affairs and Hatter myself, the spirits of the muititucKr arc calmed 
by the thorough and rigorous investigati(jn now tcrmin;Ut il. May the 
subject sleep forever, and no cncieavors c^f party fac tion or of private 
pique revive.it. I beg, wlien ) on see Lord Clive, you would prese nt my 
respects to him, assure him I shall l)e happy to rank in the number of his 
friends and to execute! any c ommands he may think prop* r to favor 
me with. 

(ieneral Clavering and tlu^ other mcml)ers of the nc!v\ ( jovtu'nmt nL 
are arrived at the latter end of October. The c hange in consequence was 
promulgated at thc! lu*ad of the Grenadier Company through tlie town, 
and copies (;f the Acl of Parliament dispersed throughoul tlu: provinces 
to be published to the natives, d'he powt‘rs vested in tlu! L.tW 13t part- 
ment, unless exe rcise tl with great moderation and respect to the usages 
of the country, will, I apprehend, risk the sueci ss of the new sN>ii.-m. The 
Lord Chief Jiistif'C stums a man of tem[)<^r and |.>robiLy with a jnind (‘idargtMl, 
and a disposition to moderate his .system in its o[)eration.s by th(‘ local 
knowledge be may <.)btain. Such appearaiu'es an* Hattering, aiul I hope, 
will not b(.‘ provetl mere a ranees when put to tin* tist, for a jarring 
bet\ve(m the powers of (jovernnn rit ami the |)Owers of the (iowii, must be 
attt'ndi'd with the most fatal coiisccjinmces to tlu: revenue of tlie coiinlrv. 

Allhough the rc x enues of Hi!ngal are not raised, tiie j)olitiral and internal 
economy of the (imernment has enabled it to wdj)e olf most of its incum- 
brances. d'lu* Xavv and Ivostitution c laims an* disciiargcu 1, .nid t\v( nty 
lacs of tlie lL)nd dc bt cMitirely paid off. Another part is reduced to live 
per cent., and the remainder, I c xp<‘Ct, w ill bc' w holly li(juidatc d by this time 
twelve montli. The (bj\ a rnment’s ability to effe ct all this ai ist‘s from the 
following ('ausc s . — 

Retrenc'hment by order c.)f the Court ot Directors in salaries, stipends 
and state pensions. 

The sale of hdliaba«l and Cejrah. 

The em].doym(*nt of a brigade* in Suja-ul -Do wlali’s dominions at ?,io,oot> 
per mensem paid by him for its support, which give's a saving of one fourth 
of our military t*xp(*nces. 

d he stipulation of 40 iacs tear the si rvices rc*n im'ed by the brigade 
in the Vizier’s war with the Kohillas. 

My compliments to Mrs. 1^. and good wishes to your growing family 
abruptly^introduced me. I am, etc. 

[ To be continued . ] 



Eeavee from (Bbt^or'e 
Qlofes(^eoft. 


l-IKRE is Bishop Hebei's d(‘scription (August 28, 1S28) of the Cornwallis 

monument at Gha/ipur (GhaztM pore) . 

It has a white dunie like a peppt'r-pot, but wht'n the yoii»i;' trees, which are growinjr tip 
rotind about it, shall have jjot a little hi^lter^ it will not look ill from the river 

Dnritijr our drive this eveninj^ I had a nearer view of l.ord Cornwallis’s monument, which 
€:ertainly dot's not improve on close inspection ; it has been, evidently, a very ct^stly building ; 
its rn.itcrials art; ex< client, beirt^ ol the finest freestone 1 ever saw, and it is an imitation of the 
celebrated S\bills' temple, of lar^e proportions, solitl niasoni\, arnl raisei! above the ground t>n .a 
lofty and sirikint; basement But its pillars, instead of beautiful Corinthiati \Vt II- tinted, are o^' 
the meatu'bt Doric. They are quite tr)o slender for their height, and for the heavy entablature and 
coriu('e whii'h rest on them. The dome, instead of springing from nearly the same level with the 
roof of the surrounding portico, is raised ten feet higher on a most ugly and unmeaniirg atti** 
stnry, and the wiiitlows (which are tpdte useless) ar«t the most e.xlraordin.iiy embrasuies ffor they 
resemble nothing else) that 1 ever s.aw out of a fortress. Above all, tlu; building is utterly 
uujiu'auing, it i •, Tieithor a temple nor a tomb neither Itas altar, statue, (>r inscription. It is in 
fart a folly ” of the same sort, but far more .ambitious .and <'ostly, than that which is buik 
at B.arrMr'kp<.u)r, and it is vexatious to think that .a very h.amlstjmo CThurc'li might have been built, 
and a h.'iudsome m.arble monument to Lor<i Cornw.illis placed in its interior, for litih? tuore money 
than has been employed on a thing, which, if .any f(.)reigner .-.aw it, .an event lut'kily not very 
probable) vvaiuld aflkird srdjject for nujckcuy to all who read his travels, at the expense of Anglo- 
Indian ideas of .'irchifecture. Cgly as it is, however, by itself, it m.ay vet be made a good u.st? of, 
by m.'ikiug it serve the purpose of a detached ‘‘ torre campanile ” to the new C hurch which is 
required for the station ; to this last it would save the neccs.sity of a steeple or cupola, and would 
nnif.li lessen the e.Kpense of the building, hut the times are, 1 fear, unpropitious for any grants of 
iJ'is nature from the Indian Cjovernrnent. Yet the wants of this station are so ur>fent, for when 
they have Ivurtjpean soldiers here again, they will have no building of any kind to rect'ivc them 
for worship, .aiul the representation which the principal civil and military servant.s have made to 
me, i-, so strong, that it is absolutely my ciuty to urge the laisc, and I will c;ertainly do so 
of a Jou^nevt V'ol. I, pp. 341. - 345 ) 

The Bishop, on August 30tlt, writes : — “ the present, or rather the late 
Churcli, a very larg^e building, thatched like a barn, with a wide span which 
ha.s force d the side-walls out of the perpendicular ; indeed, the whole is in a 
very forlorn condition, and I am surprised that it has stood through these 
rains." 'The existing Church of St. Thomas was completed iu 1837. 


Mr. W. S. Seton-Karr in his Cornwallis {^Rulers of India Series) states 
that “ Cornwallis lies at Ghazipur, in a monument described as a domed quasi- 
Grecian building, with a marble statue by Flaxman.” This statement is 
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based on an error in the Imperial Gaseftcer of India. Beneath the dome, 
as may be seen, in the accompanying illustration, there is a pillar which 
bears some vt ry tine work by Flaxnuin, a medallion portrait of Cornwallis, 
and a very lengthy inscription. 


In my “ Leaves^’ for July-September of la;-.t 3’eai, 1 piintrtl the letter ol 
the Council in Bengal, dated 8th September, 1770, to the Court of Director^. 
In that letter the ('ouncil record their triumph over the Seler't Committee. 
Pit cher, the Resident at th<* Durbar of Murshidabad, was committt'd to lie' 
(‘xisting system of administering tin.' revenmrs as much as possible threaigh 
machinery <jf the Country (jovernment, and had, as far as lay in his power, 
thwarted tin: policy of pilacing the administration ol the Diwan in the hands 
of Cnglish Collectors, or, as they were' called, “ Suj>ravis(>r‘^.’' Bei her. it is 
to bo? addeil, liad bet.m nominatc-d b\' tlu' Directors to >>iie('et d (dirtier in tlu 
Governor’s chair. The result of tlu? controvers)’ w.is that the Directors u[)lu*hl 
the Council against the Select Committee, Cartit;r was laum^ved from office, 
Becher was ordc'rcd honu*, and Messrs. Russell and I'loycr weia: re-transferred 
to Madras, whence thc^^ had been brought b)' Lord Cli\ v‘ in 17^5 in order tf) 
supc'rsede tlit' scorned Bengal Civilians. This dra^th' im asure led directly 
to the promotion of Warren llasting.s to ihe (jovermnent of Fort William in 
1772. 


'Fhc references to tin? famine and plague of 1769-70 in th«' lollowing 
1 < tters are of inlcucst in ronm'Ction with vSir William Hunter’s handling 
of that subject in his Rural Annals of Dr figal. 

Pkf.simf.ni and Sklkct Commi rri-ui:, Fort \Villia:\i. 

To TUI' CocRT OF DiKFcroKs. | Kerfivod per tf Walrs, May 12, I77> ] 

30th Octifber 1770. 

15 . Wii oouUl not avo’ut taking iu»ii<'cot tb'- sum icmitteil from thr: l.asl yrar*s stiltlt-mt 
altho’ we were persuaded that the Resident .at ttie Dm liar and Mohomed Re/ca Cawn were eoinp'dk '.l 
to the necessity of making so considerable a reduction in your Revenue in order to answer th - 
humane, and indeed political, purpose of relie\ ing the trtily c.alainitoU'^ state of the countrv ' 4 iid 
its wretched inhabitants. 

16. When we reflect on your orders and expectations from the ihitifs aridng on salt, we 
cannot but be greatly concerned at the disappointment yo\i must necessarily nu et with from the 
last year's produce of that branch of your Revenue. Us falling so v'ory short of your estimate makes 
us strongly suspect that the Phousdar of Hughley has either betm extremely negligent in hi.i 
duty or dishonest in the management of the business committed ito his charge. This district is 
now under the management of a Supravisor from whose invt'stigalion the conduct of the Phousdar 
will be fully discovered ; and, if it appears that he h.as committed any fraudulant at tions, we sh.all 
call him to very severe account. Under the Supravisor wo fcxpect this important branch of your 
Revenlies will be revived and ascertained with greater precision than it has been hitherto. 
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17. From the very serious representations of the Resident at the Durbar and Mohoined Reza 
Cawn, we were at length with much ditliculty indueed to withdraw from some of the Supravisors 
that eontrouling a>ithority whieh the Committee intended should be vested in them all. We 
thought an adherence to the original plan more suitable to the consistency or dignity of Govern- 
ment than a change, which might, if an association really existed, inspire the accomplices with 
fresh confidence. The Resident at the Durbar, on the other hand, assured us that the collections 
ctmld not he ('arried on if the controlling power was continued to these gentlemen, that it would 
interrupt the business ami create pretext for balances, that the active powers was (s/c) the only 
effectual one and that it was too great to be entrusted all at once ; and he further urged the distresses 
tif the conjuiK'turc and i ri'stdlicicncy of your funds, which he thought made it a most unfit season 
for t'Xpcrimcnt ; offering it as his opinion, at the same time, that it would be most expedient 
to commence by slow degrees, first to invest a few of the Supravisors with the active powers and 
confine the rest to the administration of justice and the improvement of themselves in the knowledge 
of the country. Many other forcible arguments, which are recorded in our proceedings, were 
\jrgod on this occasion, and we thereupon at length gave our consent that the eontrouling 
power should for the present be only invested in Messrs. Kelsall, Graham. Vansittart, Ducarell and 
Stewart. But in this our intention has been frustrated by orders since issued by the Council 
in their Secret Department confirming the eontrouling power to all the Supravisors which 
was orignally vested in them. 

John Caktikr. 

June 2S. Cl.mji) Rltssei.l. 

ClIARLKS F'lOYKR. 


SkI.PCT CoMMlTTKli TO THK Coi’RT OF DIRECTORS. 

The 1 2 th December 1770. 

Our Public better will inform you of our immediate compliance with your orders received by 
the Mansfield for the reduction of the Counc'il, and for the recall of those members of Council 
acting as chiefs of subordinates to the Presidency ; but, as you mentioned your having given full 
instructions to your Commissioners concerning this plan, which would so essentially alter the 
former system of your Government here, we immediately wrote to the Presidency of Madras, to 
forward us such extracts of your General Letter to the Commissioncio as had any tendency to the 
affairs of this Settlement, or that, if they considered themselves unempovvered to open these letters, 
they would forward them down to us, being cautious of forming arrangements which might 
differ from those in your instructions to the Commissioners, and wishing to avail ourselves of the 
method you might have pointed out to them. In the common cause, we may now expect an 
answer in a few days, by which time all the membe-s will be assembled at the Presidency, and 
we shall carry the whole of your commands into execution conformable to the plan you have 
drawn in your instructions to the Commissioners. 

5. We have no longer the power of conducting your Revenue ; this is a charge usurped by 
the Board. To them it, therefore, belongs to explain the cau.ses from whence they have decreased 
and the degree in which they will answer the expectations you have conceived. Sorry we are that 
our Hon’ble Masters should be so severely disappointed. We should wish that the evils impending 
over this Settlement were further removed than they appear to be, and that a provision against them 
was not immediately necessary. We would wish that these evils, how'ever, they shall affect us, may 
only prove a secondary consideration to the Company ; but, whatever may have been our opinion, and 
whatever the share which we are to have in the execution of your commands, we shall always 
show that submission which is due to superior judgment and the obedience which we owe to the 
directions of our Hon’ble Employers. * 



LEAVES FROM THE EDITORS S NOTE^BOOK. 


95 


SiiLEOT Commuteh of Uenoal to niK CoKRT OK Dikkctous. i 2 th Fcbrttary lyyr, 

2. Notwithstanding the severity of the late famine and the gr<*at reduction of people thereby, 
some increase has been made on the settletn«*nts both of the Bengal and Bah.ar Provinces for the 
present year; and we hope, as the country recovers itself in succeeding years, a mu<'h larger increase 
may be made, without oppressing the ryotts. From the progress already made in the collections 
and from the attention and vigilance of the Council of Revenue and the Supravisors in the differ- 
ent districts, we hope the amount of Revenue fixed for the present year will be in great measure 
realized, though in some particular parts wlicre the loss of inhabitants has been greatest and in others 
where the succeeding crop has been destroyed by the overflowing of the river we arc apprehensive 
deficiencies will be unavoidable. By the establishment of Councils of Revenue with Supravisors 
to act under them wc have every reason to expect many very essential benefits will accrue to the 
Company and this country. A great reduction in the charges of the collections will take place, 
encouragement will be given for the cultivating of those lands, which, through the neglect of the 
Country Government, have long laid waste, the Revenue really paid by the Ryotts and the 
manner in which so principal a pait of them has been kept from coming into the public Treasury 
will be brought to onr knowledge, and such alienations prevented in future, and the tenants and 
manufactures will no longer remain under the oppression of the inferior officers of the Government. 

3. The Council of Revenue at Moorshcdab.id having represented to us that the autnils who 
had been employed this year in the business of the Revenues by no means answereil the good pur- 
poses wc expected from their services, and that great part of the collections made by them was 
sunk in enormous charges, we directed that they should be recalled and none employed in future, 
at the same time recommending it to the Ministers to appoint Phougedars at Houghly ami Dacea 
to carry on the transaction of the Country Government with Furopean nations. 

4. Being desirous of avoiding every measure that may give the least umbrage in Europje in 
regard to the transactions in Bengal with other Kurojjcan nations, and at the same time to contri- 
bute as far as lays in our power consistently with prudence to the establishing of a wise and just 
Government in every part of these Provinces, we request yi)u will bo pleased to furnish us with 
full and explicit instructions for our future conduct as to the affairs of the Nizamut. 

5 On this head Mr. Reed has thought proper to record his opinions, u hich ap>peais on our 
Consultations of the 17th January, 

6. We ht)pe that a scrutiny we have ordered to be madt* into the rights to the Jaghircs in 
the Bahar Proviru'e will be p>rodu('tive of an increase of Revenue : for, as many are possessed of 
a much greater quantity of l.and than is sj^etfified in their grant, as others only hold their lands 
from favor of Zemindars or talookdars, who, without the consent or ajiprobation of the Nazim, had 
made many alitmations from those districts over whii:h they presided, in f.^vor tjf their creatures 
or relations, w'C think that no length of time can give them ,a legal possession. And, as we shall be 
attentive to the claims of those who have piroper sunnuds to produce, or who having lost (heir 
sunnuds, may have a claim by a hjng uninterrupted possession of their lands, so we sliali not hesi- 
tate to resume such lands as have been given away by those who had uo right to do it, or which 
have been swallowed up by the encroachments of the Jaghcerdars. 

y. To gain a further insight into the state of the country, to be a ( heck on the conduct of the 
Supravisors, and to remedy any abuses that may be springing up, we have directed that the mem- 
bers of the Council of Revenue shall, in the most vacant season of the collections, make circuits 
of the districts^a measure which, wc Hatter ourselves, eXpierience will prove the utility of it. 


General Letter of the Court of Directors to Bengal. loth April lyji. 

22. it is impossible for us to be minutely informed of the regulations established by the 
constitution of the country for the security of the persons and properties of the native inhabitants, 
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it must, therc-fure, rest on your local knowledge to judge if in the internal policy and the CX«cutive 
parts justice be defective in any point, or too confined to yield that universal relief which we are 
soli(Utous to obtain for every individual. In case the means should not be equal to this end, you 
must not fail to employ your influence with the Government to supply all defects and to institute 
such inferior orders of the magistracy as may be wanting for the entire protection of all ranks and 
degrees of tht' people. 

2 ^. Should the Superior Courts in the several districts require any reform, your own judg- 
ment will suggest to you the means, and your humanity will eXcite your e*fTorts for preventing any 
abuses or negligencies in the due course of justice. We must, however, particularly recommend 
that all power in the jiu Iges of imptjsing arbitrary fines be immediately abolished ; and it will be 
proper that the sunnamls appointing judges for Muhammedan or Brainius for the Hindoos be regis- 
tiued in form, riiid that a ret'onl be nade of tin* sentence's in the Nabob’s Courts, one <'opy to be 
kept in the CutrhtuTy and another transmitted to Muxadabad. 

As it may happen that the protu'sses of the Courts, while they aim at the remesly of one 
evil may be piaMhu'ti v(' of another ycui must enjoin our serv'ants, wberevi r the)- shall be stationed 
to rtcotnmend, in all matt« rs of property between the natives, that they adjust their dif’ferem'es by 
arbitration instead ut legal suits, wliii li may inviflvcboth parlies in trouble and < xpciHu*. And, 
having reason to appia heml that tin- abuses t>f the Country Court > lii retpiii tug the (lifferi-ut parlii-s 
to givf^ security for the [)aynu‘nt of t on the adjustment (»f tlisputes by arbitration, have tended 

greatly to disccnirage this mo<le of dc< idiTtg differences, yon ituist use your inducricc with the 
CTOvernment fL>r the abolition t.f the chant exa«'ted by the Cottrts in eas<'s of at I)i1 rat ion. 

6.p It i'l with phs'istiie \Neohs«r\-c that the appointment of snpjavisors lo examine into the 
state of the Pioviiice-i (under tlu:^ insti uct iotis width our late President ha- with so much judgment 
and fullness hdd down for their giiidam e) m.ay' be prutbutive t>f so g^-net'il a t efof mat ion of th'‘ 
abuses w'hieh are the immediate object of our roncern, that we have little to add lo our pre-eeding 
orders and rt'gulatioiis. W’e, therefor<', ws-iit with impatictu e for the isstu* of thi' Supravlsors’ re- 
sean'hes, in full hope that our Presiilent and C'oiincil will have adopted such measures as shall unite' 
v^•ith our view's, not only for the* Company’s interi-st, but tor the good of a I'ounlry from which we 
receive so great aelvanfage 

Coi’RT or HiUKclOKS i() Bknoal. January 1772. 

44. While we indulge ourselves in the hopes of seeing our Dewanny Revenues improved 
by the •'asc of Supravisors apj)ointed to inspec t and control the offieers of Govcjrnment and to 
superintend the roilcclions, w'C deem it ineumhent on us to guard against any- evil effec'ts, w hich may 
otherwise happen, should our servants in these stations acquire an undue influence in their respcctiv'c 
districts. It is, therefore, our ple.asure, and we direct that no Superintendent ul the collection of 
Revenues be permitterl to have charge of any pa.drudar district fi.)r more than two succ essive year> , 
and that during his ct)ntinuation in stich a station, he be not direc'tly' or indirectly engaged t;r 
interested in carrying on any trade in the district committed to him, but that at the expiration 
of the term of two years, such of our servants who may have beem employed as supravisors be 
permitted to return to the Presidency, and to hold such stations as their rank in our service and the 
good conduct they shall have discovered in the business of the revenues may entitle them to expert, 

45. We, hou'ever, must here observe that as the bu.siness of the collections must be in 
many respects similar throughout the Provinces, we are unwilling to lose the benefit of that knowledge, 
which our servants shall have acquired in the station of Superintendent of the Collections. 
Therefore should any such Superintendent who may have faithfully discharged his trust during the 
beforementioned term be inclined to continue in the like capacity for a longer time, you are in such 
case to appoint him to the charge of another district, where it is not probable that any ^ower and 
influence can be exercised to private advantage. 
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• 4 ^* The reasons you have for discontifiuintj the offit'e of uumil in the business of 

the Revenues are very satisfactory to us, and your recornnjcndin^r the Nabob the appointment of 
Phowzedars at Honghly and Dacca, in order to transact the alTairs of tlie CTountry Oovernmcrit 
with European nations, cannot hut meet with our approbation, as it entirely coincides with our 
repeated orders and the ideas we entertain of its being the surest means of avoiding disputes and 
altercations with all Europeans in the Province of Bengal. 


In the prtvsent number will he found .som<‘ views of thr riiiue-l fori of 
Jalalgarb. In the Purnea volume of th(^ B^v/^/ District Gazetteers, Mr. 
L. S. S. OMMalley writes: 

The Ftirt stands on what was formerly an i'.land in an old ih.inn •] nf the Ko-,i Riv-^ r, and i» 
a very conspicnons ruin in good preservation. It is .a larg<* (jnadran gul ir --t met n re with lofty walls, 
and was bnilt by the Mahammedans as a triifiticr p'i-,r to prote* t the border a.:j.iinst invasion fr(»ie. 
Nep;h'il. Aceording to the chronicles of the Khagra family, it was built for this pnrj)0‘>e by the 
first Raja of Khagr.i, S.iyid Muhammad Jalal-ud-<rtn, on wliom tin* tith* of F^.ij.i \v.\^ 

conferred by [ali/ingir ri6oj5— 27); and, according to other aciounts, by the Nawah of 

Purnea, Saif Khan in 1722. It appears, how<‘Vcr, to have be. n in existence bdojc Our litter itc. 
According to the -■i-.S'rr/n//;?, ‘tlie Raja of Birnagar had a force of i ^,000 ca v' slry and in- 

fantry; and other Inhabitaul s of that part of th.* Chakwir tube, ct-'., w.-r • i*' ‘f r lefory an.l rb 
plundering propensity, aiul used to annoy much the travellers, 'flnnelor.', on t }\e limit ■; of th'? 
Morang, the fort '.>f J ilalgarh was erected, arni a command int, i n charge of the f».>rt; was posted 
there.’ It then proi'ccds ( o relate how Saif Khan, on being appointed fow/d ir of Purne i, wai 
also made Commandant of Jalaig.arli and giv.*n the /n.g/r .itt.aehcd to tbit posi. Snbse<jn,'nt!y, thn 
fort w.as held by the seventh R.ij.^ of Khagra, S.=iiyad Mtihammad Jabl \vh>> retu'-cd to pay revenu'^ 
to the Nawab Saulat Jang, /.c., Saiyad Ahmad Khan. The l.ittcr, therefore, m.ide an e.Kpeditioa 
against him, captured the fort, and took him prisoner. In the early part of the 19th »'.*cntury, w- 
find that the Magistrate of Purnea, in conseguenf'e of the unliealthiness of the town of Purne-i, 
rei'Otnmendcd the reintjval of the headquarter.s to Jalalgaih, which he dt'scriljcd as ‘elevated (.pen, 
and at a distance from jungle, while the walls of the old f<.)rlr»*s.s might be turned to at count In 
construction of a safe and c’ommodious jail.’ There is a tradition that a M u ha' nmail in fan.it it' raised 
the standard of revolt here during the Mutiny, and tried *^0 encourage his followers by the usua' 
assurances that lie would sw.allow the bullets of the inli<lcl soldiery. The end of tlie movernent w^» 
ignominious, for, after inducing his dupes to bring him tNintributions in gold, he <iis\ppearcd in tli't 
night and was never heard of again. 

There is now no trace of any buildings within tlie curtain walls of tlie 
fort, and the pepul trees art? so rooted in tht^ rouc^h masonry that tin* walls 
themselves appear to be doomed to fall. 


Some eight or nine years ago I went on pilgrimage to the ruins of the 
French Governor’s palace at Ghiretti, and took the photo of the former gate- 
way which appears opposite page 17 of Vol. i of Bengal Past anil Present. 
Other views of the ruins have appeared in Bengal Past and Prcse^it, and a 
good deal has been said in this journal on the vanished glories of Ghiretti. 
Now at last the few remaining heaps of masonry are being removed to make 
way Vor a mill. The reproduction of Moffat’s view of “Ghiretta House” will, 
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therefore, form a timely commemoration. The capture of Ghiretti House by 
Col. Dow in 1778 has been dealt with in these pages, but no notice has been 
taken of the attempt of Philip hVanc is’s creature, Macintosh, to make capital 
out of the incident. In a footnote on page 145, of hi.s Travels in Europe^ 
Asia and Africa^ Alacintosh wi ites : “It has been industriously propagated 
that M. Chevalier was in the house at Ghyrotty wlien Colonel Dow entered it, 
hut that ho got away by the management of Madame Chevalier. Nothing is 
mort' false. Two confidential servants of the Company and particular 
feivouritios of Mr. II — s., were with, upon secret business, until two o^clock 
next morning ; when Colonel Dow surrounded Ghyrotty Houst‘, M. Chevalier 
was concealed in the house of a trusty servant in the town of Chandernagore, 
three miles distant, together with such papers as would, probably, if seized 
by Colonel Dow, have hrouoht fatal conspiracies to li^htT In his text, 
Macintosh writes: “This dangerous evil is encouraged by the wilful violation 
of the standing orders of the (Company, prohibiting th(^ Company’s servants 
in India from marrying women of foreign birth or the Romish faith. Two 
of the Council at Madras are m.arried to French ladies — near relations of 
Governor Law and rigid Catholics. A late suspended member of the same 
Board is marrieil to another lady of that family ; and several other gentlemen 
in the Service of that Presidency have entered into similar connections. The 
Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, has set an example of the same kind in 
Bengal; and in order to rei-nder the practice general, he contrived to draw 
two of his family into fondgn connections. With great confidtmcc it may be 
asserted that all the mischiefs which have attended Mr. H — s^s administration 
in I 5 engal are to be ascribed to female connection ; that the notice givtm to 
M. Clievalier, the evening precetling the capture of Chandernagore, etc.; etc.*’ 


In a letter dated January i8th, 1782, Francis writes: “In answer to a 
thousand lies you will have heard about Mr. Macintosh, I- declare to you most 
solemnly that I never did employ or authorize him, directly or indirectly to 
say or do anything for me, or on my account in England.’' In a cash-book 
of Francis has been discovered the following entry. 

£• s. d. 

In 1782 February, Draft of Macintosh paid January i8th ... l»078 4 lo 

„ December 6th Paid Mr. Alinon (the Book.seller) in full for Macintosh 56 18 6 

The Travels in Europe were published by John Murray, of Fleet Street 
and do not bear the name of Almon, but the book was most probably placed 
on sale at Almon’s, or Almon and DebretFs, shop. The connection of Francis 
with Almon is interesting for another reason, as the following extract 
will show ; — 
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Gcntletnan’s /770, Vol . A 7 //, Chronicle P. 16^. Mr. Almon, the book-seller, 

received sentence for selling in a monthly pamphlet ]unius’ I^pifrr to the A'—, to p.iy a fine of 10 
marks and to find sureties for his good beh.aviour f«jr two years, himself to be bound in ^'4iX), and 
his sureties in 200 each. Mr. Justice Astoni pronounced the sentence, Lord M — having left the 
Tourt before the pleadings. 

Jii the Annual Register for 1783 there is an interesting letter from Joseph 
Calor to Thomas I’earson de^icribing the salt of the widow of (iocul Chundcr 
Gosatd, Verelst’s Brahmin. Gator relates that C.'harnock saved th<* life 
cl the Hindu widow, who was to b«‘Come his wile, “by touching her whih* she 
was going through the ceremony.” The letter is dated July 25th, 1779. 

The following extract trom a hotter of the Court to Bengal, dated 5th 
April, is worth noting : — 

We have no objectif>n to the privilege granted to Messrs sttmrier, Heatley and Redfearn lo get 
coal in the Patoheet Province, provided the rights f‘>f the native /emiiid.Hrs .are not infringf.'d, nor the 
revenue of the Company endangered or diminished thereby. 

77 ie Gentleman's Mdirasi nCy 17^7, F. 744, records : — 

August 14 At Kentisli Place, Lady Biyiighton, relict of Sir Kdw.ard Boughtoii; mother of Sir 
Theodosius Buughton, who was sometime ago poisoned by his sister's liusbaml, Ca[)t. Donnell.in, 
for which the latter was executed in 1781. 

At the trial of Warrmi Hastings, the Managers pleadtnl that circums- 
lanlial evident e should be good enough to convict the Ii)x-Governor, for 
circumstantial evidence had sulUctHi to send Capt. Duriiudlan Lo the gallows. 
As I read this argument in the proceedings against Hastings, there came to 
my memory the following passage from William’s Historical Account of the 
Rise and Progress of the Bengal Native Infantry (1817) • — 

Thi.s unfortunate man was executed at Warwick in 17B1 ft)r the supposed murder of his 
brother-in-law, Sir Theodosius Boughton. He was coiidenirncd on the evidenc'e of mother-in-law, 
who, through remorse, on her death-bed, confessed that slio had adtmnistered the poison herself 
which deprived her of her son's life and d-M.lared Mr. Oonnellan to he innarent. 

'The murdered Baronet, it would seem, was a lad who liad but recently 
left Eton. His mother, in her evidence, said that the boy had frtMpiently 
been represented by Donnellan “ to be in a dangerous way, notwithstanding 
contrary opinion of medical folk,’’ but a clergyman who gave evidence, as 
having seen the deceased a few days before death, said that Sir 'Theodosius 
had not got rid of the disor<ler he had brought with him from Eton which 
was “ nothing but mercury and corruption,” and despite an outward 
appearance of good health, his life was “ not worth a year’s purchase.” Surgeon 
William Carr, however, was of opinion that the disorder had ceased to 
be serious. 

• 1 am not quite sure if my reference is not really to the Annual Register. 
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Oil the (lay before liis death, the Baronet had been out fishing, alid did 
not return to the Hall till g P.M. His mother stated that formerly her son’s 
medicine had been kept under lock and key, but Captain Donnellan had recom- 
mended that it would be well to keep the medicine in a place before the 
patients’ eye, so that he could take it when necessary. The medicine— 
“ Purging draughts for Sir Theodosius Boughton ” — was, therefore, kept on 
an open shelf. The draughts were professedly. 

1. Manna and Salts. 

2. Rhubart and jalop — 15 grains each. 

At 7 A.M. on the day of her son’s death. Lady 13 oug]iton poured the contents 
c f one of th(* bottle.s, not having shaken it, into a tea-rup. and gave the medicine 
to her .son. On drinking the mixture, the patient remarked that it was 
extremely nauseous, and the witness said the smell suggestc'd bitter almonds, 
'bwo bottles were placed before:; her, and she indicatc'd one which she said 
gave an impression (>f laurel leaves. Soon after drinking tin* inediciiK', the 
patient, according to his mother, hcf ame eonvuKive for about live minutes, 
after which, he becoming “ easy," she lelt the room. Aftc^r five minute s she 
r(*turned and found her son in an alarming situation — teeth ( li'nehed, evc^'> 
fixed upward^, and mouth foaming. She sends for I^r. Powell, and then 
Donnellan is found, according to her statement, in tluf room. According to 
her statement, Donnellan seized one t)otilt*, poured water into it, and 
then ])Oured the conte nts into a basin eontaiiiing dirty water. Despite Lady 
Houghton’s protest, the Captain did the same with the other bottlt*, ('xplain- 
ing that he was about to taste the contents, and putting his linger to the 
mouth of each hotth* and then te) his own mouth. Two servants — Sarah 
Blundell and Catherine Amor, entered the room, and Donnellan ordered the 
first to clean the bottles and tidy tin; room, despite Lady Boughton's 
objection. At this stage, Sir Theodosius died. Then, according to Lady 
E^>oughton, site, her daughter (the Captiiin’s wife), and the Ca|)tain met in the 
parlour. Donnellan said to his wife that Lady Boughton had obscM Vf d him 
washing the bottles, and that but for his saying he did it to taste the 
contents, he did not know what might be done to him. Lady Boughton 
made no reply, but turned in silence to the w indow. The Captain callecJ 
in the coachman and asked him, “ William, don’t you remember my going 
out this morning through the iron gate ? \ have not been on the other side 

of the house to-day.” “ Yes. Sir,” said William, “ I do remember it.” 
“ Then, you William, arc my evidence.” At the Coroner’s inquest, Lady 
Boughton said, the Captain had pulled her sleave when she spoke of his 
having washed the bottles, and afterw^ards, on the way home, said to his wife 
that her Ladyship was very forw^ard in telling things whicli she< had no 
occasion to tell, for all that she had to do was to answer the questions put 
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to -her. After ordering the room to be cleansed, her Ladyship alleged, 
Donnellan had given the deceased's stockings to the servant saying that they 
were wet, while as a matter of fact there was uo apjx'arance of their being 
wet at all. 

Catherine Amor, in her evidence, stated that the Captain had 
volunteered the statement that Sir Theodosius had caught cold by going 
out fishing when ho was under mcdicim* ; yet whe-n the hoily was opened, 
he said the cause of death was the breaking of a blood vesstd. I'hc Captain 
had been wont to hjck himself up for hours working .at i still, aiid a few dav^ 
aft<*r the inquest had brought her a still to clc.ir. 

Cowell of Rugby, the m< dical man si iit r«n- by f.atly Buughton stat( d 
that he had arrived at () A. M. to find Sir 'riieodosiiis already dead. He 
was accompanied by tlu* Captain to the death eh.imber, and itifornu^d l)y him 
that the Baronet had died in convulsions, which tlie C'aptain aserihed to a 
chill. d he medicines were not in the rooin. 

On September qtli, Rattray, Physician of Coventry, was summoned by 
art atiojiymoiis letter to attend at I^awford Hall to inspect, in company 
with Surgeon VVilrner, the body of the deceased. The medical men, on their 
arrival, were met by Donnellan who showed them a hdter from Sir William 
Wheehw, the late Baronet's guardian, demanding a post utortem. The 
Doctors, however, finding the body to b<‘ in an advanced state of pul refaction , 
excused themselves on the ground “ th.at mere family curiosity eould rif^t 
justify so dangerous an operation/' 'I'hro<- days after the funeral, on 
September qtli, at the <]emand of Sir William W'^heeder, Rattray and Wiluier 
met Bucknell, Powell and Snow at the cluirchyard. 'Flui body wa.:* 
exhumed and found to be “ bUick and spotted, fat di~solv(‘(l and — !ook(*(i like 
water: teeth black and tongue protriuling and curb'd uji to llui nose.*' Asked 
if lliese symptoms were caused by poison, Rattray replietl “most undoubtedly." 
but, although he referred to experiments on dogs aiul Iioises, he had to 
admit, on cross-examination, that he had never before seen the dissection 
of a body supposed to be poisoned. 'Flu* two bottles alrearly mentioned 
were shown to him, and he declared “ the one perfectly innocent, the other — 
chief ingredient laurel wati^r.’' Ht* admitted having l^cen of opinion that the 
arsenic had been the cause of the (^eath, but said that he had changed that view. 
He could not again alter his view as he had tasted some water in the 
deceased's stomach and had been convinced. 

Wilmer and Parsons, “ Professor of Amatomy at Oxford, and Ash, 
PhysJtian in Birmingham, supported Rattray's view. Bucknell stated that 

26 
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on calling at Lawford Hall, he had been met by Captain Donnellan, who told 
I'.irn that, as Rattray and Wiliner had refused to hold a post mortem it could 
])c no one’s business to interfere. Subsequently, after instructions from Sir 
William Wheeler, he again called at the Hall, but was sent away by the 
prisoner. 


'I'hc above is very unpleasant reading, but the details may, perhaps, be of 
importane(.‘ to the student of Medical Jurisprudence. The unfortunate 
lliing is that I have not ^o far been able to test Williams’ assertion that in 
the end Captain Donnellan’s innocence was establi.shtMl by the confession 
of his mother-in-law. Donnellan came to Calcutta in Aldc rcron’s Regiment 
in 175b, and elected to remain with the Indian Army, when his regiment was 
i'cnt home. In 1759 he was court-martialed at Masulipatarn fora breach of 
tlie iJth ArtieU' of War, hut he sce^ins to have been able to obtain a favourable 
reconsideration of his conduct. 


To the alnding loss of Calcutta, Archdeacon Hyde brought his j)ublished 
studies of Calcutta Ph'ch;siastica! history to an end with the close of the 
eighteenth century. At close of liis brochure The Parish of Lhnif^al^ 
he takes his rt ader to visit the Church of St. John, “ at its consecra- 
tion or within a year of it.” The chief entrance was tium in the middle of 
the eastern wall. “ Alighting at the great eastmn staircase of Cliunar- 
stonc you ascended under the screen of your huge painted par.isol to a tile- 
paved terrace beneath the eastern portico. Here a sentry with a firelock 
guarded the entrance. Passing him you found yourself in a wide, narrow 
vestibule and at the back of the curved recess IhaL enclosed the altar ; to 
the light and left were staircases leading up to^ the doors of the galleries. 
(This vestibule was abolished in r8ii.) lAissing beneath one of these stair- 
cases into the interior you saw that the altar was set in an apse (not 
vaulted probably) and on a pavement of white Chinese marble. Above it 
hung the great picture, and it was protected by a curved railing.” Fhe 
Archdeacon thinks that the pews in the body of the Church ” probably 
faced all north and south on either side of a broail central aisle.” The 
“ tall pulpit with the reading desk below it stood right in front of the western 
gallery.” 


The above description suggests that, although in 1790, one entered St. 
John’s by a door in the East, the altar was then at the east end of 
the Church, and discovered by the visitor after passing through a vestibule 
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enclo3<^‘^ by tlie extreme Eastern wall of the Church and witliin by a 

^‘curved wall’’ forming the apse in whi<'li the allar stood. 

Referring to the Vestry Re^cortls, 1 find in a bill j)r(‘sente<l b}^ Messrs. 
Bruce and Smille, on the 5th January 1812, the following items : — 

To t:iking down the old roof, th(! rircidar walh liehind the Communion Table, the 
old staircases and the walls enclosing them ... ... . . ... 

Cuttifig 4 appertnres in the cast wall, fixing in the frames a.nd rufiing the doors anil 

N^indows on each side end over the Communion Tahbt ... ... 446 

On April loth 1813 the Vestry paid from their Pewage Fund. 

'I'o paving the square part of the church round the Altar, Pulpit and Reading iJesk 
with the best polished clean Maihle containing (after deducting i 10 feet for 

the sweep of the. Altar and Ro feet fui the Go v’ernor-Gener.d s, and Ministers 

Pews) 73. j square feet at 3 Rs. per feet .. .. ... .2,202 

Paving 33 tect 4 inches in length of the middle aisli? containing 22J squ.ire feet at 

3 rupee.s per feet ... ... ... .. ... ^^999 


ThtM*e was another considerable alteration in th<' architectural dr^ign 
of St. John’s, carried out in i8ii — the conversion of tlie internal columns 
from the “ l^oric ” to tlu! “Corinthian” ordt. r. The Report of a Special 
Committee of Survey held on November 2o 1810 is worth reproducing. 


Luiu r-C.oL Ki.iiMiNi.# of Kngincers 
Cap I. Tiios. Wood, Executive Officer 


■'i' 


Pf'esidt'iif. 
fern bo V 


LnoM", EukdYCB:, of Engineers 

Jiiilgiiig from the beams lately taken from tbc East End as well a.s from tlie .'ippearancn ol 
the ends of tbose* exposc.*d to views by breaking up the Terrace along tin* top t)f ihc Kntablalure 
C'f the columns in the b^.ujy of the Churclg the Committee is of opinion ili.ii, if the rool had not 
been broken up as above, there would not have been any necessity for a new roof for some years 
to come ; but at present the Committee is of opinion a new roof is become i ndi.spensably nect^s- 
sary, for the beams have evidently sutTered so much from exposure during the whole of the last 
rains, there would have been an impropriety in trusting to them. 

Notwithstanding it has been hitherto customary when new roofs have been ordered to ditect 
the Balustrades or Parrapot wall to be taken down for the purpose of obtaining a perfect levid for 
the beams to rest upon, yet, as that level cannot be had without iucurriug so heavy an expense, 
the Committee think it may well be dispensed with in the present instance, and theretore 
recommend that only the inner part of the wall where each beam rests and as f.»i- as they are 
inserted into it, be taken down 

Although the substituting Corinthian for Doric columns in the body of the Cdinrch would, in 
the opinion of the Committee, be a very great iniprovtnncnt, yet they cannot pretend to rei ommend 
the measure as indispensably necessary. 

The removal of the original Stairs leading tc3 the Galleries together with the walls enclosing 
them, a.s also the Circular Walls against wlrch the Communion table stood, seems a very great 
improvement, in as much a.s it has enlarged the body of the Church and given much light, and the 
Committee very highly approves of the two Flights of Geometrical stair.s already constructed in 
the West end of the Church as they take up very little room and are of very easy ascent, but the 
Committee does not see any necessity for the ornamented railing. 
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The Committee is not aware of any real necessity or great advantage to be derived from altering 
the present sloping from the Galleries, and therefore does not recommend it being done : neither 
does the Committee see any necessity for going to the expense of paving the Eastern Verandah 
with stone, nor of removing the tiles on the Western steps and putting stone in their stead : both 
hav'e lasted so long tiled as they were, a new tiling may answer very well. 

The Committee observes that the alterations proposed to be made in the Western Portico 
(all but the Steps), also the cylindrical Stairs in the steeple), as well as the proposed diminution 
of the Gallery in front of the organ, have been already carried into exetuition, and therefore thinks 
it needless to make any observations on those points. All the other parts of the propo.sed alter- 
ations, improvements and repairs, the Committee esteems necessary and proper, and therefore, offers 
the following estimates. 


Thf‘se alterations were effected during the course of rejtairs, and altera- 
tions and repairs altogether cost Rs. 54,396. 'Fhe Congregation, at tli(‘ same 
time, provided Rs. 3,000 for an ornamental iron railing for lh(‘ staircases 
and galleries. It is interesting to note tluit on Deceml)er the 3rd 1812, the 
\"estry addressctl the Governor-dencral (Lord Minto) in Council, pointing 
out that it had “ been deemed expedient that Divine Servirt? should be 
pel formed on Sunday Kvening at St. John’s Church,” aiul asking for the 
sum of Rs. 4000 to meet “ the expenee of the shades and lamps with the 
cost of putting up the same.” 'I 4 ie petition was granted. 

4'hc next great improvement was comme nced in 1^2^. f>n lh<* 20th of 
August the V estry wrote : — 

To Tun Ru.iir IIon’ulic boun Amiikusi, 

Governor-General in Council, 

My 

Wc beg the honour of your T.ordship's attention in Council to a short statement submitted 
with the view of promoting what is understood to have engaged f late the liberal consideration 
of Governnicnt. This is the improvement of the Cathedral. 

The rliiriate of this country obliges us annually to have a sloping double roofed shed of 
Dhurrndh mats and bamboo eiet ted on the south side of the Cathedral, the invariable effect of 
which is some injuries to the cornice and plaster of the buildirjg, the eventual expt n.sc being 
also, we believe, greater than would attend the construction of a suitable puckah vcrand.ah such as 
was in contemplation during the late Lord Bishop’s life. In strict necessity the circumstance stated 
makes only one verandah necessary, but as [thej Building would want in uniformity in that c:a.se, 
and as there would be substantial advantage from a verandah to the northward, we beg to prepare 
an addition of a verandah on that side likewise. The improvement accruing to the aspect of th<‘ 
City from this two-fold addition to the Cathedral will be obvious to your Lordship in Council, 
and the substantial advantage intimated by us is that we can thus provide a more convenient 
ingress and egress for the people who sit under the galleries of the Cathedral and who come in 
palkees. 

There is another improvement, which has been strongly recommended to us and which appears 
to be in itself desirable, namely, ventilator.s in the roof. We have consequently obtained an 
estimate for side ventilators, of which two will be placed at equal distance in the roof of eucl), aisles. 
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Our practice and desire arc not to trouble Govcrunient for expenses cjf the Cathedral so lonjj 
as the assets derivable from the Pevvagfe enable us to carry into effect what appears desirable, and 
on this principle we solicit at present Government for one half only of the necessary expenses, vi^.j 
Sa Rs. i 5 i 2 g 4 -ii- 7 , accordinfj to the acconipanyin^;^ estimates. 

We have, etc., 

Daniki. Corrik. 

J. Parsons. 

G. Monev. 

J. L. Stuart. 

Hknry V. Darrkij.. 

W. AlNSf.lK. 

Till! following is an extract of a letter from Bishop Heber to Lonl 
Amherst : — 

I am much concerned that 1 have been < ompelled to detain for st^ lontj a time the documenti 
vvhit'h your Lordship has done mo the honour to <'ommunic.at <• tfj me respecting the proposed 
additional verandahs and ventilators to th<i Cathedral. I was, however, so deeply impressed with 
what I apprehended to be architectural deformities in the details and elevation shewn to me, that 
I wa i anxious before 1 r< p1ied to ytiur Loidship to < (invcr.sc with the Arrhitci t an«l some distinguished 
Hngineer Orficers whom I have liad the pri\iltge of Ci>nsnlling. I'he result has been that they 
agree with me in the propriety f.»f (tst) shortrnlng the vt r.amlabs by the omission t.»f three pillars 
at each end ; (Jndly) erecting the pillars on a continuous casement, instead of distinct pedestals, 
an»l (j^rdly) extending the widtli of the stone st<*ps within to the whole depth of the verandahs 
By these alteration. s, if ap]>roved of by yc»ur l.ordvhip in Council, a saving will be erect«‘d in the 
expense* <»f, perhaps, a few hundred rupees, but, what is <jf more impirrfancc, a more ronvcriicnt 
sln-bcr will be obtained for palancinins, a more spacious and handsome ;u'res5 to the side, aisles, 
and a much more chaste and elegant fatpade to the North and South Fronts of the Catherlral. 
Thtis uKiditied, I can with confidence recomniiuid the plan to the munilicence i>f your Lrwdship in 
CouiKul, as likely to adrl materially to the comfort and <'onv<‘niciu'e of the cfurgrf'gation, as well 
to thi' beauty of the structure and .idjacciit stiaets of (he City. 

In January, 1824, the Government rontrih\iti:rl Rs. 7,647-5-() as its share 
for the verandahs and ventilators. 

The third important change was made sometime in 1863-64. Tliis was the 
building of the existing Sanctuary. In view of this change, f.t : Col. 
Beadle, on behalf of the Dalhousie Institute, put in a retjuest that Zoffany's 
Altar Piece might be transferred from the Church to the Institute. The cost 
of the new sanctuary appears to have been Rs. 6128-io-S, and llie amount 
contributed by the Vestry Rs. 3323-10-10 On December 28th the Vestry 
were asked to consent to the surrender of a twenty foot strip of land in th<.‘ 
East of the compound for the purpose of widening Council House Street. 

Elsewhere in the present issue I have given the inscription from the 
grave of Mr. Jacob Rider at Ghazipur. 1 suppose that this Mr. Rider is to be 
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identified with the Jacob Rider who was dismissed from the Service by the 
Select Committee on 5th January 1767 for havinp^ joined in an address to 
Sir Robert Fletcher, when the latter was under sentence of Court Martial, 
and who was restored in the following year. (See General Letter of the 
Court to Bengal gth December, 1768). Rider had been appointed in 1762 
together with among others, Simeon Droz, John Grose, William Harwood, 
and Alexander Iligginson. Of the last name the late Mr. R. C. Sterndale 
writes : 

Amongst tlin worthies who rontributetl to the New Play House Greeted on the sites of 
the Old Church was one Alexander H iggiTis(}ii, a member of a notable and adventurous family of 
Salem, Massarhusetls, for so far bade as lod^, we find Colonel John Iligginson of Salem, writing 
to induce his brother, Nathaniel, one of the Company’s s%*rvants and for five years Governor of 
Fort St. George on the Coromandel Court, to open up an Indian trade with Salem by way of 
London. A son of Nathaniel Robert Higginson died in Madras in 1726, being seventh in Council, 
though only 23 years in age. The Salem merchants, however, soon began to trade with Calcutta 
direct, and the Atlantic of Siilent was the first ship that carried the American flag in the River 
Hughli in 1788. 


From Volume i of “ Writers* Petition’* preserved at the India Office 
I have reapcul the following biographical facts relative to John Cartier, 
Warren Hasting’s immediate prcdv'cessor as Governor of Fort William. 
Cartier was the son of John and Mary Cartier : he was born on the 23rd 
May 1733, and baptised at St. James* Church, Westminster, on the i7th 
June following. He was educated by Francis Swinden, Master of the 
Academy at Greenwich, and later by Ellis Webster at the “ School in Orange 
Court, near the Mews, Charing Cross,** who writes ; 

Thi5? is to certify that Mr. John Cartier has been duly instructed by me in writing and 
arithmetic, and has regularly gone through two sets of Books in Merchants accompts of Dr. and 
Cr. by Double Entry and thoroughly qualified therein. 

Cartier’s arrival ” is dated 25th September 1750. In the dread year 
1756 he was Factor and an Assistant at Dacca and for a short time a 
prisoner. In January, 1757, he is described in a list of Covenanted Servants 
(Hill, Bengal in 1736-^’/, Vol. Ill p. 414) as ** Volunteer,” while next to him 
comes Warren Hastings Head Assistant Zemindary.” 


Sr. John's House. 
Calcutta. 


} 


Walter K. Firminger. 


P.S . — Since writing the above I have bcen^temporarily transferred to 
Shillong, and owing to the journey I have not been able to give to the proofs 
the amount of attention I should have desired. 


W. K. F. 
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CHUPRA. VIEW OF THE OLD CEMETERY’. 



^ome Ofb (Btroun^e. 


IT is with the very greatest reluctance and with many misgivings I send 
the following pages to the press. The inscriptions here given were for the 
most part copied beneath a blazing sun, and with but the shortest time 
to do the work I attempted. It may, however, be long before any one 
with more leisure and skill comes forward to do the work in a scifiitific fashion, 
and during that time it is most probable that not a few of the inscriptions will 
have vanished forever. I would warn the reader that there may be many 
inaccuracies in these transcriptions of the epitaphs, although 1 hope for the 
best — that there will be found to be but few if any. 


MONGHYR, 

( 1 ) . 6 losed Cc m etery . 

The old cemetery at Monghyr is a burial-ground for the most part of 
children, young wives, and aged men. Probably more than 75 per cent, of 
the graves are those of children. I noticed, but had not time to copy, the 
inscriptions which show that in a sa<i fortnight of 1850 Sub- Conductor 
White buried three of his children close together in this sacred ground. i'he 
reader should consult The yournal of Bishop fleber. 

1. Beneath this Stone / are deposited the earthly remains of / Major-- 
General / JAMES MURRAY MACGREGOR / of the Honourable East 
India Company's Service ; / who departed this life on the 7th December / 
Anno Domini i8i8 in the Fifty-ninth year of his age. / (Oppressed and 
broken / by a series of unmerited misfortunes, / His Spirit, it is hoped has 
found repose, on the bosom of a Merciful Redeemer. / The remembrance 
of what he was / and of those qualities which rendered him dear / while 
living, to all who really knew him / will remain written in indelible characters / 
on the mournful hearts / of his disconsolate survivors. 

2. Sacred / to the memory / of / WILLIAM MUNDY / Pensioner 
Sergeant / who departed this life / the 3rd of May, 1810 / Aged 74 years. 

3. To the / Memory / of / CAPTN. RICHARD FRENCH late / of/the 
Honer^ble Company Service / who departed this life the / 15th November 

in the year 1814 / Aged 74 years. / This Monument is erected by his two / 
Sons French and Richard French. 
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4. Here are deposited / the mortal remains of CORDELIA CORFIELD / 
w ife of / Charles Corfi( Id, Esq,, / Surgeon of His Majesty's 17th Regiment of 
Foot / who dt parted this life / September 18th, 1814 / Aged 32 years and 7 
montlis. / T his Monument / is erected in grateful remembrance / of the many 
virtues that endeared her / to Private Affection / and Public Esteem / 
Richd. Blechyndcn Arct. 

5. Sacred / to the / Me mory of / MAJOR JAMES / DAVIDSON / of the 
iSth Regt. N. I. / who departed this life / August the 4, 1802. 

6. Sacred / to the Memory of / CAPTAIN JOHN WILLIAMS* / Formerly 
Commanding the Invalid Battalion / of this (larrison / In w'hich he resided 
many years j His (lallantry and exemplary concluct / Excited tlie Applause / 
ami regard of his Brother Officers / and of those who were placed under his 
Command / while his ge neral deportment in Society / secured the Esteem 
of all who kiu w' him. / This Stone / is ]:)laced by a h'riend / w’ho respects his 
Mt inory / and d< plures his loss. / He died at Sea / on l)oard the Hon’ble 
Company’s Ship / Northuviho land / Captain J. R. Francklin / near the 
West ward / Islands / On the 2olh June 1809 / In th(‘ 68th year of his Age. 

7. Beneath this luindile Pile / Rest the remains of / JANE ami 
HENRY / the wife anti son / of / Captain John WIIJJAMS. / Henry dietl 
th.e 13th of July 1798 / Aged twenty months / and his Mother / on the 29lh 
of the same month / of grief / for the loss of her Child. 

8. Sacred / to the memory of / CHARLES / son of Captain JOHN 

WILLIAMS / filed. yConti nuahon buriedS'^ 

9. In Memory / of / Mrs. MARY CHAMBERLAIN / Relict of / the 
late Rev. J. Cdiainbtulain / Died August 27, 1833. / Aged 59. 

10. In Memory of / JANE / late belovetl wife of John PARSONS 

Missionary / who died August 26, 1842. / Aged 27 years. When Christ 

who is our life shall / appear , then shall ye also appear / w'ith Him in glory. 

II / EBENEEZER LAWRENCE / son of John and Mary 

Law rence, Missionaries / who died August 7th, 1843 / Aged 3 years and 9 
months. / Of such is the Kingdom of / God. 

12. Sacred to the Memory / of / I^NSIGN PATRICK QUIN / Died XXII 
April, MDCCXCV. Aged LXVI years 

13. Sacred to the Memory / of / Capt. NATHANIEL ALEXANDER / 
who di( (1 suddenly / on / the 31st of January 1792 / in the 52nd year / of 
his Age. 

14. This / Monument / w^as erected / to the memory of ENSIGN JAMES 
STEWART / by his Friend L. Clearchue / by desire of his Brother / He died 
on the 5th of June / 1769 / aged 19 years. / A Clayton feet. 


♦ The author of a well-known history of the Bengal Infantry. 
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15. Here lieth the body / of / Mr. JOHN M. CAF^E / late 'Deputy/ 

Commissary / at this place / Died January 26th i ygS years. 

16. Sacred to the memory of / LikUT.-Col. WILLfAM MACNA- 
MARA / who died at Monghyr / the 31st of January iS2i / Aged 62 years. 

17. Lirut. G. DWYER. Died March 17, 185^). 

18. Sacred / to the Memory of /JOACHIM PIRON Esquirr / Uncove- 
nanted Deputy Collector / wlio departed this life / on thc! iSth May, 1857 / 
Aged 63 years and two months. 

19. Saen d / to the Memory of / JOHN HENRY HAR I'LEY / IMRON / 
the only Son of / Joachim and Louisa / Piron / who departed tliis Iif(? / on the 
r 5th August / 1852 / Ag(rd 22 years 2 months / aiul 28 days. 

20. Sacred / to the Memory of /IIICNRY PIl^ON ^only beloved Son of / 
THOMAS GRAN'F Esquire / of Bhagulpore / who departe d this lif«* / on the 
l6th October 1856 / Aged 22 months and 4 <lays. / The I.ord gave and the 
Lord / hath taken .away. I^lessed / is His Holy Name. 

21. In Memor)’ / of / P^NSUiN f^ONALD DA\d DSON / u ho departed, 
this life / tin' 3rd day of August / 1788 / Aged 45 years / . Truly lamented 
by all who knew him, 

22. Mr.S. DP 2 FOE / An aged widow dii-d August 31, 1857 / 'Fhein which 
Sleep in Jesus / Will (}od bring with Him. 

23. Sacred to the Me / mory of Lieut. / EDWARD PROUD / SPENCER 
of the / Bengal Native / Infantry / Died Juin* 25 / 1827. 

24. Sacred / to / the Memory of / JAS MOORR H. .M. 20th 

Reg Foot / Depaited this life 30th Decemb<'r 1845 / Ageil 38 year.s. / 
Leaving a widow and three Orphan Childreii / to Dejdore His Irreparable 
loss. / T his Monument is erec ted liy His Disconsolate Widow. 

25. BISC :0 DAI.F / Son of Captain JOHN WILLIAMS / die<l 7 August 
1799. Aged 13 Months. 

26. RALPH IRVLNG. M. d. Died XVIlhh April / MDCCXCV / Aged 
XXXV years. 

27 of / MARTHA / a Native Christian of 

sincere and / practical piety / who after upwards / of ,[n years ot faithful 
service in / M ajor-General Shuldham’s family / died at Monghyr 8lh ot Sept- 
ember 1844. / Blessed are the dead which dit' / in the I.ord. 

28. S. M. / of / CHARLES FRANCIS LE VASCHl / Son of / John 
Francis Le Vaschi / who departed this life 8th .May A. D. 1829 / Aged 8 years 
X I months and 3 days. 

29. Sacred / to the Memory of CATHERINIC MARIAE / LOWTON / 
Daughter of George and / Maria Lowton / of the Bengal Artillery / wh ^ 
departed this life / on the 7th of May 1S05 / Aged 8 months and 10 days. 

* [^Cofitlnuation beneath jrc?/ 7 .] 
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30. Sacred / to the Memory / of MiSS AMELIA / WATSON, .who 
dt partcd this life 23 / November 1829 Aged rj / Leaving an aged Mother 
and numerous / friends to lament her early loss. 

31. Sacred / to the Memory / of / CAPTAIN FRANCIS LATTER / 
of the 2nd Regt. N, Cavalry / who departed this life / 2nd day of April 1808. 

{^Continuation under soil.~\ 

32. H<Me lies interred / the Body of / LlEUT. GEORGE HYDE / of 
Invalids / who departed this life / at Monghyr / Thursday i8th October 1827. / 
Aged 58 years. 

33. In Memory of / WAL'I'ER FLETCHER/ of Chesterfield, Derbyshire / 
An Ensign in the H. K. 1 . C. Service / who departed this life / 22nd August 
1820 Aged 16 years. / A young man / whose excellent disposition / secured 
him the love of his friends / and his talents, correctness of conduct / the respect 
and esteem of all who knew him. 

34. In Memory / of / MkS. HELEN TRESHAM / who died 3rd Decem- 
ber 1847 13 coss below Suckr<!egully / Aged 33 years. / Such was her worth 
our loss is such / \Vc cannot love too well, or grieve too much. 

35. Sacred / to / the Memory / of / Captain JOHN CARKilC / who 
departed this life / on the 48th year / of his age / Sincerely and deservedly / 
lamented. / April 21, 1813. 

36. Sacred / to the memory of / CHRIS'l'lANA rY'fLER / [Wife 
of] / Henry William l ytler, M. D. / Surgeon to His Majesty’s I'orces. / 
Born December 25th 1753. / Dic<l January 4th 1823. 

iThis tablet is broken and lies on t/te i^^roi^nd. Conclusion lost.] 

37. Sacred / to the Memory of / CHRISTIANA MARGARE'f / 
D.augliter of / John EYTLER and Anne Gallics his wife. / Born September 
8, 1823. / Died December 21, 1823. / Of such is the Kingdom of heaven. 

38. Here lies interred / HANNAH PAULINA the Daughter of 
BRYAN GLOVh'.R. / Born the 30th December 1779. Died 27th August 
I 780. 

39. Sacred to the Memory of / LiliUT. JOHN C. McDOUGALL / of 
H. M. 87th Fusiha-rs who died at Monghyr / on the 28th April, i88i. / 
Aged 21. 

40. Sacred / to the Memory of / Bkevet Ensign WILLIAM GRA- 
HAM / aged 86 years / who died at this place / Monghyr / on the 21st August 
1829 / in the the respect and con.sideration of all around him / William (Jraham 
came out to India / a private in the Hon'bJe Company’s Army' / In the year 
1766 / Was honoured with the Brevet of Ensign. / Frugal and judicious in 
his course of life / after retiring from the active duties / of his profession, / 
he creditably educated his children and maintained his family / and accu- 
mulated a considerable fortune. 
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41 . . GEORGE POYNITZ RICKETTS / Born loth July 1774. Died 29th 
Ap.ii 1815 /• The goodness and benevolence of his heart, / the strict integ. 
rity of his character / endeared him to his many friends / and rendered his 
loss more severe / and irreparable to his affectionate wife / and numerous 
family connections. 

42 of WILLIAM GARDNER / the Son of / Alan Card- 

nar / Died the 24th August 1823. / Aged 2 years and one montli. 


GHAZIPUR. 

(i). Old Cemetery * 

1. Sacred to the Memory of /Captain JAMES ROBERTSON / of 
Engineers / This Monument is Erected / by His AfTectionate and Grateful Wife / 
Sarah Anne Catherine Robertson. / Ob. 4lh of November, 1810/ Aged 35 years. 

2. Sacred / to the Memorey i^sic) / of Mks JANE S'fEWART, / who 
departed this life / on the 9th September/ 18 1 1 / Aged 59 years / This monu- 
ment was erected by her / affectionate / husband / Charles Stewart. 

3. In / memory / of JACOB RIDER ESQ./ who died regretted / on the 
25th day/ of August/ 1809./ Aged 63 years. 

4. Secred to the Memory / of / Lirut.-Col. P. PIGOTT / of the 6th 
Regiment of Native / Cavalry/ who died at this Station on the/ 12th of Novem- 
ber 1800, Age<l 46 years. / By his affectionate Friend, / Thomas Alcock. 

5. Here are deposited / the Remains of / Captain WILLIAM MER- 
CER / of / the Hon’ble Company’s 5th Regiment N. Cavalry / Deceased 5th 
August 1801./ Aged 47 year. 

6. To the Memory / of JOHN THRESHER, / Overseer in the D<‘py. 
Qr. Mr. GenTs Dept. / who died at this .Station the 13th January / 1801 / 
Aged 59 years./ By his Affectionate Daughter. 

7. Sacred / to the Memory of / LiKUT. P. HERRING/ of H. M. 67th 

Kegt. / who departed this life / on of June...... Aged 3i[?] years. 

8. Sacred / to the Memorey (,viV) / of JAMES RICHARDSON, / late 
Sergt. and Drum / Major, H. .M. 67th Regt. of Foot, / who departed this / 
life the 6th day of June / 1810. Aged 28 years. 

9. CHARLOTTE DP 2 MO MET,/ Born the loth August 1829./ Died 
the loth June/ 1830. 

• I noted also the graves of the following children of J Robert and Catherine Barlow 

(1) Hilaire Elizabeth. 5th September 1821. Aged i year and 6 months. 

(2) Arthtir Pakenham. isth June 1819. „ 5 months and 2 days. 

(3) Maria Catherine. ythfSeptember 1820. „ 2 years and 4 months. 

(4) Francis George. iith August 1826, „ 10 months 

• (5) George. 27th July - 1817. ,, I year and 3 months. 
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fo. JULES DE MOMET./ Ne le 6 Aout 1827. / D6ced6 le 13 Fev- 
rier. 1828. 

IF. JAS. TOOPER / died 19th April, i8r6./ Aged 24 years / Also / 
THOS. DOLBY / died 19th September 1816./ Aged 42 years./ Both of the 
17th Foot. 

Stop poor Sinner ! Slop and think 
Before you further go. 

Will you sport upon the brink 
Of t^verlasting woe ? 


Once again I charge you stop, 

For unless you warning take 
Ere you artr aware 3'ou drop 
Into the eternal lake. 

12. Sacred / to the Menn)r3^ of / tlm late Mrs. HANNAH WARD,/ 
who/ departed this life / the 14th S»*ptcmb« r, 1817 / Aged 39 years. 

13. Sacred / to the Memory of / Mrs. ANN DELANEY, Wife of / 
Mr. Delaney Merchant / who died at Ghazeepore on / the 3rd Day of June, 
1817. \^Cont in nation obliterated.‘\ 

14. Sacred / to the Memory / of ELIZABETH / late wife of Lt. A. 
CHILD/ of H. M. 24th Foot who departed / this life on the 7th May 1819/ 
Aged 38th \’ears. / Erected as a tribute of affectionate/ regard and esteem 
by her afflicted / Husband. 

15. Sacred to the Memory of / Captain R. H. BUCHANAN / 2nd 
Battn. 24 Keg. N. I. / who departed this life on the loth of Ma\^ / 1816 / 
Aged 32 years./ Erected / as a Mark of Esteem and Regard / By the Officers 
of His Corps. 

16. Sacred / to the Memory of / Mr. WILLIAM WARD / late of 
Mahomedabad / who Departed this Life / on the 2nd Da\" of September / 
1812 / Aged 39 y(?ars. 

17. To the Memory / of / Brf.Vi MajOR M YLNE / of His Majesty's 
24th Dragoons, / who died at Ghazeepore / on the 5th Day of November, 
1815./ Aged 47 years. 

iS. Sacred / to the memory / of / Ensn. E. W. CHAMBERLAIN / of 
His Majesty’s 24th Regiment of / F'oot / who departed this life the 2£st / of 
June 1814 / Aged 16 years. / Erected / as a mark of esteem and regard 
b}^ the / Officers of his Corps. 

19. Sacred / to the Memory / of / Mr. JOHN BUR / who departed 
this life / loth May 1818. / Aged 32 years. 

20, Sacred / to the / Memory / of / HARRIOT / wdfe of Mr.' James 
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Watson. Merchant of this / Station / who departed this / life on the loth 
day of.., A. D. i8i9.[?] 

21. In memory of / Mrs. ANN REILLY. / wife of Nicho. Reilly 

B. E. H. / who died 24th January 1821 / Aged 31 years. / Also of JOHN 
N^ICHOLSON / Son of the Above / who died 25tli 1821. 

(2). Netv Cemetery, 

22. Sacred / to / the Memory of / JAMES FINLAY, / Late of H. Ms. 
3rd Regt. / A Volunteer from the ist Bengal Regt. of Foot, / who departed 
this / life August the 17th / 1834./ Aged 32 years. / I.eaving a wife and 
child / to lament his loss. / This Tomb was erected as a Tribute of affec^ 
tion / by his Widow. 

23. In Memory of / JEAN. / Wife of William Orcle Ruspini, / 
District Chaplain./ Born 7th February 1813 / Entered into rest 25th 
September 1834. [Texts not transcribed.^^ 

24. To the Memory of / WILLIAM FIR PII Esquire / Companion of 
the most Honorable Military Order of the Bath, / Lieutenant-Colonel IT. M. 
38th Regt. / Born July 1780. / Died 27th May 1831. / This Column / has been 
raised as a tribute of their / sincere esteem and respect by the / Officers, 
Non-Commissioned Officers / and Privates of the Corps. 

25. Sacred / to the Memory of / LiEUT-Coi.. HENRY HAWTF^EY, / 
Commanding the 5th Light Cavalry. / Died 7tli July 1833. / This Monument 
is erected as a mark of respect / By the Officers of his Corps. 

26. Sacred / to / the / Memory of ANN / Daughter of Lieut. -Colonel 
and Mrs. / Doveton, who dep- / arted this life on / the 19th November, 1826 / 
in the 17th year of her age, 

27. To the Memory / of / Lt.-Col. I. C. L. CARTER / His M*s. 44 
Regt. / who departed this life / the 5th September 1827 / Aged 45 years. 

28. Sacred / ot the Memory of / CORNWALI.IS LA TOUCHE ESQ., / 
Bengal Civil Service / who died at Ghazeepore / on the 27th April 1837. / 
Aged 29th / The Tribute of attached friends. 

29. Sacred / to the Memory of / Lr.-Coi.. F. M MILLER c. B. / of 
H. M. 87th Regt. / who departed this life / the i8th May 1823. / This 
Monument is erected as a token of sincere affection / by his Brother Officers / 
by whom his numerous virtues / as a Man and a Soldier / will be long and 
deeply lamented, 

30. To the beloved Memory of / EDWARD PLANTAGANET ROBIN 
HOOD HASTINGS / Fourth Son of Hans Francis / 12th Earl of Harting- 
don / who died at Ghazeepore / on the 17th day of October 1857. / Aged 
39 years / Jesus said. Weep not : he is not dead but sleepeth. 
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31. In affectionate / Remembrance/ of iHb: Ven. JOHN HENRY 
PRA'l T / M.A., F.N.S. / Archdeacon of Calcutta / vviio died of Cholera / at 
Gha/< epore / IJecc mber 2Slh , 187! / in his 63rd year / Having just entere d / 
on his Final ^’isitalion / after a residence / in India of 33 years. / “ A good 
seldier of JeMis / Christ. 2 d'im. 1 1.4.” “ Be thou faithful into / death and I 
will give thee a Crown of life. Rev. 1 i-io.’’ 

(3). Ghazipu r Church. 

32. M. S. / CHEVALIER AN FOINE DE UETANG./Kt. of St. Louis./ 
Horn 20th July, 1754. / Hieti i ith Det ember 1840. 

Lr. ELCiENE DE L'lil'l ANG, / 1st Europe Regiment. / Born 5th May 
1803 / Died 151)1 Novt inln r, 1829 / Requit scat in pace. 

33. In Memory of / CaPT. TIIK IIONORABLK EDWARD / PLANTA- 
GANET ROP>lNIIOOD IJAS riN( 3 S, / late of the 32nd Regiment N. 1 . / 
He died at ( jhi.zeeiion*, Aged 39 years / from the effects of e?^posure / 
during Major \ . Eyre ’s / memorable advance from Buxar / to llie Relief / 
of the Arrali Ganison / in July and August 1857. : 'Hiis d ablct is erected 
bv his Companions / in arms and by his friends w'ho were j sv) time ly 
succoured by an h^xpedition / wliich owed much of its origin and of its/ 
brilliant success to his self-deva>tion, / tmergy, and distinguislufd *'our.ige. 

34. Sacred / to tlu Memory of / GEORGE WILSON, Esg.. / who 
departed tliis life / on the 3rd of April, 1883 — , Aged XLVIIl. 

35. Sacual / to the Memory of ANNE AL 1 ‘]XAND 1 CR / Wile (.)f A C. 
HEYLAND ICstjr., / Judge ui this District. / Born March 3olh i8o8, died 
Oct. iilh, ^839 of Ghazec j ore. And all wept and bewaihd her; but He said 
Weep not : She is not de-ad but sleepeth. 

DINAPlJlC 

At Dinapur theia^ are two closed ct-midcric-s and one open. Hf-re. as 
at Ghazipur, a friable kind of sandstone bas been made use of for memorial 
tablets. I ^^as with difficulty just able to m.ike out (he names of Robert 
Hutchison and iMrs. Eliza Mench [?] on two tombs. 

in the oldest eernt tery there is a rather long row of grave -i belonging to 
the Penhearow family. I lie inscription on the lirst grave has worn aw ay, but 
it commemor i'cs .1 Mr. Elizah PenhearoW'. I had not sufficiemt time to 
transcribe the inscriptions, but 1 noted that the second and third inscriptions 
arc seemingly to the parents of the children w hose graves follow' as — 

1. Danicd Penliearow. Born 23rd December 1800. Died i.st 

May 1876. 

2. Elizabeth Haig. Wife of Daniel Penhearow, Senior. Born 

1812. Died 1866. 
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The children arc^ — 

Samuel. Died 24th June 1859. 
Joel. Born 27th January 1859. 

Priscilla. Died 22nd June 1857. 
Benzamin Died 23rd April 1849. 
Hannah. Died 27th May 1843. 
Sarah. Died ist Jul) 1842. 

Jonathan. Died 2fst May 1840 


Aged 12 years 6 months 2 days. 
Diecl February 1859. 

.Aged 1 1 years 1 1 months 4 days. 
Aged I year 1 month. 

Aged II years 6 months 8 days. 
Aged 9 months 20 days. 

Aged 4 years i month 15 days. 


(i). FiKst Old Cemetery. 

1. In Memory of / JAMES GEE / of Dinaporo / who <Icparted 

this life / t 790. 

2. In / Memory of Lr. JOHN STEWAI’IT / Cornmissary of Onlnant e / 
who died Januaiy 1795 / Aged 44 years. 

3. ISABELLA ELIZABETH SPENS / Sifter of Colomd Norman 
Macle.od / married / Captain Jamt s Spens 73rd Regt. / November 25th. 
Died December 19th, 1787. / The joy of the Husband and Brother / u as short / 
and their regret will be lasting. 

4. M. S, /ELIZAE. Fil./Guih WOOD : Due. / Ob XXIV Aiigust / 
A. C / MDCCLXXXII. 

5. Sacred to the Memory of / ELIZABETH MANN / who departed 

this life on the / loth August / 1 793. Aged 44 / This Monument i.s 

ere (.y/V) by her most disconsolate / and ever regrrtiing hu-.baTi(l / Robert 
Mann / Marchant (s/e, at Dinapore. 

6. In memory of / LlEUT. ALPLXR. GUTHRIE who died at Dinapore 
the 2nd of May 1785 /Aged 34 years. / A man of the most / bmevolent 
disposition and tenderly / alTectionatf Brother and sincere^ / Friend and 
agreeable Companion, / who was much esteemed by his / Brotlu r officers 
and other friends. [^Conclusion not t / anscribed\. 

7. To the Memory / of Capp. HENRY GRAH.AM / of His Majesty’s 
73rd Regt. / Obiit. Anno MDCCLXXXVII. / Aetat XXI 1 1 

8. In Memory /of JANET Wife of / J. S rORMON'P, / who died at 
Dinapore / the 2nd .April / I 786. Aged 29 years. [Conclusion nol trans- 
cribed.'] 

9. THOMAS HUM FRAYS / Died September 17 th, 1784 Aged lo 
months. 

10. To the Memory of / ARTHUR AHMU FTY, Esy., Colonel in tht* 
Service of / the Honourable Ea.st India Company, who departed this life / 
the 6th day of December, 1793 I at Dinapore < Aged LXIII years. 

n. Here lycth the body ; of ALEXR. SAVILE SHAND / who 
departed this life October loth, / 1792 / Aged 27 years. 
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12. Sacred / to the Memory of / Lieut.-Genl. SAML. WATSON / 
who served the Hon’ble Company / faithfully / for forty-six years / and 
departed this life on the iith of July / Anno Domini 1814 / Aged 65 years. / 

I am the Ressurrection and the life / Saith the Lord / lie that believoth in Me/ 
though he be dead / yet shall he live / and whosoever liveth and believeth 
in Me / shall never die. / Respectfully inscribed / by an afflicted I and affec- 
tionate Daughter. 

13 HENRY GOODELL, Son of / Goodell, Sergt. / 5th 

ICuropean Regt. ‘ who died ye 25lh of July 1793 / Aged i year 3 months, 

and 24 days Opening bud thy early infant charms / saw well 

pleased, and snatched ye to its arms. 

14. ROBERT DOWNES, a.M. ' Catherine Hall, Cambridge. * Died 
25th June 1771 / Aged 26 years. 

15. 'To the Memory of Liku r,-C(>!.()NKT. JAMES P>ROWNh 3 / who 
depart(ffl tins life / June 22nd, 1700. / Aged 4«8. 

(2). Second Old Cemelery. 

16. Erec ted by his Brother Offleers to the Memory of / Captain 
CHARLES DUNBAR, His Majesty’s loth Regiment / Killed in Action with 
the Mutineers nc.-ar Arrah / July 29lh 1857. / Aged 51 yttars. 

other side.^ 

Erected by his Brother Officers to the Memory of / Ensk'.n HENRY 
JAMES ERSKINE, His Majesty’s loth Rej^iment / w ho died at Dinaporo 
July 31st 1S57 wounds received in / Action with tlu* Mutinet rs near 

Arrah. July 29th. / Aged 29 years. 

17. Major-Genkkai. JOHN Sr. LEGER / Died 29th July 1799. 
Aged 42. 

18. Sacred / to the Memory of / SPENCER DYER / Merchant / who 
departed this life / 28th May i8io / Aged 42 years. 

13). Ce?nefery in Present use. 

19. Sacred / to the Memory of / STANLAKE HPCNRY BATSON, 

M. D. / Surgeon Major / Bengal Medical Service / Retired List. / Died 
AugiTst 27th A. D. 1869. / Aged 59. / Field Surgeon to the F'orce before / 
Delhi during the Mutiny / A. D. 1857-/ “ shadow of Thy wings shall be 

my refuge / until this tyrany be over-past / Ps. LVII./ Also of CAROLINE 

MARY his wife / Born May 17th Died September 19th, 1880. / 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow’ me all the days of my life. 

PURNEAH. 

Old Cemetery. 

I. Sacred / to the Memory of / JAMES COLNETT GREAVES, / who 
died on the 3rd April 1825. / Aged one year. 
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.2. Sacred /to the Memory of / Captain WIF^LI AM MACPHERSON/ 
of the 24th Regiment Native Infantry, / wht) di partecl this life / tjn the 14th 
September 1819. / Aged 35 years./ In him without P'hittery may be said / 
there combined the Suaviter in Modo / with the Kortitt r in Re. 

3. Sacred to the Mc.-mory of / CHARI. ES (iRTEME, Junior Esq., / 
Judge and Magistrate of Purnea, / who dv*part«.d this life on tlu 24th April, 
1804,/ Aged 31 years 7 months,/ An aftoctional< • Iliisliand, I^'iithiM-, Son and 
Brother, / a warm Friend, zealous nprigijt Magistrate / He livM hrloved and 
respected : / and dii*d sincerely lami ntt fl. 

4. Sacred / to tlu- \lemory of / JOHN CH ARLES JOHNSON. / Born 
7th February, 1818 A. 13 . / 13 ictl 1 slh T 3 ece>)jb*‘r iSGo I^. / In tlie midst 
of life / we are in death. 

5. Sacred / to ll.e Memory r.f / REBECCA, / Wit K ot/CAP I'AIN 
JOHN LI LTLIH^AI.E GALE / who depot -d thi Lite/ ih<‘ 6th .\ugust 1826/ 
agj (\ 26 yCc'irs / also of / CHARLh'S h'OWARl^ anil J AMICS / their Clhldn n. 

6. r 3 edicated / to the Memory of / Caimain and Mrs. ISA At* 

ROWE, / who depaited this lib: in the* year 1808. 

Death, c rind spoi!e*r, tears (sic) each ttuuler tie 
And each new day indicts a newer pain. 

Yet severed Friends in joy shall live once more, 

And l)ind anew the ties that di*atn had rent, 

And they who loved on transient earth !)eforf‘ 

Shall meet to love* r ternally in In aven. 

7. In Memory of / RfJBER L JARRE I' I' / who di partc i this iif^' / tht: 
27th February 1805. / Aged Co ycar^. 

8. S.icred / to the Memory of / F. I. FId )R. m.d.,/ who dii*d at Fnrneah / 

the 28th August 1778./ .Aged 40 years. ( /Vo Urdu Av/cv /e//err.J 

9. Sacred / to the Memory / of / Mr. GEORCiE MAROUIS/ who 
died at Gondw'arra /. on the 27th of July^ 18 M./ Aged 23 years / This 
Monument is erected / by his alb ctlonate Brotlifu* who will tw er ih plore / 
his premature / fate. 

10. Sacied / To the Mt*m<^ry / of / Likui . ALEXANDER McVEAtiH^/ 
who died May 6th, 1780. / Aged 22. 

11. To the Memory / of / \\HLLL\M SCA) V T, Eso., whf> dierl on the 
13th August / 1792. / Aged .40 years 

12. Sacred ' to the Memory of ; THOS. C. SCOTL, Kso., / late Kegis-^ 
ter, Acting Judge, and / Magistrate of the District, / wlio tiled on the 7th 
day of March 1811. / Aged 29 years, i rids ivlonument is Erected / By 
two of his most intimate / Friends who despair of / Iwt r seeing his like 
again. 

*13. To the Memory of / JOHN H ANN AY, Esq., / late Judge and 
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Magiistrnte / of tlu^ Zillali of I’urncali, / who on tin: 19th September, 

>795- A^cd 50 years. 

14. To the Memory of , J. A. DAVIDSON, KSQ. / Assistant Surgeon / 
Died al this St.ition / In the year of our Lord ^ 1819 /. 

15. Sacred / to the Mt mory of / MARIA / wife of / Captain WILLIAM 
HER 1 RAM / Rarraek Maste r / i6th Division Barrat k Department / who 
departed this lih‘ / at Purneah on the 10th of F'ebruary 1825. / Aged 26 
years. 

16. Sac red ' to the' Memory of / ELIZABE I’H PE I'RIE Relict 
of JOHN AN(jUS MAC LEAN / who disparted this life / 27th May, 1829, > 
aged 52 yi ars . This Monument was Erected ' by hen* alTeetionatci Daughter 
Catherine Kerry. 

17. In / Memory of / FREDERICK WILLIAM / wlio died at Purneah 
on the iSth day of Augu-l 1828. ' Aged eh vc^n months and twenty-five 
days. J lie only son of Frederic k and An ("ORFI ELD . 

18. Sacred to tlie Memory of J. V. HISCD, EsQ., ‘ Dimlat Purnc^ah ! 
Dn the 26th Jvdy 1827. . In the 35th year of his Age. 

Hj. In MenuT) of J.XMES KINC.j KILLWKM< / who departed this 
lift" / 1st of December 1843. Aged 25 yt^ars. 

20. Sacred ' tcj the Memory of ' Phk IIon’BLK F. DRUMM()ND, ; 
Magi.stratc of Purneah / who cJied tin* 15th May, 1848, / Aged 26 years. 
This Monument is raised l>y the Residemts of the* District / In tokt-n of their 
sense / of His worth. \^Rc}nai ndcr i I legible 

21. In / Memory of ALFLXANDER TURNBULL. Lieutenant of His 
Majesty’s Vllth Bmgal Euro|)ean Regimcmt / and C'c^ininandant of the Illrd 
Police Battalion. / I^icd March 14th 1859. Aged 34 years. > Surely I come 
quickly. Amejn / Even so come Lord Jesus. Revelativui. XXII, 29. 

22. Sacred to the Memory of / GF 2 ( 9 RGE PALMER, Esq., who 
departed this lift' on the loth September, A. D. 1846 /Fltat 44 years. I 
He lived bedoved and respet. teci / By both the rich and poor and died regret- 
ted by all. / Requiescat in pace. / li/rw' of Urdu or Persian follow.\ 

23. [ The fcjllow'ing inscription is muidi defaced, and I had not time to 
attempt to copy the » losing lines.] 

Her[e is in] teried / of / [JaJmes 

Steel, [Surg]eon in the Service of / The Honourable East India Company / 
who depart(^d this life (Jn the of June 1791. 

BUXAR. 

\ here i'^ in this burial ground a large masonry .structure evidently intended 
as the basis of a mausoleum. The Executive Engineer informed me that 


* is a tablet to (ieorge Palmer in St.John's Church, Calcutta. 
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according t(; local tradition llie English soldiers \> ho clied on the famous 
battlefield of Buxar are buried here. 'Fhis tomb is numbc‘red 35 on the 
official plan of the cem(!t<.‘ry. 

I- Sacred / to the Memory / of / LiKUr. \V INNES, XII Kegt. 
Inf. / Son of Colonel Innes C. I>. F^engal N. I. / Died August 25th / 1832 / 

As a testimonry of thtdr esteem. / I his Monument is ereclo<l by the efticers 
in his Re giment. / 

2. Sacred / to ilie Memory of / Mk. ANN TOONE / Wife of / Lit ul.- 
Colonel* d'oont^ / Commanding this Station j whose Philanthropy / endeared 
her to her I'amily, / hViends and all who knew / Her Worth / ( )l)iit it*ih 
August A. n. 1811. 

3. Sacred / to tlu- Memory of / K. M. STEKLlNCi / Wife of / 
('aptain R. C. Sterling / ol the ^th Native Ca\alry / ulu) (.k‘paitetl this lift / 
on the 7th of April t8ii. / Aged 30 years. / d'hi> Monument \^ a.s t*ret it^l / 
By his tlisconsolatt^ l^arents. 

4. S icred / t (3 the / Memory of Majok JOHN LINDSAY, /of the 

loth Rc^gimi-nt Native / Infantry, who died on the 22n<l of Octobt r 1817 / 
Aged years. / .An excellent disposition / anti sound jmlgment added 

to / integrity of principle and / sincerity of heart endeared him to all ; and 
btdo\ ed by his / F riends, lie tlietl res|)t‘rtcd / as an officer anti lamented 
as a man. 

5. This Monunitmt / is ert!Cte<i / l)y the olfit ers / of the 3f)th \ali\'e 
infantry / to the Memory of / Major WILLIAM (i.XfiK / of that Regimtmt j 
who dit^d at P>uxar vvhilt* |irore<*ding to the Prc‘-idcn<’v / on tht* 28th 
March, iSjty 

6. Sacred / to / the Memory of / C.VP TAI N A I A N Dhdx <'()('K, / 
6th Re giment Light CavaliN' who tlej*artctl this / life jist Scptcml>t*r 1823 
in the ^yth year of his Age / This Monumtnt is ( retted l>) his lieloved wife 
as the last honor / she could show tow ards a kind and affi ct i(.>nate husband / 
whose loss she wdl as long as Vireath remains laimjnt, 

O thou removed from this world’s strife. 

Whose relics here behiw' are laid, 

May peace who watt hed thy harmless life 
In death jirote-ct thy harmless shadt^. 

Yet not alone arouiul thy bit'r. 
riiv Charlott’s sighs unfeignM ascend, 
riic mourner's pity drops a ttmr. 

And virtue w'e<‘ps a vanished frit nd. 

7. Sacred / to the Memory of / JOHN GIBBS / I.r. -C olonel / 
Commandant of Buxar / who departed this life / on the / 7th Decembt r 1847 / 
Aged 47 years / This tomb is erected as a / dVibute due' to depnrtetl / worth 
by his affectionate Lady / M. A. .May. 
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8. To / the Memory / ol / Lirut. JOHN HAMILTON SMITH / 
Adjutant and Quarter- Master ' 5th Sepoy Brii^ade / Who departed this life / 
the r2th of September 1789. 

9. Sacred / to the Memory / of Ensign / JOHN HPX'HEATON / of the 
9th Regiment Bi ngal Native Infantry f who died at Buxar on the 31st Janu- 
ary ; 1811. Aged 15 years. / This Monument is erected / by his Brother OHicers 
as a mark / of their alTection and esteem. 

10. To the / Memory ' of Likut. RANDOLPH RANSFORD / who died / 
the 19th of Aj^ril 1783. / Aged 39 years. / Dedicated by his afTt'ctionate 
Friend, / Major Thomas Gardiner. 

11. In Memory / of WILLIAM ('HARLO / who departed this life 
14th July ; 1800 / Aged 44 years. 

12 'To the Memory / of ! Capi ai.\ PEl'PIR DAV'^IS / who th partt'd this 
life most sinctoely regretted . on the 13th tiay of \Iarel) 1788. G\god 51 years/ 
This Monument is f reeted / by his Ibotlu'?r OHieers. 


GY A. 

C / as ed Ce m ete r y 

1. Saert d / to the Memory of , FRANCIS (jILLANDFRS, Iisg., 
many years (’ollector of 'Faxes / on Pilgrims at Gya, / who tleparted this life / 
on the 2';th August 1821. / Aged sixty years. ' A faithful and zealous 
discharge cd public duty ' Secured him the most miqualilied approbation of 
Gc^vernmcnl. / An intimate knowledge- of Indian character and customs . W^ilh 
his great attention to tlie wants and comforts / Of the Pilgrims visiting the 
sacri^d 'Femples at Gya ‘ Gained him the utmo^^ veneration and regard, • 
Whil.st many able (qualities and a blameless liftj / and the practice of every 
virtue* within his reach / Placed him high in the esteem and alTection of his 
Friends / by whom this IMonument is erected to record his worth. 

2. vSacred to the Memory of / I.EWIS DANNIEL, Assistant Surgeon/ 
who departed tliis life ' on the 29th January / A. D. 1S19 / Aged 25 years. 

3. Erected by their Brother Seamen / to the Memory of / HENRY 
Will FF, / JAMES ALLAN, ' JOHN SYVK FT, / JOIIN ANSON, / 
HENRY SCO'i'T, / THOMAS McCAULAY, / THOMAS ALLEN, / J. 
BRUCE, / HENRY DROUGHT, / GEORGE LEMON, / JAMES ALLEN, / 
Ko. I Company. No. 5 1 . N. Brigade / who died of disease wdiile serving at 
Gyah / during that year of sorrow 1857-58 f Their w^arfare is accomplished. 
/ Isaiah XI. 2. 

4. Sacred / to the Memory of / Capi. THOS. C. GRAY, R. M. L. 1 . / 
of the Sha 7 tfion*s Naval Brigade. / Died May 8th, 1858. Aged 37. / At Gyah 
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of Dy scntery. / This rnoninnent is erected / Hy I’le ortic-trs of th** Shannon j 
who lost in him a valiant ct^mradc / and much e^teemcMl friend. 

5. Sacred to the Memory of / HENRY HODGSON SCO f T, / Son of / 
Robert Hodgson Sc ott, c.S. / Born 2nd October 1856 at Dacca / Dic*d 27th 
February 1857 at Gya. / ‘ Their Angels [e tc., St. Math. XVI II, o].’' 

6. Sacred / to the Meunory of ' FRANCIS CHARLES \NNESLEY / 
Captain H. M. Goth Rifles / cind 3rd son of the* latt* Captain th*‘ Hon’ble 
Francis Charles Anncsiey, R. N. / who de})arted this life / on the 30th M iy"^ 
1854 / AgcMl 31 ^ ears and 11 months. 

7. Sacred / to the Meinorv' of / ELIZABR TH, / thi* h<dova'd wife of / 
Charh*s GARSTIN, F.sq., / of the Civil Service / who departed this life / on the 
22nd August i'^43 / in the 24111 year of her age ' “ Her end wa- pm-feet 
peace.'* / 

8. Sa< red / to lIu^ Memory of CHARLO f I'E LOUISA, eldest daughter 
of / the ITon’ble halmund l^RUMMOND of the Civil Service / Born on the 
l6th January 1840. / Died on the jGth Ju]\' 1844. ■ Suffer the little childr<*n 
to come unto / Me, and forbid them not, for of such is / the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

9. INot copieii in /////] DUNCAN CRAUFORD MrLKOD, c.S. Born 
in Fort William, ist May 1808. Dim! at Gya iGth June 1833. 


SHERGATHI. 

1. Sacred to the Memory / of CHARfdCS P.\Tl'ON, Fso., of the 

Bengal Civil Servic'C, ^ wlio died on th<‘ ptli fulv 1813. Aged ^o. / D('ser- 
vcdly respected liy the Native population of these ^ Provinces for a friitliful 
zealous ancl honorable discharge / of his public duties and endeari^d to his 
relations and ' friends by the warmth of his affections and the volence 

of his heart. 

2. Lt.-Coi.ONF.C SAMUEL JONES. ^ Died the 20th Tune 1S02 ' 
Aged 40 years. 

3. THOMAS PALMER. / Obiit Sept inber 24th 1799 ■ .T^tatis 27. 

4. WIT. LIAM SMITH, ICsO., ' I.ate R/‘gister of Ramghnr. ! Depar- 

ted this life / on the 3rd October 1821. / Aged 30 years. 

5. Sacred / to the Memory of ' HESTER DAN(TE, ^ Infant damditer 

of Nathaniel SMITH and Eliza his wife, ■ udio df-}>arlcd this life ' Mav 4th 
1822. / Aged 5 months and 20 days. ' And Jesus said, suffer little ehihlren / 
and forbid them not to come into Mo. ' for <if such is the Kingdom of n. 

6. Sacred / to the Memory of ' GEORGE HOGSFLESH, / Gunner of 

the Beiigal Artillery,/ Overseer of the Grand Trunk Road. / Died the 22ntl 
July 1847 / Aged 32 years and nine months. 

♦ An inscription on another side gives the datf* of death as 29th May. 


3 * 



122 


BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT. 


7. Sacred / to the Memory of / CHARLES O'CONNOR / of the De- 
partment of Public Works, / Overseer of the Grand Trunk Road./ Died 27th 
July 1847. I Aged 45 years. 

8. C. W. MORAVIA, 

9. Sacred / to the Memory of / CHARLOTTE AMELIA, / Second 
Daughter of GEORGE THOMAS. / Horn 9th November 1842 / and departed 
this life / 13 April 1844. 

Silent be all my anxious fears, 

My heart no more repine ; 

Since Jesus in His bosom wears 
The flower that once was mine. 

10. Sacred / to the Memory of / GEORCiE, / Infant Son of GEORGE 
THOMAS. / Born 13th October / and departed this life / 2nd November 1845. 

[ Verse not copied.^ 

11. To the Memory of / ELLEN ELIZA, / the beloved wife of/ 
CHARLi:S VON BIBRA, / who died at Dobee G. T. R. / on the 28th 
December 1868 / in her 23rd year. 

12. Sacred / to the Memory of / WILLIAM CHARLES, / Infant Son 
of / Fuhver Craven FOWLE. / Bengal Civil Service / Died i rth August 1853. / 
Aged I year 4 months and 11 days. / Suffer the little children to come / 
unto Me, and forbid them not for / of such is the Kingdom of Heaven. 

13. Sacred / to the Memory of / WELLS BUTLER, Esy., / of the / 
Bengal Civil Service, / Youngest Son of Henry and Ann Butler / of Roys- 
ton, Cambridge.shire, England. / Born at Royston, June 27th 1833. Died at 
Shergotty, June 20th 1859. 

RALASOHE. 

Old English Burial Ground. 

1. Here lyeth the body of / ELIZABETH PLAYDEL* who / departed 
this life the loth day / of August, ye year of our Lord 1758. / Aged 19 years. 

2. 1684. / Here lies the body of ANN, late wife of Captain Francis / 
WILSHAW / who died ye pmo. 9 bris. Aged 26 yeare. / Also the Body of 
EDWARD, his son, '\\ho deceased 27th of the same month. / 4 years. Anno 
Domini 1684. 

3. Here lyeth the body of / ISABEI.L KELSALL who departed this 
life the 28th day of / April in ye year of our Lord, / 1751. / Aged 17 years. 

Old Dutch Burial Ground. 

I. Michel Jans / Burggraaf / Vanseven / Huisen obiit / 23rd Novem- 
ber / 1696. 

2 in Bella — 8 y ulia. 

Walter K. Firminger/ 

• A well intentioned restorer has painted over two inset letters of this name and made the name 
“ Playad.” 



Cafcttt^a ^ie^otricaf ^ocie^g. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNEAL MEETING. 

'T'HF. Annual Meeting of the Calcutta Historical Society was held on the 17th 
* March 1916 at 6-30 P.M., in the Hall of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 
His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, Lord Carmichael, presided. There 
were present (i) the Venerable Archdeacon, W. K. Firminger, M.A., b.d., 
(2) Sir R. N. Mookerjee, K.C.I.E., Lt.-Col. W. J. Buchanan, G.i.K , the Hon'ble 
Mr. Surendra Nath Roy, Rai Radhacharan F\tI Bahadur, Rai Lalit Mohan 
Sing Bahadur, Mr. H. G. Graves, Mr. F. C. Scallan, Mr. (i. O’Connell, 
Mr. R. D. Mehta, C.I.K., Lt.-Col. N. T. Parker, Mr. S. C. Sanial and several 
others. 

In opening the meeting His Excellency said that the Society had not 
prospered greatly during the year just ended, 'flic income was considerably 
less than before, and he suggested that during the coming year they should 
.set themselves to increase the interest taken in the society. A suggestibn 
had been made by one of the members, Mr. F. C. Scallan, of the Surveyor- 
General’s Office, that the name should be altered from the. Calcutta Historical 
Society to that of the Bengal Historical Society, He thought it was a very 
good suggestion, because the work of the Society was not conlincd to Calcutta 
alone, but to the whole of the Province, and the change of name might com- 
mend itself to those in the rnofussil interested in historical rest arch. Another 
suggestion was that they .should have as Vice-Presidents men who took an 
active interest in the Society. He understood that Vicc-l^rcsidents hitherto 
had been gentlemen who were excellent Vice-Presidents in many ways, but 
who did not take much interest in the business of the society. C^ne name, 
that of Colonel Buchanan, stood out among tlic new Vice-I Residents. His 
Excellency said they could not have a better man, because his interest in his- 
torical research was known to everybody. He wondered whether something 
could be done to .stimulate the interest of members to make individual efforts 
in original historical research. One point had been brought to his notice, 
vis.y the need of tracing the Instory of the names of Calcutta stn els. Very 
little was known of Calcutta history between 1785 and 1850. If any members 
had time to examine the files of the old newspapers or periodicals, they would 
probably obtain intere.sting information about old street names. His Excell- 
ency concluded by paying tribute to the splendid work done in the interests 
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of the society by Archdeacon, W. K. Firminger and Mr. S. C. SaniAl, the 
Hon. Secretary. 

The Venerable Archdeacon, W. K. Firminger, M.A., B.D., in moving the 
adoption of the Anniial Report and Accounts for 1915 as circulated to the 
Members (taken as readj said that the year had opened with a balance in 
hand of Rs. 860, and had closed with the reduced amount of Rs. 372. They 
had fewer members owing to the circumstiinces of the war. He would have 
preferreil to see the list of new members larger than ten. He referred to 
the late James Campbell Mitchell, and said that by his death the society had 
sustaiiual a great loss, for his place as an organiser would be diflicult to fill. 
He harl died the death of a patriot, and the so( iety was very proud of the fact 
that it had his name on its rolls. 

Lt.-Col. \V. J. Buchanan, C.i.h:. , seconded the motion which was carried. 

Mr. H. G. Graves movtid the election of the following Members to cons- 
titute the Council of the Society for 1916 with power to add to tludr 
number : — 

President — tlis Excellency the Governor of Bengal. 

Vfee-Presidents : -Sir Charles }3aylry, G. C. S. I., etc., Sir Harry Stephen, Kt. ; Sir Robert 
Fulton, Kt. ; I.t Col. \V. J. Hm hanan, C. I. E.. 

Members: — The Hon’ble Maharaja D>)iraj of Burdwan, K. P. S. I., K. C. I. K, (.0 Maharaja 
Sir P. C. Tagtu'c, Kt., (3) The Hon’ble Raj.a Rishi Kesh f.aw, C- I. E., (4) Sir R. N. Mookerjee, 

K. C. I. E., (5) 'Che Hon'ble Mr, J. G. Cumming, C. S. I., (6; The Ven’rable Archdeac'on \V. K. 
Firminger, M. A., 13. D., (7) Mr. W. R. Gourlay, 1. C. S., (8) Mr. A Cassells, I. C. S , (9) The 
Hon'ble Mr. F. H. Stewart, C. I. E., (10) Mr. Justice A. Chowdhuri , (ii) Lt. Col. W. J. 
Buch.anan, P. I. K., (i2' The Hon’ble Rai Preo Nath Mookerjee Bahadur, (13) The Hon’ble 

Mr. C. H. Kestcveii, (14) The Hon’ble .Maharaja Sir Manindra Chandra Nandi, K. C. S. I. of 
Kasimbazar, (15) The Hon’ble Mr. Surendra Nath Roy; (16) The Hon’ble Mr. W. W. Horncll; 
(17) Messrs R. H. .Mehta, C. I E., (18) (t. B. McNair; (19) F. C. Scallan ; (20) J. A. L. Swan ; 
(21) E. W. S. Russell; (22) H. G. Graves; (23) W. C. Beaumont; (24) M. A. Stark; (25) Khan 
Bahadur Dewan Fazl Rubbcc ; (26) Mr. C. F. Hooper; (27) A. G. Maepherson ; (28) the Rev. 

C. y. Grimes; (29I Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Bahadur; (30) Mr. Ak.shaya Kumar Maitra ; B. E. 
(31) Mr. ]. H. Little, B. A. ; (32) Pn^fessur E. F. Oaten, M. A. ; (33) The Rev. H. F. F. Williams. 

Tlie motion wa.s duly second^Ml and carried. 

Sir R. N. Mookerjet^ K.C.I.E., moved election of the following Members 
to form the Exec utive Committet? of the Society for 1916 with power to add 
to their numbeu*: — 

(i) Lt. Col. W. J. Buchanan, C. 1. E., (2) The Hon'ble Rai Preonath Mookerjee Bahadur; 
(3) Mr. R. D, M<*hta, C. I. E.; (4) The Ven : Archde.icon W. K. Firminger, M. A., B. D., 

(5) Mr. H. G. C5i.aves; (6) Mr. J A. L. Swan, I. C. S.; (7) Mr. C. F. Hooper; (8) The Hon'ble 
Mr. Justice A Chowdhuri; (g) Mr. E. W. S. Russell; (lO) The Rev. H. F. F. Williams; (ii) The 
Honry. Treasurer; (12) The Hony. Secretary. 

The motion was duly seconded and carried. ^ 



CALCUTTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


125 


* Mr. R. D. Mehta, C.I.E., moved the reappointment of Sir R. N. Mooker- 
jee, K. C. I. E., and Mr. S. C. Sanial to act respectively as Hony. Treasurer 
and Hony. Secretary of the Society for 1916. 

The motion was seconded by the Hon’ble Rai RadhaCharan Pal Bahadur 
and was carried. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Surendra Nath Roy moved the reappointment of the 
Yen : Archdeacon, W. K. Firminger, M. A., B. D., and Mr. S. C. Sanial to 
act respectively as Editor and Assistant Editor of Bengal Past Present 
for 1916. 

This was'seconded by Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Bahadur and was carried. 

The Yen. Archdeacon, W. K. Firmingcn*, M.A.B.D. proposed that l^r. 
David Spooner of the Archeological Survey Department of Bihar and Orissa 
Government V^e elected an Honorary Member of the Society. 

This was seconded by Mr. S. C. Sanial and was carried. 

With a vote of thanks to His Excellency for presiding, moved by Mr. R. 
D. Mehta, C.I.E-, the meeting separated. 


32 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 

For the year ending 31st December, 1^13. 

Office-bearers : — At the last general meeting held on th^ 9th March 
1915, the Venerable Archdeacon, W. K. Firmingcr, M. A., B. D., resigned the 
Presidentship of the Society, and His Excellency the Governor of Bengal 
was graciously pleased to succeed him. In August last the Hon^ble Mr. 
Justice Herbert Holmwood was obliged, owing to his ill health, to resign the 
Vice-Presidentship of tlic Society. Sir R. N. Mookerjee and Mr. S. C. 
Sanial continued to act respectively as Hony. Treasurer and Hony. Secretary 
of the Society. 

Membership ; — The Society deeply njgrets the loss sustained by the 
death of the following membtns : — 

(1) . Sir Robert Laidlaw. 

(2) . Mr. C. H. Mead. 

(3) . Mr. C, J. A. Pritchard. 

(4) . Mr. Irenec Lehuraux. 

(5) . The Rev. Mr. E. M. Wheeler. 

(6) . Babu Raj Chandra Chandra. 

It is with the deepest regret that the Council also records the death of Mr. 
James Campbell Mitchell, in the service of the King- Emperor in Mesopotamia. 
Mr. Mitchell for a long time was Secretary of the Society, and to him, in no 
small degree, the Society owed its continued existence and financial prosperity. 
The following members resigned : — 

1. Mr, J. W. Baker. 

2. ,, A. A. Brown. 

3. ,, Lionel Burrows. 

4. ,, D. A. Darvid, 

5. ,, John Davenport. 

6. „ W. Dillon. 

7. The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Fletcher. 

8. Mr. R. Godwin. 

9. ,, A. P. Muddiman. 

10. ,, P. M. Robertson. 

11. ,, J. N. Sammadder. 
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12. -Dr. M. L. Smith. 

13. Mr. W. T. Spink. 

14. ,, T. W. Spink. 

15. Mrs. Stewart. 

16. Mr. A. P. Stock well. 

17. Sir F. G. Dumayne. 

18. Mr. D. F. Mackenzie. 

19. Mr. A. Topping. 

20. Mr. T. H. D. Latouche. 

Under tlie oper.ation of Rule 13 twenty one members ct^ased to be 
members of the Society during the year. 

During the year llie following gentlemen joined the Society as new 
members : — 

1. Mr. O. F. Argles. 

2. ,, 'r. H. S. Biddulph, C. 1 . F. 

3. Sir Hugh Daly, K. C. S. I. 

4. The Rev. Mr. C. J. Grimes. 

5. Mr. A. Lehuraux. 

6. The Right Rev. Dr. George Lefroy. 

7. The Honlile Raja Rishi Kesh Law, C. 1 . K. 

8. Lt. Col. N. T. Parker. 

9. The Ilon’blc Mr. Surendra Nath Roy. 

10. Rai Lalit Mohan Singh Bahadur. 

A complete list of the members is appended with this report. 

Bengal Past and Present : 

Nos. 1 8, 19, 20 & 2 I of the Society’s journal were published during the 
year and No. 22 is in the press. The Venerable Arcluleacon, \V. K. Firminger 
and Mr. S. C. Sanial continued to act respectively as Fditor rniid Assistant 
Fditor of Bengal l\ist & Present ” The consolidated index of volumes 
one to eight has been publi.shed and is sold at Rs. 3 a copy. 

Excursions : 

No excursions have taken place during the year. 

Finance : 

A statement showing the actual receipts and disbursemt nts is appended 
with this report. It shows a credit balance of Rs. 372-2-4 at hand. Twenty 
six members have not yet paid their subscription for igis- 

Society's Library ; 

It is continued under the charge of the Hony. Secretary at his residence 
at 26 Shampuker Street. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS* 

-A, 

I. *Apcar, S. J. Jhalda, B. n. r. 

Angles Oscar F, Superintendent, Catering Department, Rengal- 
Nagpur Railway House, Garden Reach, Calcutta. 

3. Assam, Second Secretary to the Chief Commissioner, Shillong. 

4. Bacon, E. G. c/o. Messrs Griiidlay & Co., 54, Parliament Street, 
^ London, S.VV., England. 

5. *Baral, Gokul Chand, Hidaram Banerjee’s Lane, Calcutta. 

6. Bayley, Sir Charles, c/o India Office, London, England. 

7. Beaumont, W. C. c/o. The Statt^sman,” 6 Chowringhcc, Calcutta. 

8. Bengal Club, Chovvringhee, Calcutta. 

g. Bengal Gen^"ral Department, Bengal Secretariat, Calcutta. 

10. Bengal Legislative Council Library, Bengal Secretariat, Calcutta. 

11. Bengal Public Works DepartmciU, Bengal Secretariat, Calcutta 

12. Berthoud, E., 48 Chowringhee Road, Calcutta. 

13. Biddulph, T. H. S., C.i.F.., 18 Carlton Road, Ealing, England. 

14. Bihar and Orissa Government, Revenue Department, Ranchi. 

15. Bingley, Major-General Sir A. II., C.i.K., General Staff, Army Head 

Quarters, Simla. 

16. Bosu, S. C. Sir, Burdwan. 

17. Bradlcy-Birt, B., I.C.S., Cbinsura, Hughli. 

iS. Broom, Sir J. 'rhompson, c/o. Me.ssrs. h'inlay & Co., Colombo. 

19. Buchanan, Lt.-Col. W. J., C.I.k., Bengal Secretariat, Calcutta. 

20. Buckland, C, E., 61 Cornwall Gardens, London S.W. 

21. Burdwan, The Pfon’ble Maharajadhiraj of. Bijay Man/.il, 6 Alij^ur 
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210. Wyndham, W. Y., c/o. Messrs. Williamson, Magor Co., Mangoe 

Lane, Calcutta. 





FULL PROCEEDINGS OF THE DEBATE. 

A special meeting of the Calcutta Historical Society was held on the 
24th March 1916 at 9 P. M. in the hall of the Asiatic Society of Bengal to 
have a discussion on the Black Hole Question. The Venerable Archdeacon, 
W. K. F'irminger, M.A., B D. presided. Mr. J. H. Little, who started the 
controversy in the pages of Hettgal l^ast /^rese/rfj opened the debate : — 

Mr. J. H. Litilk; — 

1 SH A IJ. place before you all the contemporary evidence we have in favour of the 
* Black Hole story ; I shall show that this evidence i.s neither ^reat in c[uantity nor 
trustworthy in character ; then 1 shall give you three good reasons for rejecting the 
evidence which are quite independent of its unsatisfactory character. I have assumed 
that you have read my article in the Society's Journal and have omitted as much of 
that as I could. 

'rake any historian you pleiise who hiis written on the subject and you will find 
that he has derived his information, directly or indirectly, from Ilolwell’s Narrative or 
from Cooke’s Evidence before the Committee of the House of Commons or from both. 
These arc the two primary authorities for the story. I have dealt at length with 
Hohvt‘ir.s Narrative in Bengal Past Present and 1 need not go over tlie 
ground again, but there is one in connection with the Narrative which I have not 

Heated in an adequate manner and another which I have not mentioned at all. The 
former point is this. Holwell’s Narrative is e.ssentially different from the original stoiy 
he told. He has omitted, he has altered, he has added. The main outlines of the 
story concocted in Calcutta before the prisoners were dispersed will be found in a 
letter written by EVancis Sykes at Cossimbazar on the 8th July, 1756. Sykes gives the 
{)urport of a letter which Holwell, who had just passed Cossimbazar on his way to 
Murshidabad, wrote to the Englishmen who were there and he informs us that 
Ilolwcll made the following startling statement: — “all the night our poor gentlemen 
were in the Black Hole the Nabob’s people kept firing at them through the door.” 
Nor have we any reason to suppc^sc that Sykes reported Holwell incorrectly for the 
same story was current at F'ulta. Captain Grant wrote on the 13th July : — “Some of 
those who give us the account say that they fired upon them all night with small arms 
through the doors and window.s, but this is contradicted by others.” The E'ulta story, 
too, sprang up quite independently of Sykes’ letter for even assuming that his letter 
was sent direct to Fulta, and we do not know that it was sent there at all, it could not 
have reached E'ulta before the 13th, the day on which Captain Grant wrote his 
account. The Consultations at Fulta given in Long’s Unpublished Records of 
Government inform us that a letter of Warren Hastings* from Cossimbazar dated the 
3rd October was received at Fulta on the 8th. In July it would probably have taken 
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longer. Why was this part of the story discarded? The reason is to be found in a 
letter written at Chandernagore on the 3rd July which relates that the two first days 
after the capture of the fort “passed in licence and all the disorders of a place taken 
by assault, with the exception of massacre to which the Moors are not accustomed in 
regard to people disarmed.” This incident, then, was a fiital flaw in their story. 
People would say, perhaps they did say, “ the Muhammadans of Bengal do not do such 
things. I think we have evidence, too, of how this incident was explained away. 
M. Law in his account of the tragedy has these words “The most bitter insults were 
employed to excite the rage of the Moors and persuade the guard to fire on the 
prisoners. One of the latter, seeing a pistol in the belt of a companion, seized it and 
fired on the Moors who were passing the window. The pistol had only powder in it, 
but the guards were sci frightened that immediately several guns were thrust through 
the bars and fired several limes. This was exactly what the wretched prisoners 
wanted. Every shot was a coup-de-^race which they strove with each other to obtain 
for themselves.” No one else relates this incident. Unktss Law is retailing idle 
rumour this is how Holwell explained away his fornnn statement when he returned to 
Cossimbazar on the 19th July. In August ITolwcll amended his statement still 
further. He said the guards “ ceased not insulting us the whole night.” In his 
Narrative it was the prisoners who insulted the guards to provoke them to fire u[)on 
them and put an end to their misery. Holwell also made important additions to his 
original story. On the 3rd August he made lists of the victims and survivors of the 
tragedy and those two lists were, lie declared, deficient in nothing. They contain the 
names neither of Letch nor of Mrs. Carey. Vet in the Narrative we have a pretty 
story about I^ecch an<l the stalemetil that Mrs. Carey accompanied her husband into 
the prison. 

The second point to which I referred is this. Hardly had Holwell put his 
Narrative together than, in the most deliberate manner, he knuckeil it to pieces again. 
He wrote the Narrative on his voyage home in the early {jarl of 1757. In August he 
was in London and while there replied to a letter written by William Watts, chief of 
the factory at C'ossimbaziir. The letter of Watts was, in turn, a reply to a letter of 
Holwell’s. Watts complained of llolweirs “laboured endeavours tliremgh five sheets of 
paper” to set his conduct in the worst possible light anil pointed out that Holwell, 
w'hen he surrendered Fort William, had five times the number of men that he had had 
at Cossimbazar. To this Holwell replied : — “Had not Mr. Watts been guided more by 
malice than truth in this and his subsequent interrogatories, he would, from the letter 
he is answering, have found the number left in the Factory did not exceed 170 ; that 
of these we had 25 killed and 70 wounded by noon, the 20th, and that every man who 
survived was exhausted of strength and vigour.” The number of prisoners in the 
Black Hole w^as 146 ; but 25 from 170 leaves 145 and when we make further deduc- 
tions for the deserters and those who escaped when the fort was taken* Holwell’s 

• “I did not advise that the guard there and a great part of the garrison, military and 
militia rushed out the moment the gate was opened and endeavoured to escape ; many were killed, 
some escaped and others received quarter.” Hoi weirs Letter ol 3rd August, 1756. 
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Narrative is clearly absurd. But it may be asked ; Were there any non-comba^nts 
in the fort ? I have not been able to find a trace of any except women and children 
and these were allowed in the fort because their men folk refused to fight unless they 
were admitted. Is Hoi well, regardless of consequences, trying to score a victory over 
Watts ? He is careful to point out that he made this particular statement in the letter 
to which Watts was replying. Did Hoi well include all the defenders of the fort ? In 
the previous letter he had declared that the number included “officers, volunteers, 
soldiers and militia” ; that is, every class of men in the fort. Then Holwell is 
deliberately overthrowing his Narrative. 

Cooke's Evidence was given in 1772 when Holwell's story had established 
itself. He states that nearly 150 souls w'ere thrust into the dungeon among whom 
were one woman and twelve of the wounded officers. Picture the scene of 150 people 
being crammed into a room which would hardly hold them and then compare the 
picture of your imagination with the reality as described by Cooke. He says ; — “ The 
circumstances of the black Hole affair, with all the horrors of that night, are so well 
known, and so much surpass any description that words can paint it in that 1 shall 
say no more upon that subject than that a little before eight we were all of us directed 
to withdraw and remain in a place contiguous to the Black Hole (where our soldiers 
were usually confined in the stocks). While we were wondering what this should 
mean and laughing at the oddity of it, a party of fellows can^e and ordered us to walk 
into the place before mentioned called the Black Hole, a room or rather dungeon, 
about 18 feet long and 14 wide, with only two holes, barricaded with iron bars, to 
let in air, which opened into a low piaz7.a, where a guard was set. Into this hole we 
were forcibly crammed about eight o'clock in the evening, and the door immediately 
locked upon us.” H(jw simple it all was. One might almost believe those men 
wished to be shut up. I think, however, there would be no reason to find fault with 
these words were it not for the figures which follow them. For what he is really 
describing is how a very few men quietly walked into the prison and were locked up 
for the Highland I shall endeavour to prove that this was the case with John Cooke 
as my chief witness. I must first put you in possession of certain facts. Who were 
the men shut up in the Black Hole prison? They were the defenders of the fort. 
I'hen who were these defenders ? There were the military who before the Nawab 
attacked Calcutta numbered 180. Of these 45 were Europeans. The rest, we are 
told, were black Portuguese. In one list they are called topazes and Hoi well's 
definition of a topaz is “a black Christian soldier ; usually termed subjects of Portugal.” 
There were 50 European volunteers. There were 60 European militia and 150 
militia consisting of Armenians and Portuguese. There were 35 European artillery 
men and 40 volunteers consisting of sea-officers and Portuguese helmsmen. The 
figures are those of Governor Drake who had the rolls in his possession. The 
Europeans consisted of British and Dutch and it is necessary for me to estimate the 
number of the Dutch. At first sight it seems strange to find any Dutch at all among 
the defenders of the fort for the Dutch authorities, before the Nawab attacked Calcutta, 
absolutely refused to help the English in any way and after the capture of Calcutta they 
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refused to supply them with food and other necessaries. The mystery is cleared up 
by ’Governor Drake who says they were deserters from l^utch ships* and the word 
matross is used in connection with them which, according to Mr. Hill, means a sailor 
and almost all the artillery men were sailors. The number of Dutch, then, could 
hardly have been very great. According to Drake's list the total number of Europeans 
was 230. You will find the names of 194 of them in the list I gave in the Society's 
Journal. The remaining 36 were Dutch. The prisoners in the Black Hole, then, 
necessarily consisted of British, Dutch, Armenians and Portuguese. Phis is confirmed 
by the various accounts of the tragedy we have. One account says 200 Europeans, 
Portugese and Armenians were shut up. Holwell heads his list of victims thus : — **A 
list of those smother'd in the Black Hole, the 20th June, 1756, exclusive of the English, 
Dutch, and Portuguese soldiers, whose names J am unacquainted with." Now 1 can 
return to Cooke and his evidence. Before the Nawab left the fort on the evening of the 
20th and two hours before the prisoners were put in the Black Hole Cooke asserts tliat 
“the Armenians and Portuguese were at liberty, and suffered to go to their own 
houses." Mr. Hill endorses this and states in his Introduction, “the Portuguese and 
Armenians were allowed to go free and disappeared.” If they disappeared, if lliey 
w’ent to their own houses, tliey were not put into the Black Hole. With regard to the 
Dutch Cooke relates that a “Dutchman of the Artillery Company broke open the 
back door of the Factory, and with many others attempted to make their escape that 
w’ay." Perhaps we ought not to assume that the “many others" were all Duten but no 
doubt a part of them were. Holwell asserts that these men broke open the gate with 
the aid of friends who had deserted the night before and Mr. Hill, following (;lhor 
authorities, relates that on that night, “a corporal and fifty-six soldiers, chiefly Dutch, 
deserted to the enemy." 1 think the number is exaggerated but this, at least, seems 
clear that a party of Dutch deserted on the 19th and another party br(^ke out of the 
fort on the 20th. There were only 36 to begin with so that even assuming that none 
left the fort with the Governor and that none were killed in the fighting, the number 
of Dutch who remained to go inJ:o the Black Hole was negligible. Only the British 
are left. On the 19th, says Cooke, a prodigious number of the garrison was killed and 
wounded and we may assume that a fair proportion were British. On the 20th all the 
attacks of the besiegers were beaten off with great loss to them, but as far as we can 
learn from Cooke with no loss to the defenders. If, liowever, you will accept 
provisionally my statement that most of the British w^ere killed in the fighting, then 
you will be able to discern at once that very small band of men who walked quietly 
into the Black Hole prison in the manner so truthfully described by Mr. Secretary 
Cooke. 

In addition to those of Holwell and Cooke we have the accounts of two other 
so-called survivors. One of these was Captain Mills who states that 144 men, women 
and children were shut up in the prison. The addition of women and children may 
have been careless exaggeration on the part of Mills, but I suggest that he made the 

• “ We could have but few Europeans and those deserters from the Dutch ships, the 

remainder country-born Portugueze wedded to a place of tranquillity.” Drake’s Narrative. 
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statement deliberately knowing full well that it was impossible to find such a number 
of men and that those were the only possible conditions under which the tragedy 
could have occurred. 

We do not know who the fourth survivor was, but the letter he wrote came home 
in one of the India ships and appeared in the London Chronicle in June 1757. From 
a list appended to this letter we find that nine men who were supposed to have 
died in the Black Hole were killed in the fighting and we also learn that Captain 

Mills was not in the Black Hole at all. This, then, is what we find about the 

evidence of the four chief witnesses : — two of them overthrow their own stories. The 
remaining two contradict the two former and also contradict each other. 

Now I will deal with the secondary authorities for the story. First in order come 
the men who took part in the defence of Calcutta or who were in Bengal at the time. 

Their accounts which are all very short were, with one exception, written in the 

month of July. Captain Grant referred to the tragedy on the 13th, Watts and Collet 
on the 14th, Governor Drake on the 19th and William Lindsay’s letter is merely dated 
July, 'rhen in November W^illiam Tooke wrote a narrative of the loss of Calcutta and 
mentioned the tragedy in it. All these accounts agree in one respect. They contain 
the true story side by side with the false and we must choose which of the two we will 
accept. By September, 1756, Governor Drake, Watts and Cx'llet had made their 
choice and it was the Black Hole story they rejected. 

In December the Madras expedition, with Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive 
in command, arrived in Bengal. I shall now ask you to consider what these Uvo men 
had to say on the subject and I will take Admiral Watson first. On the r7th Decem- 
ber, 1756, he wrote to the Nawab as follows -.—“The King my master (whose name 
is revered amemg the monarchs of the world) sent me to these parts with a great fleet 
to protect the East India Cc^mpany’.s trade, rights and privileges. The advantages 
resulting to the Mogul’s dominions from the extensive commerce carried on by my 
master’s subjects are too apparent to need enumerating. How great was my surprise 
therefore to be infoimed that you had marched against the said Company’s factories 
w'ith a large army, and forcibly expelled their servants, seized and plundered their 
effects, amounting to a large sum of money, and killed ^teat numbers of the King 
my master^ s subjects ^ There is nothing here about the Black Hole. On the 3rd 
January 1757, Admiral Watson delared war on the Nawab in the following terms : — 
“ Whereas the President and Council for the affairs of the United Company of 
Merchants trading to the East Indies in Bengali have represented to me, that in 
consequence of the many hostilities and acts of violence committed against the 
servants of the said Company, His Majesty’s subjects, by the Subah of Bengal, Bahar 
and Orixa, and his officers to the great detriment of the Company, the ruin of many 
private people His Majesty’s good subjects residing under their protection, many of 
whom have also been deprived of their lives in the most barbarous and inhuman 
mannerf and so forth. “ Many of whom have also been deprived of their lives in 
the most barbarous and inhuman manner.” Do these words refer to the Black Hole 
tragedy? If so, it is strange that Admiral Watson was not more explicit. We should 
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not expect to find such reticence in a declaration of war. should not expect it 

from Admiral Watson at any time, for he was in the habit of using terribly plain 
language. I will give you two examples of this. On the 27th January he wrote to 
the Nawab : — “ Your letter of the 23rd day of this month I have this day received. 
It has given me the greatest pleasure, as it informs me you had written to me before, 
a circumstance I am glad to be assured of under your hand, as the not answering 
my letter would have been such an affront as I could not have put up with without 
incurring the displeasure of the King my master.” Again on the 4th March he wrote 
to the ^lawab in this strain : — ‘‘ It is now time to speak plaii^, if you are really desirous 
of preserving your country in peace and your subjects from misery and ruin, in ten 
days from the date of this, fulfil your part of the treaty in every Article, that I may 
not have the least cause of complaint ; otherwise, remember, you must answer for the 
consc(iuences : and as I have alway.s acted the open, unreserved part in all my dealings 
with you, I now acquaint you that the remainder of the troops which should have 
been here long since.. -will Vje at Calcutta in a few days ; that in a few days more 
I shall dispatch a vessel for more ships and more troops : aiul that 1 will kindle such 
a flame in your country, as all the >vater in the Canges shall ncH be able to exliti 
guish. Karewel : remember that he promises you this, who never yet broke his word 
with you or with any man whatsoever.’* 

It is the fashion to say that the Nawab was innocent in the matter of the Black 
Hole murders, 'fhose w'ho say this are merely repeating the statements of llolwell 
and Cooke, and this is but another instance of how they made truth serve the ends of 
fiilsehood. Those who use tlie argument have still to explain liow the officers of 
the Nawab dared to disregard his known wishes with regard to the prisoners. "The 
officers of the jirescnt Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad would not dare to act in such 
a manner. But assuming that the Nawab had no direct responsibility for the crime 
c<mld Admiral Watson have written to him in the following manner if he had not 
disavowed it and punished the guilty ? “I call upon the Almighty,” w'lote the 
Admiral, “whom w^c both worship, to bt^ar w’ilness against me .and punish me, if 1 evt r 
fail in obseiving to the utmost of my power every part of the treaty, concluded between 
yourself and the English nation, .so long as you shall faithfully observe your part, 
wdiich I make no doul:)t will be as long as you have life. IV/iat raft I add more but 
fny 7vishes, that your life may be loug a fid crownul 7 vith all fna finer of pf os ferity Y' 

As a matter of fact I claim Admiral Watson as a witness on my side. He is not 
referring to the Black Hole tragedy at all but to the men who were killed at the time 
of the capture of the fort. He knew' tliose men had been killed after the fort had 
been formally surrendered by its governor and put the w’orst construction on this. 
I have no doubt he learned sub.sequently that the slaughter had been a tenilDle 
mistake and had been stopped by the Nawab himself. If you are inclined to doubt 
this I will remove your doubt by showing that Mr. Pigot, Governor of Madr.as, used 
almost the same w’ords as Admiral Watson— they are precisely similar in meaning — 
and plainly said he was referring to something that happened before the Nawab 
entered th<j fort. On the 14th October, 1756* wrote to the Nawab : — “ I received 

36 
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the letter you was pleased to write me on the 30th June advising me that it was not ' 
your intention to remove the mercantile business of the English Company out of the 
siibah of Hengal, and at the same time I received information that all the Company’s 
factories in the said province with their effects, amounting to several kcrows had 
been seized by your people, also the effects of all the merchants who resided in the 
said settlements amounting to a great many lacks more, and I was further informed 
that the greatest part of the merchants 7 vere killed by your people in a cruel and 
barbarous manner beyond zvliat can be described in zvritingl^ After relating how the 
English had enriched the province, how the Emperor had granted them certain pri- 
vileges and how they had been treated by the Nawabs of Bengal he goes on ‘‘ all 
that the Subalis, your predecessors, have done is nothing in comparison to what 
you have lately done. I should have been willing to have believed that the violence 
and cruellies exercised by your army against the English was without your knowledge 
but I find you commanded your army in person and after killing and murdering our 
people took possession of the Fort. 'The great commander of the King of England’s 
ships has not slept in peace since this news and is come down with many ships, and 
I have sent a great Sardar, who will govern after me, by name (Colonel Clive, with 
troops and land forca^s. Full satisfaction and restitution must be made for the losses 
we have sustained. You are wise : consider whether it is better to engage in a 
war that will never end or to do what is just and right in the sight of God : a great 
name is obtained by justice as well as by valour.” Were all the English in India 
of the tribe of Chadband ? 

I [)ass now to Clive and will first give you extracts from the family papers of the 
Earl of Powis. I had no difficulty whatever in obtaining these. The papers have 
been examined twice — first by Sir John Malcolm whose life of Clive was published 
in 1836 and recently they were examined again by Mr. Hill. The extracts I shall 
give were taken from Malcolm’s Life of Clive and Mr. Hill certifies they have been 
copied from the pajiers at Walcot. Before Clive left Madras he wrote to the Direc- 
tors thus : — “ PYoin many hands you will hear of tho capture of Calcutta by the 
Moors, and the chain of misfortune and losses which have happened to the Company 
in particular, and to the nation in general : every breast here seems filled with grief, 
horror, and resentment : indeed, it is too sad a tale to unfold, and I must beg leave 
to refer you to the general letters, consultations, and committees which will give you 
a full account of this catastrophe.” Apart from any Black Hole affair is this more 
than Clive should have said of the loss of the Company’s most flourishing settlement 
in India attended with the deaths of a great number of men and the infliction of 
great suffering and privation on the survivors ? Writing to Mr. Mabbot he 
observes : — “ Providence, who is the disposer of all events, has thought proper to 
inflict the greatest calamity that ever happened to the Engli.sh nation in these parts ; 
I mean the loss of Calcutta, attended with the greatest mortifications to the Company, 
and the most barbarous and cruel circumstances to the poor inhabitants.” In a 
letter to Mr. Roger Drake a gentleman then high in the Court of Directors, Clive 
writes, “ A few weeks ago I was happily seated at St. Davids’s, pleased ,>with the 
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thoughts of obtaining your confidence and esteem, by my application to the civil branch 
of the Company's affiiirs, and of improving and increasing tlie investment ; but the 
fatal blow given to the Company’s estate at Bengal has sin>erseded all other con- 
siderations, and I am now at this presidenciy upon the point of embarking on Buard 
His Majesty’s squadron, with a very considerable body of troops, to attempt the 
recovery tjf Calcutta and to gain satisfaction from the Nawab for the losses which the 
Company have sustained in those parts.” In a lettt;r to his father he wrote : — “ It is 
not possible to descrilie the distresses of the inhabitants of this once opulent and 
populous town. It must be many years before it is restored to its former grandeur. 
It is computed the private losses amount to u[)wards of two millions sterling.” In an 
earlier letter also Clive did not think it wortli while to mention the Black Hole story 
to his father. Mr. Hill gives us another letter written by (Mive to liis father in which 
after describing his attack on tlie NawalVs army early in February, 1757, be writes 
“ 'I'his blow has obliged the Xawab to dtM:amp and tt) conclude a [)cat'e very honour- 
able and advantageous to tlie Company’s affairs.” day bt.forc Clive had written 

to the Secret CAommittee, Fondoii : — “I have little to observe c.>n the terms (obtained 
from the Nabob except that they are both honourable and advantageous for the 
Company.” A British historian declares that no sufficient apology can be found for 
that treaty. “Peace was desirable,” he adds, “but even pt^ac c is bought too dearly 
when the .sacrifice of national honour is the price.” 'The explanation is very simple. 
The historian was thinking of tlie Black Hole affair, Clive was not. 

I will now give a different scries of utterances by Clive which are not to be found 
in the family papers, but among the Orme Mss. Writing to the Nawab in December, 
175O he refers to “great numbers of the ("omjiany’s servants and other inhabitants 
inhumanly killed.” However, if the Nawab would make projier satisfaction for the 
losses sustained by the Company he would make ('live his sincere friend and gel 
eternal honour for himself. Cln the 21st January, 1757, Clive wrote to Jagai .Seth 
and clearly referred to the Black Hole iru:ident : —“It would be unfolding a tale ten) 
horrible to repeat if I was to relate to you the lion id cruellies and barbarities inflicted 
upon an unfovtunatt: peo[)lc to whom the Nabob in a great part owes the riches 
and grandeur of his province. No less than 1 20 people, t/ie greatest part of 
them gentlemen 0/ Jatnily and dtstinetio/t being put to an ignominious death in (jne 
night and in such a manner as was quite inconsistent with the charaettr ol a man of 
courage or humanity, S7ich as I have ahvays heard the Kabob represe?ited to be^ and 
for this reason 1 believe it must have been done without his knowledge.” After the 
battle of Plassey and when Siraj-ud-daula was <iead Give wrote a different version to 
the Emperor Alamgir Sani. 'I'hen he said. “'I'he English, who as merchants were 
destitute of all implements of war, were easily defeated and Surajah Dowlat took and 
plundered Calcutta the 20th June t 756 and all the great men and other Knglishmen 
that fell into his hands were by his orders suffocated in one night.” Comment is 
needless It must be remembered, however, that the standard of honour in the i8th 
century was not very high where politics were concerned. Twenty years had hardly 
passed since 

* Walpole talked of *a man and his price’ ; 

Nobody’s virtue was over-nice. 
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Clive would have scorned to do for his own private benefit what he thought he was . 
justified in doing for the good of the Company. 

I have next to deal with the French and Dutch accounts of the capture of 

Calcutta. I will take the Dutch accounts first. The extracts I shall give were 
obtained by Mr. Hill from the archives at the Hague. On the 5th July the Dutch 

Council at Hugli wrote to the Supreme Council at Batavia thus : — “The whole world 

thought and expected that the Nawab would have knocked his head against such a 
strong place, but time has shown that the English defended themselves for three days 
only. A part of them fled in their ships down the river, and the rest, who did not 
perish by the swordy have fallen into the Nawab’s hands, and are bound in irons."' 
We knrm that only four men were bound in irons. Therefore, according to this 

account the rest perished by the sword. It may be that this account is absolutely 
accuiate. In any case the error is a very trifling one. 'i'here were probably one or 
two prisoners who were not put in irons. The next account is that of the chief of the 
Dutch factory at Ckissim bazar and is dated the ylh July, 1756. It runs thus : — “The 
Nawab in accordance with our letter of the lolh ultimo having left for Calcutta and 
arrived there on the evening of the 1 5th, has met with the same success as here ; for 
after a five da>s* investment he took the .same, but, according to the testimony of 
everyone not by his tactful management or bravery, but rather owing to the 
ill-behaviour of the Governor Drake, who taking a good 200 picked soldiers with him 
left the fort, on pretext <^f attacking the enemy, but far from doing so. he embarked 
with those men, accompanied by the Commandants Messrs. Manningham and Frank- 
land, after putting consideralde treasure and all the women on board a few days before 
atid dropped down the river hatn?i^ to the fury of the A^awab a uumber of brave me/ty 
among zvhonij 7t •hen the fort zvas takcfiy a great carriage zvas zvroughty but soon after put 
a stop to by the Primed On the 24th November the Dutch Council at Hugli sent a 
reasonable account of the Black Hole tragedy to the Supreme Council at Batavia. “ The 
rest who were taken prisoners at Calcutta,’" they wrote, “have had, in the first fury, a 
dreadful time of it, about j6o prisoners being sent into the so-called Black Hole or 
Donkergat (Dark or Black Hole) in which there was not room for 40 prisoners, and 
there shut up. Thus they were trampled underfoot or suffocated, all but 15 or 16 who 
were brought out half dead next morning and being fettered were led b the Nawab in 
his suite in triumph to Muxadavad. In the following January the same Council, writing 
to the Assembly of Seventeen in Holland merely state that the Nawab treated the British 
who had fallen into his hands with great cruelty. How was it the Dutch Council at 
Hughli gave one account in July and a contradictory account in November? I think 
there is a simple explanation of this. Holwell was at Hugli in Augu.st. It was 
there that he compiled his first list of victims. He probably stayed with the Governor 
and must certainly have talked about the tragedy to him and the members of his 
Council. The result was that the Dutch changed their story. The numbers given 
in the Dutch account are not correct, but they approximate very closely to the figures 
which Holwell gave in his first account and subsequently corrected. 

The French accounts of the capture of Calcutta are greater in number than the 
Dutch and more varied in character. Mr. Hill gives nine of the year 1756' and one 
dated 1757. Five of these, including one written by the Governor of Chandernagore, 
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do not mention the tragedy. Another refers to the many jocular stories that were 
made up about the business. The first account that mentions the Black Hole 
incident was written on the 3rd July, The writer seems to have been under the 
impression that the affair lasted two days and gives some grotesque details on the 
authority of “an Englishman who survived this Hell.” 1 have shown elsewhere that 
this Englishman was, in all probability, Captain Mills who had arrived at Chander- 
nagore a day or two before the letter was written. No further reference was made to 
the tragedy until October 8lh. On that date a letter from Chandernagore contained 
the following extraordinary account : — “ 'Fhey put in prison more than j2o persons, 
men and women, and forgot them there for seven days at the taid of w'hieh time 
w'hen it was opened, only 14 Ctamc out alive, the rest were dead.” 'Fhe {)risoncrs, 
then, died of starvation. On the 16th December, 1756, the French (Council at 
Chandernagore wrote an apparently reasonable account of the incident. They say 
that “the prisoners to the number of 200 having been h\irriedly shut up in a warehouse 
were almost all suffocated in one night.” But wert^ the Council thinking of the 
tragedy described by Holwell or were they thinking of a fire? Mr. Hill found in tlie 
British Museum a French manuscript entitled. “ Revolutions in Bengal”. It seems 
to have been written two years after the capture of (.'alcutta by a Frenchman of 
Chandernagore atul contains the following account of the Black Hole affair : - Night 
was approaching and the Moors wishing to make sure of their prisoners, shut them 
iq) hurriedly in a warehouse which caught fire. 'Fhere were nearly 150 sufh^cated.” 
M. Law also has something similar to this. He says : — “ 'The Moors looked with 
pleasure on the scene of horror which was passing in the dungeon, for them it vva.s a 
tainasha, 'Fo increase their pleasure the idea suggested itself to them of placing 
below", outside the w indow", a heap of damp straw to which they set fire, <;uter 

air drove the smoke into the dungeon but the hopes of the Moors were deceived, 
they could sec nothing more.” If the French Council were thinking of a fire then 
the first reasonable French account of the tragedy is dated the yih March, 1757, and 
came from the Isle of FVance (Mauritius I think). I'his relates that the defenders of 
the fort w"cre made prisoners and thrown into a dungeon so small that the next 
morning 124 were suffocated. 

I have placed before you all the contemporary evidence in favour of the Black 
Hole story. I will now give you three good reasons for rejecting that evidence. 

( i) The story of the tragedy was, for many years, unknown to the people of 
of Bengal, In 17S9, 33 years after the event w"as supposed to have occurred, the 
translator of the Seir Alutaqherin^ not seeking to prove or disprove anything, but 
engaged in the task of annotating the historian he w"as translating, gave this evidence : 
“This much is certain, that this event. ..is not known in Bengal ; and even in (Calcutta, 
it is ignored by every man out of the four hundred thousand that inhabit that city: at 
least it is difficult to meet a single native that knows any thing of it ; so careless and so 
incurious are those people.” This silence of a whole people has hitherto been 
dismissed in summary fashion. The people were indifferent to the tragedy says one. 
Their mouthpieces, the historians, says another, were partial and suppressed the story. 

37 
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How can I meet these indictments of a whole nation ? Will it be sufficient if I prove 
that when a real tragedy occurred the people were not silent and their historians 
recorded the event in their pages? Seven years after the capture of Calcutta another 
band of men of British birth became the prisoners of a Nawab of Bengal and he, 
maddened with defeat after defeat, wreaked his vengeance upon the helpless captives. 
Let the Muhammadan historian tell the story. “ A few days after that, on hearing that 
the English had possessed themselves of the fortress of Monghyr by treason, his temper, 
soured by misfortunes and perfidies, broke all bounds : Incensed beyond measure at 
so unexpected a reverse, and mistrusting the future still more than the past, he gave 
orders to Sumro, the European,* to put to death all the prisoners of that nation ; and 
that man, of a flint-like heart, without any regard to the ties which hound him to those 
unfortunates, who were <^f the same Christian religion with him, accepted the 
commission without horror, and without reluctance. That stony man repaired to the 
house, then called Hadji-ahmed’s, where those ill-fated people were confined,... and 
without the K;:ist hesitation, or the least remorse, he ordered all those unarmed men to 
be killed with musket balls. It is reported, that in such a moment of distress and 
perturbation, those unfortunate men, without losing courage marched up to their 
murderers, and, witli eini)ly bottles, and stones, and brickbats, fought them to the 
last man, until they were all killed.” We seem to recognise our countrymen in that 
story but do we recognise them in the howling, frenzied mob fighting with each other 
for water or for a place at the window and ruthlessly trampling down the weak ? Tlie 
translator adds a note which has a direct hearing on our subject. ‘‘I'hc next year 
after that catastrophe,” he writes, “and it was in 1765, I remember to have seen, both 
at Benares, and at Moorshoodabad, three or four commanders, who had refused the 
commission with indignation. One of them, an elderly stout man with a large pair of 
whiskers, speaking to a company where I was, expressed himself in these words : I 
did not refuse to do it : no : 1 only desired the Nawab to give them swords and 
bucklers and that I would fight them then : but, as to killing prisoners disarmed that 
I will never do. Send your scavengers for that business.” 'Fhis was the class of men 
whom Holwell, exonerating the Nawab, charged with the Black Hole murders. He 
declared that they revenged themselves in that manner for the number of their body 
who had been killed in the siege. A real tragedy, then, was talked about by the 
people of Bengal, and the story is recorded in the pages of their historians. 'Fhey 
were silent about the Black Hole affair because they were ignorant of it and they were 
ignorant of it because there had been no tragedy. In the pages of their historians you 
will find the true story of the capture of Fort William. 

(2) My second reason for rejecting the story is that the Bengal Council by their 
conduct ignored it and by their words contradicted it. The Council unanimously 
agreed that before the capture of the fort the enemy destroyed a great many of their 
officers and private men. When the Council speak of their private men I do not 
think they arc referring to the Dutch or the Armenians or to the topazes but to their 


• The translator of the Seir Mutaqherin states that Sumro was a German. 
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.own covenanted servants and “ young men in the Settlement ” who, Drake said, 
“ entered as volunteers in the military doing duty in every respect as common 
soldiers/’ In their next letter the Ctnincil remove all doubt on this point. 7'hey 
said that most of their covenanted servants that died in the year T756 “ were killed 
at the taking of Fort William.” According to the Black Hole story 12 officers and 
23 of the covenanted servants of the Company died in the Black Hole. Further, in 
their letter of the 17th September, 1756, the Council unanimously agreed that the 
fort surrendered upon promise of civil treatment of the prisoners. How could they 
have left the matter there if the promise had been broken ? In all their acts, too, 
they ignored the tragedy. In July they wrote to the principal ministers of the Nawab 
begging them to intercede for them. In Augu.st Major Kilpatrick was anxious that 
the Nawab should look ut)on him as a friend. It has been said that the necessities 
of their situation forced them to conceal their true feelings. 'I'herc is no exeuse for 
the statement. It has been said that they dissociated the Nawab from the crime. 
We have not their authority for this. But those who use these arguments must admit 
that when they came to an open rupture with the Nawab they had no necessity for 
concealment. When they declared war on the Nawab they would lu^t nicely discri- 
minate between his rcsi)onsibility and that of his officers. 'They would have stated 
that on the night of the 20th June the Nawab had done to death over a hundred men 
in the Black Hole prison. In reality their declaration of war was milder than that 
of Admiral Watson. “ Whereas the aforesaid Sirrajud Dowla,” runs the document, 
** not satisfied with this violent proceeding and, without assigning any reason or even 
proposing any demands to us the President and Counc il, did sometime in the said 
month cjf June 1756 march towards Calcutta and Presidency (.)f Fort W illiam with a 
large army and train of artillery, attacked the saicJ hictory, took the fort, si i/tjd and 
plundered the effects of the Company and of the private inhabitants to a cc^nsiderable 
amount, killed many of their serva?its both civil afid military and expelled the few 
who escaped ” and so forth, Surely common decency and the bonds of fellowsln'i) 
and nationality demanded that the Council, as a Cc:)uncil, shc^uld somewhere, at 
some time, have exfiressed their sorrow at the miserable deaths of the victims of the 
Black Hole tragedy, their detestation of the crime and their resentment against the 
perpetrators of it. They did none of these things. Contrast their conduct seven 
years afterwards when they were confronted with a real tragedy. W'hcn the news tif 
the Patna massacre reached them they met together and passed this resolutic:)n : — 
“ After reflecting with the most unfeigned sc^rrow and regret on this act of un- 
paralleled and barbarous cruelty, which we have now no room left to doubt has been 
perpetrated at Patna by tlie emissaries of Cossim Aly Khan on the lives of our 
countrymen who were prisoners in his hands ; although in the ordinary and usual 
calamities of war it becomes the business of the Heads of a Government to avoid 
shewing any marks of public concern which may be attended with the bad effects of 
depressing the spirits of a Colony, yet as the situiition of our affairs is such as to giv'e no 
occasion for apprehending any ill consequences to our public operations from a 
contrary conduct at this time, the present calamity being in itself of so sinj^dar 
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Md heavy a nature^ we think it highly proper to enter upon some public methods of 
manifesting to the world our concern on this occasion, as well because it is a necessary 
tribute to the memory of the unfortunate gentlemen who have thus fallen the victims 
of a horrid cruelty, as that it will serve to testify to the Natives of the country the 
sentiment we feel for the loss of our friends and imply our resolution of revenging 
their untimely fate. It is therefore agreed and ordered that a general deep mourning 
shall be observed in the settlement for the space of fourteen days to commence next 
Wednesday, the 2nd of November. 

'Fhat the morning of that day shall be set apart and observed as a public fast and 
humiliation, and that intimation be accordingly given to the chaplains to be prepared 
wdth a sermon and forms of prayer suitable to the occasion.” They then order minute 
guns to be fired and proceed : — 

“ After paying this necessary duty to the memory of our countrymen, we arc further 
agreed and determined to use all the means in our pover for taking an ample revenge 
on the persons who may have been concerned in this horrid execution, and with a view 
of deterring in future all ranks and degrees of peo[>le from ortlering or executing such 
acts of barbarity. 

Resolved theix-fore that a Manifesto of the action be published throughout all 
the country, with a proclamation promising an immediate reward of a Lack of Rupees 
to any person or persons who shall seize and deliver up to us Cassim Aly Khan, 
and that he or they further receive such other marks of favour and encouragement 
as may be in our power to show in return for this act of public justice. 

That an immediate reward of Rs. 40,000 shall be given to any person or persons 
who shall apprehend the Chief named Summereau and bring him a [>risoner to us.” 

Could the Council have called the massacre an act of unparalleled cruelty if a 
greater act of cruelty had been perpetrated seven years before ? Would not that 
greater act of cruelty have recurred to their minds again and again and could they 
possibly have refrained from referring to it when they framed the above resolution ? 
By this resolution alone the Black Hole story stands condenmed. 

(3) My third reason for rejecting the Black Hole story is the mass of evidence 
which proves that the men died fighting. Most of the English evidence, but not 
quite all, will be found in my article in the Society’s Journal. The Hutch evidence 
I have read to you to-night. The French do not say very much on the point but it 
must be remembered they were enemies at the time. In addition, after the fall of 
Calcutta, the Nawab had forced them to pay 350,000 rupees and they blamed the 
English for tliis. In their opinion the English were cowards unworthy of the name 
of Europeans. But even the French were not silent and their evidence is all the 
more valuable. They testify to the procession of wounded men that passed by their 
factory on the 19th June and in their first account of the capture of the fort, written 
the day after the occurrence, they state that those who made no resistance were spared 
which implies that some did make resistance and were not spared. Governor Renault 
states that the English lost 200 men at the siege of Calcutta and the natural inference 
is that the men were lost under circumstances usually attending a siege. Another 
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account says that when the Nawab’s troops broke into the fort they killed many of the 
Knglish and still another relates that they killed all who tried to resist. Lastly we 
have the evidence of Persian historians. Two of these speak of the suicide of the 
defenders of the fort, but there is a general agreement on two points (i) men lost their 
lives (2) only a few became prisoners. Test the Black Hole story by this evidence. 
Take the evidence most favourable to the story — that of Holwell. Holwell suppresses 
all reference to the men who were killed at the capture of the fort but he states, in 
four separate letters, that 25 men were killed and 70 woundctl by noon of the 20th 
and those were among his best men. In my article in the Society's Journal 1 have 
shown •that these men must have been one officer, perhaps one foreigner, and perhaps 
a carpenter, a court serjeant, a farrier, another foreigner and a fiddler.* The rest must 
have been Dutch, Armenians and Portuguese. Difficulties su('h as this are no new 
discovery of mine. They were noted and pointed out on the 12th July, 1756, by the 
Dacca Council who wrote thus to the Court of Directors : — “ The accounts we have 
vary much and are difficult to reconcile. All agree in this that many brave men died 
miserably whose lives might have been saved by the smallest degree of good conduct 
and resolution in their leaders." The accounts vary much and are difficult to 
reconcile ; in fact, they cannot he reconciled and we must choose between them. V\'e 
know the choice made by Richard Becher the chief of the Dacca factory. All agree 
in this that many brave men died. If you believe they peiished in the Black Hole 
you must reject all this evidence. You must say with Stewart and Orme — ‘ In this 
scene of confusion no resistance was made" or with Macaulay — ‘H he fort was taken 
after a feeble resistance." But if you accept this evidence the Black Hole story 
disappears at once and brave men come to their own again for their deeds will no 
longer be obscured by 

a lamentable tale of things 

Done long ago, and ill done. 

Professor E. F, Oaten : — 

Investigation of disputed problems in modern history is seldom free from bias 
of some sort. The events of the last two hundred years are still comparatively 
hear us ; passions stirred up by those events, or passions of which those events were 
the outcome, are sometimes not allayed for centuries ; and we are in regard to those 
events rarely free from the danger of consciously or unconsciously allowing our judg- 
ment to be swayed according as wc are Whig or Tory, Radical or (Conservative, 
Roywalist or Republican, or bear any other of the various labels by which modern men 
have in politics been distinguished from their fellows of opposing schools of thought. 

The history of British India is recent enough to provide numerous examples of 
this truism. Warren Hastings provides, of course, the classic example. In his case 
what should have been the clear river of history has been made muddy by tw'o i)ale 
fui influences, party feeling in England and race prejudice in India. For instance, 

• Two of the wounded (Talbot and Pickering) died the next clay. The remaining 98 must 
have died in the Black Hole according to Holwell. 

38 
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whereas under the influence of English party prejudices Hastings* character and 
actions were depicted in unfairly dark colours, there has been for some time a tendency 
which is exhibited, tc) take an example, in Forrest’s introduction to the Consultations 
of 1772-85, and which is not unnatural in Englishmen writing of a great Englishman 
to whitewash his actions overmuch. 

It is an unfortunate fact that in the question before us, there is a tendency, or 
rather an eagerness, to take sides on other than historical grounds. Now I entirely 
fail to understand this. Rather I would say, we all ought to be prejudiced — and in 
one direction. For the sake of our common humanity we ought to hope that the 
view which Mr. Little is championing will finally triumph. 

In approaching the mystery of the Black Hole I confess myself frankly preju- 
diced. I want to be able to disbelieve the story. I want to have a real excuse for 
relegating IIolwcll’s Narrative to a museum of literary curiosities, side by side with 
fourteenth century Sir John Mandeville, the father of English sensation writers, as 
Sir George Birdwood calls him, or nineteenth century Louis dc Rougemont. I want 
to disbelieve Hoi well’s Narrative for the same reason as that for which I would, if 
I could, wipe off from the page of history the massacres of the ancient democrats of 
Corcyra, or, to come down to our time, the sinking of the Lusitania or the murder of 
Edith Cavell. Nothing would give me greater pleasure than to see the names of 
Mr. Little, Mr. Akshay Kumar Maitra, and other gentlemen, who have ere this whis- 
pered their suspicions of HolwelTs Narrative, flame across the Historical Reviews of 
Europe and America as authors of the most remarkable and valuable discovery in the 
realm of Brilisli Indian historical research. For there are certain happenings of the 
past the mere memory of which brands and sears the sensitive places of our common 
human nature ; history, too, places, as Germany will yet discover, certain dreadful 
barriers between nations and races, which only time can remove. For this reason, 
I should regard any one who could prove that HolwelTs Narrative is a tissue of lies 
as one of the truest servants of our Indian land ; but for the same reason I would 
enter a caution against the subject being too frequently dragged to light, and made 
a topic of newspaper controversy in a land such as modern India, unless the cogency 
of the aggressive argument is indubitable, or new evidence can be adduced. It is 
emphatically not a matter for leading articles in newspapers, or for polemic letters 
from politicians and professors, however distinguished. 

Prejudiced though I arn in favour of ?.Tr. Little’s hypothesis, I am as yet quite 
unable to go all the way with him. Mr. Little and his supporters must not forget that 
they are in the position of assailants and not of defenders ; the current view of the 
Black Hole incident has been practically unchallenged, even from the very beginning, 
for a hundred and fifty years ; and the orthodox historians are not likely to yield the 
fort except in the face of overwhelming artillery. That Mr. Little, by his skilful selec- 
tion and marshalling of the evidence contained in Hill’s Records and other documents 
of the time, has seriously weakened the conviction with which most of us hold the 
received story, is, I take it, indubitable. Before however he can claim to have des- 
troyed the received story, and ask us, as he does, to execrate Messrs. Cooke, Holwell 
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and Co., he has to establish indubitably the main props of his argument, to face ah 
possible objections, and perhaps new evidence, which, if souglit for, may come to 
light, and get the subject at least considered and pronounced upon by trained minds 
in Europe and America. In other words, there renuiin.s a good deal of bombardment 
yet to be done. I am of opinion that Mr. Little, though he has been able to gall the 
garrison with a very disturbing rifle and machine-gun fire, has failed as yet to bring 
up those seventeen-inch howitzers which the capture of most torts to day seems to 
demand. The question is ; Is his theory the only possible explanation of the facts ? 
And can he explain every new difficulty to which his theories, if true, give rise ? I 
cannot* in a short paper deal exhaustively with Mr. Little’s views; I shall mention 
merely one or two points on which I disagree with his views, or on which I should 
like fuller conviction that he is right. 

One of the shots which Mr. Little may, perhaps, fairly consider to be heavy ammu- 
nition, is his attempt to show that Holwell was a scoundrel. Perhaps he was ; from 
the point of view of our 2 oLh century morality a good many ot the eighteenth cen- 
tury folk both in India and in ICngland were. Mr. Little has sut:cccdcd in pioving 
that Hohvcll was not above current morality of the time. It may be he has proved 
that he was below it. 1 do not, however, dwell on this [loint, because I consider it 
comparatively unimportant; the l:5lack Hole ipiestion is not st^U^ly a questi(.)n ol llol- 
well’s veracity ; it is, as I shall mention presently, the (lueslion of the veracity ol a 
considerable numiier of people, ilut 1 must enter a protest against any .allempt to 
discredit Holwell on the ground that he did not know Sanscrit in the middle of the 
eighteeth century. How was Holwell to know that a mixture of colloipiial IJengali 
and Hindustani was not the ancient language of Iiulia Cleverer men thaii Holwell 
have been deceived by wily pundits not averse to hjoling the inquisitive sahib and 
making a little money thereby. 

However, suppose we admit that Holwell was not the bright unsullied character 
of certain history books. We reach the position that Holwell, given sufticient 
motive, was ready to deceive and even fl)rge. What sufficient motive has Mr. Jattle 
provided to bind together Holwell and his lwent> -two or twenty-three companion- 
survivors in a conspiracy of siltmce, nay, more, in a conspiracy ol niisrepiesenlation ? 
First what did Holwell get out of it ? Which is the noble figure, Holwtdl inspiring 
the garrison to a resistance so desperate that only twenty-three prisoners were taken, 
or Holwell escaping death in the Black Hole by an admitted fight for the window 
with his gasping and often weaker fellow men, Holwell clinging to the bars while a 
woman lay gasping (presumably) in the interivDr ol the prison ? What possible motive 
could have bound together Messrs. Cooke and Lushington, Caiitains Mills and 
Dickson, Holwell, Court, and Burdet, and fourteen seamen and soldiers in backing 
up so fearful a story? It is otje of the weaknesses of Mr. Little’s attack that he omits 
to provide any adequate motive to explain why so many men should have joined in 
concocting and backing a story so singularly unheroic. For by the nature of things 
in the Black Hole the survivors were those who most successfully fought and trod 
their fellow creatures to death. Judged by our standards of to-day (though we should 



152 


BENGAL : PAST & PRESENT 


be on our guard against such judgment) to have survived the Black Hole was rather 
disgrace than glory. I have never been able to see Hoi well in the Black Hole as a 
hero ; one might as well consider as heroes those struggling wretches, victims of a 
wreck, who clasp their fellow victims in the water in one last sub-conscious attempt 
to seize something solid, till they sink together in the embrace of death. 

Suppose, however, Mr. Little provides us with a motive powerful enough to 
cause all the survivors of the attack upon the Calcutta Fort to spread the story 
of the Black Hole, though they never suffered it. This implies at least that Holwell 
and the leading survivors agreed to concoct a tale. If that is so, why did their 
accounts difier ? If the various accounts were various impressions of a reab event, 
it would be perfectly natural that they should differ ; but why could not the concoc- 
ters agree as to the kind of story which they should spread abroad ? Why did Holwell 
in his first official letter of July T7th put 170 people in the Black Hole, and only 
allow 16 to escape? Why did Mills put 144 in, and save twenty-four of them? 
Why did Secretary C-'oeke’s notes, from which he gave his evidence Ijefore the 
Parliamentai y Committee, in 1772, jait “near 150 souls” in, and rescue only 22 ? 
Why did Holwell tell Sykes at Cossiinbazar, on the 8th July, as he passed as a 
prisoner on liis way to Murshidabad, that 160 went into the Hole, and 1 10 came out 
dead. “And that all night the Nabob's people kept firing at them through the door.” 
(I would enter a “ caveat,” however, against much relianc'c of any kind upon this 
report by Sykes of Holwell’s statements, since Sykes says that “ the 20th and 21st 
they fought all day and night,” Holwell could not have written or said this.) 

Why did Holwell eventually reduce his numbers on August 3rd to 146 in the Hole, 
and 123 dead? Docs it not seem possible that the first accounts were the excited 
and inaccurate; impressions of men who had passed through a fearful experience, and 
that Holwell, as he became calmer and thought and talked about the matter, had 
somewhat to alter his numbers and statements? I cannot but feel that the differing 
accounts given of the tragedy are some testimony to its truth. Had the narratives 
agreed in unessential details, there would then have been strong ground for suspicion. 
There are, I know^, other suggested explanations, less favourable to the alleged 
victims ; but if they are true, the new diflicully is raised that the most gigantic and 
successful hoax in history was succes.sfully perpetrated by the most arrant set of 
clumsy bunglers imaginable. In any case, an exlmuslive and close hypothetical narration 
of the genesis and growth of the legend, which creates no new difficulties, is a 
desideratum. 

The most important part of Mr. Little's argument is his attempt to prove that 
the English in the Fort made such a desperate final resistance on the 20th June that 
there were not enough survivors left to make up Hoi well's Black Hole numbers. 

In proof of this final desperate resistance, he quotes : — 

1. Ghulam Husain Khan, a go.ssipy writer who certainly cannot be relied upon 
in any matter of doubt. He wrote 25 years later. 

2. Captain Grant, who deserted on the 19th June, and was not in the Fort 
during the last resistance. If he may be quoted as an authority for this, he may 
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a\so be quoted as an authority for the Black Plole, which (xjth July) he also 
describes. 

3. Mr. Grey, Junior. He was in the Fort on the last day, till it was taken, and 
then escaped by the river. He is the latest of the witnesst^s except Flolwell. Wc 
learn from him that, on the 20th, several men including one officer, Captain Smith, 
was killed, and several officers were wounded. He tells us nothing of a desperate 
final resistance : on the contrary, when the officers were out of sight, the men “ skulked 
and would not go up.” “ About four o'clock in the afternoon, the enemy called out 

to us ^ not to fire, in consequence of which the Governor shewed a flag of truce, and 

gave orders for us not to fire.” “ At the time the fort was taken, there was not above 
the number of twenty men upon the walls. The greatest part of the soldiers were 
drunk.” I find no evidence here of a desperate filial resistance, in which most of the 
officers and writers fell. Wc may notice in passing that Grey also acctq^ts the 
Black Hole story. 

4. Holwcll, who admits 25 killed, and 70 wminded, “ of the best men.” This 
leaves an insoluble difficulty if we regard “ best men ” as meaning officers and writers ; 
but surely it means what it says, men. We get over the [latent difficulty that no 
officers were killed besides Smith when we remember ( 'ooke’s evidence before Parlia 
ment, that twelve wounded officers went into the Black Hole. And if the Lo?ido?t 
Chronicle letter be adduced to prove that some of tht'. alleged victims like LMagg and 
Baillie perished fighting, the defender of the orthodox view will reply ; — 

{d) In a scene of such horror as the fall of the fort memory plays strange tricks. 

And how was the waiter, who was presumably doing his duty fighting, to 
know whether a writer or an officer whom he saw fill, was killed or 
only wounded ? 

{b) Who is to be believed, Holwell, and Cooke giving evidence befnro Parliament, 
or an anonymous newspaper correspondent ? And if you acce{>t that part 
of the evidence of the anonymous ncw.s[)aper correspondent, which 
suits you, can you reject that part which you don't like, namely his 
testimony that “ 170 of us were crammed into a hole,” and only 16 were 
alive next morning ? 

5. Drake, and William Lindsay, both of whom left the Fort on the iglh June. 

6. William Tooke, who fled with the Governor on the 19th. 

Thus, of Mr. Little's witnesses to the alleged last desperate defence, only three 
stayed till the taking of the fort. Of these, one declares that the soldiers were drunk, 
and that only twenty were on the walls at the last rush ; another is anonymous ; and 
the third is Holwell, Mr. Little being in the unfortunate position of having to make 
him his best witness. All these testify to the Black Hole story, and two say they 
were actually in the Black Hole. 

I am forced reluctantly to the conclusion that the attractive argumenfum cu! 
hominem, the picture so attractive to Englishmen, of Englishmen resisting to the death 
and dying gloriously on the bastions as English officers know how to die so gloriously, 
that there were not enough left to fill the Black Hole, needs more convincing testi 
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mony, if it is to be one of the main props of Mr. Little's theory. 1 am far from ^yir^ • 
it is false ; I have a leaning towards faith in it ; but it is so important a part of the 
foundations of his theory, that the fact must be placed beyond a doubt. 

There are numerous other points I should like to take up in Mr. Little's argument 
but I must restrict myself to one or two. 

Mr. Little's view is that a month or two after the Fort was captured it was 
generally recognised by the Council and most thinking men that Holwell was the 
biggest liar in existence \ but that for the credit of the Company, and because the tale 
of the Black Hole might have its uses, people, including the other members of the 
Council, tacitly agreed not to show him up, though they refrained from givmg the 
story confirmation by an official account to the Directors. The absence of an official 
account is curious : but surely the sending home of five separate accounts of the fall 
of the Fort partly explains it ; Holwell, being the only member of the Council of 
Fulta, who was in the Black Hole, would naturally be the only one to spend any time on 
the subject. 'Fhe members of the Council at Fulta were too busy attacking one 
another on far more important topics. W'hy should we assume that their inability 
to agree upon the Black Hole question was the reason why they were unable to send 
home a joint report ? The fact that the four of the members of Council who do not 
mention the story also sent home separate accounts, shows that the Councillors' points 
of difference involved quite other questions than the precise way in which Baillie and 
other Company's servants died. At the same time, I do not wish unduly to minimise 
the significance of the absence of an official account. And yet it is worth while asking 
whether the following extract from the letter of the Council, Fort William, to the 
Court of Directors, dated 31st January 1757, docs not constitute at least official 
of the story within seven months of the event : “Our chaplains having 

both demised, Mr, Gervas Bellamy in the Black Hole we have appointed the 

Reverend Mr. Cobbe our chaplain etc.” This casual reference, which certainly is 

official testimony to the story, was made in a letter signed by Drake, Kilpatrick, 

Becher, Pearkes, Frankland, and Macket, Holwell was not a signatory, so that 

the Council's recognition of the story was not due to him. 

In any case, Mr. Little is not, in my opinion, entitled so easily to dismiss the 
testimony of Clive and Pigott. His view is that at the time it was recognised by the 
leading Englishmen of the day that Holwell was a liar, and that Black Hole story 
was a myth. He is not entitled to disregard the following words, written by Clive to 
the Mogul Emperor : “ Surajah Dowlat took and plundered Calcutta the 20th June, 
and all the great men and other Englishmen that fell into his hands were 
by his orders suffocated in one night.” (30 July, 1757). Pigott too, on the 
J4th October, 1756, wrote to Suraja Dowlah, thus : “I was further informed that 
the greatest part of the merchants were killed by your people in a cruel and barbarous 
manner beyond what can be described in writing.” It is true, as Mr. Little says, 
that these letters were written to Indians for a political purpose, but one of them 
was the greatest of all Indians. I am not yet convinced that the great men of Bengal 
knew at the time that the Black Hole story was an invention of Holwell. If it 
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■b^en general knowledge in high places, I believe that Orme the historian, would have 
learnt enough of the truth to make him niitiinnise the story in his IJistory, or exclude 
it altogether. I do not believe, in short, that a secret, known on Mr. LittIc^s 
hypothesis to so many, could possibly have remained a secret for ever, especially in 
fierce years of party controversy that followed. 

We may admit, and gladly admit, that Holwell, through ignorance or forgetfulness 
of the concluding features of the strugghj, placed some people, like Blagg, in the 
Black Hole, who died honourably outside it. Reduction of the number to nine, of 
whom three died of their wounds, is an attractive theory, but surely as yet scarcely a 
matter for historical assertion. 

If Mr. I^ittlc is right, we are face to face with a stupid and enormous hoox. It is 
extremely difficult to believe that if Mr. Little's assertions are correct, no hint exists 
in the periodical literature of the last hundred years, except the “ Calcutta Review'* 
(reference to the “said catastrophe of the so-called Black Hole.” (1856). If Mr. 
Little can discover more such sceptical references in journals, say between 1757 and 
j8oo, in India or England, he would remove one of the greatest difficulties in the way 
of accepting his position. Otherwise, one cannot but be reminded of the Americanism : 
“You can fool some of the people all the time, and all of the ptiople some of the time ; 
but you can't fool all the people all the time." 

Thus it remains for. Mr. Little to — 

1. Suggest a motive adequate to causing twenty people or more to holster up a 

fearful tale of suffering, and three or four men of outward respectal)ilily 
to give written testimony to it. 

2. Prove that Mills and Cooke were active liars and scoundrels, and Lushington, 

Court, Burdel, and the rest of them were at least passive ones. It is 
scarcely enough to prove only that llolwell was dishonest. 

3. Prove incontrovertibly his theory of the fierceness of the final struggle, 

especially the numerous killings of officers and writers at the final rush. 

4. Search for evidence, which may possibly exist, to show that people were 

sceptical, in India or in England, say between 1760 and 1800. Surely, 
if the twenty-three survivor.s, and all the leciding men of Bengal knew 
the story was a fraud, some reference to the fact mii.st have crept into 
newspapers or reviews before 1856. 

I by no means assert that all these four tasks arc beyond Mr. Little’s powers. 
I merely throw out the suggestions as lines along wffiich further pressure may usefully 
be applied when he has leisure. Some of us who, dreading the unknown, h« sitate 
to abandon the old familiar landmarks, feci that, detest and hate the orthodox st<^ry 
as we may, we cannot throw aside history which has stood for a hundred and fifty years 
unchallenged, unless certain points of difficulty which remain are fully cleared up. 
In other words a good deal of work yet remains to be done. We all ought to hope 
that it will be successfully accomplished. 

The Hon'ble Mr. E. J. Monahan : — 

Obsi^rved that one or two of Professor Oaten’s observations seemed to him rather 
like begging the question. Professor Oaten spoke of the account of the Black Hole 
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being the orthodox view and accepted history. That was not a position which could, 
be safely taken up in a discussion of this kind. The burden of proof in this matter 
did not lie on one side more than on the other. Anyone who wished the story of the 
Black Hole to be believed must produce the evidence or refer to the evidence in 
favour of it. The speaker was not prepared to go into the evidence in detail. Not 
very long ago he went through the records which were published by Professor Hill 
and compared them with considerable care, and he supposed there was room for two 
opinions on the subject, but, personally he was entirely unable to understand how 
anyone could find in those records satisfactory evidence of the truth of the Black Hole 
story, or satisfactory evidence that the incident of the Black Hole as described by 
Hoi well or any incident similar in kind and dimensions ever took place. They had 
othcial documents in which they would expect to find the incident referred to if it had 
really happened, and to him it seemed almost incredible that there should have been 
no record of.it in those documents if it was areal occurrence. Then they had dis- 
crei)ancies and improbabilities in the different accounts, and the various explanations 
that had been put forward to account fi^r them, seemed to him entirely inadequate and 
unconvincing. 

At the same lime the man who tried to prove that the Black Hole incident did 
not occur was met by certain difficulties. Mr. Little had put forward a theory to 
account for Holwell’s motive in inventing the story to the cfTect that it was a story 
which accounted for the deaths of a number of people who really lo.st their lives in 
the defence of Calcutta. But then they had to ask themselves why ("live accepted 
the story. His theory was that as Holwell had a private motive, Clive had a [)olitical 
and patriotic motive for making public opinion hostile to the Nawal). Hence Clive’s 
acquiescence in Holwell’s story. He (the speaker) would say that while the 
“ orthodox” historians’ view' rested on extremely weak evidence, it had not been 
conclusively proved that the .story was false. 

Mr. Akshaya Kumar Maitra, b.l.:— 

Few had acce.ss to the vast literature which sh'^uld have been carefully 
scrutinised to come to an independent judgment on the genuineness of this unheard 
of story ; but few felt the necessity of taking so great a trouble ; because the tradition 
recorded by Robert Orme — a contemporary — was ready at hand. 

Thus, the story has been handed down to posterity as an undisputed episode of 
History, which can no longer be questioned without stirring up popular sentiment 
against critical inquisitiveness. 

This was noticed twenty years ago, when I ventured to publish my doubts. 

The tirne.s have now changed rapidly to make it possible for Mr. J. H. Little to 
utilise more abundant materials with conspicuous ability, and to announce with calm 
confidence in the Journal of the Calcutta Historical .Society, (Vol. XT, Part I, Serial 
No. 21) that the story of the Black Hole was a “gigantic hoa.x.” 

Vet, even now, a keen controversy regarding the propriety of thi.s verdict has 
been roused in more quarters than one ; and Mr. Little has come to be belittled with 
a taunt that he has managed “ to play off a clever and audacious practical j9ke.” 

This justifies the reopening of the question. 
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,I must confess, at the outset, that I find it more reasonable to adopt the critical 
methods of investigation recommended by the historians of the modern school in 
Europe,” than to follow the time-honoured practice of swallowing all extravagant 
stories without any sort of investigation. I cannot, therefore, look upon them as “a 
generation of iconoclasts,” as represented by The Pioneer, for the simple reason that 
a mere iconoclast exults only in his work of wanton destruction, while “the historians 
of the modern school in l£urope” have shown by example that if they are obliged to 
destroy any old fetish of faith, they destroy it only to replace fiction by truth. 

Their critical method, when it liglits upon an interesting statement, “ begins by 
suspteting it” (Lord Acton’s The Study of /fistory, p. 40); because the maxim that 
“ a man must be presumed to he innocent until his guilt is })roved” was not made 
for the historian. 'The main thing for him “is liot the art of acxutnulating material, 
but the suhlimer art of investigating it, — of discerning trutli fnen falsehood.” Thi, 
art, according to Harrisse {The Discovery oj Amerira, VL), consists “ in determining 
with documentary proofs and by minute inva:sligatio!is duly set forth -the literal, 
precise, and positive inferences to be drawn at the [uesent day fiom every authentic 
statement without regard to commonly received notions, to swee]>ii.g generalities, 01 
to possible consequences.’' J. S. Mill {Inau^e^ural Address, p. 34) rightly pointed out 
that “ there is no part of our knowledge, which is more useful to obtain at first 
hand, — to go to the fountain-head for, — than our knowledge of History.” d'he 
modern critical method goes a stoj) further, ami wants to te^t all first-hand inforina 
tions without regard to commonly-received oj)ijiions about them, because it look> 
upon “consistency in regard to opinions as the slow [)oison of inn'llectual life.” 
PA'ery authentic statement is not ncces.sarily true. 'I’his may l)e best illustrated by 
many authentic statements of Col. Clive, in one of which, in a letter to Alamgir Sani, 
King of Tlindostan, dated the 30th July, 1757 (Hill, H. 46:!,)he asserted that afti.r tlie 
battle of riassey, Sirajuddowla retreattd U) the city (;f Murshidabad, “nor stopl tin re, 
but continued his flight, and was killed by Ins servants who followed him to di-mand 
their pay.” I'liis statement, though authentic, suppressed the real truth ami sugge.'>tevl 
a deliberate falsehood. Instances need not be multiplied to shew that no story of 
this notorious period should be acceptedwithout a critical investigation. The sior> 
of the Black Hole cannot, therefore, be treated as an <‘xce|.)ti<)n. We should not 
only go to the fountain-head of this story, Imt we should also carefully iiive-.ligate it 
according to the well established rules of modern critical method, which is a method 
of Science. There can be no investigati<m in any other way to ensure accuracy in 
our knowledge of History. In this the modern method differs from the old ; —tlie 
critical from the uncritical the historical frcmi the romantic. 

My suspicions were roused by the significant fact that no Mahomedan Historian 
of the Eighteenth Century made any mention of the Black Hole story, or of any 
catastrophe, which could be reasonably identified with it. Mr. Little has ailsi» 
noticed this only to ask his readers “ to note thr. fact.” But it requires some 
elaboration to enable one to appreciate the full significance of this omission. 

One of these historians, and the most imi)ortant one, was Nawab Golam Hosain 
Khan, ^hc author of the celebrated Syer-uUMutakherin. He was a relation and 
40. 
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adherent of Sliowkatjung, who disputed the succession of Siraj-Uddowla, .After 
the overthrow and death of his patron, this historian lived in banishment at Benares, 
until he was restored to his jageer after the battle of Plassey. He completed his 
work in 1783, when the fall of Calcutta would not have still continued to be regarded 
as the only or the chief matter of interest, and the story of the Black Hole a mere 
subsidiary one, as has been ingenuously suggested by The Pioneer to account for 
the non-mention of the catastrophe in the public records of the day. 

Another historian, Golam Hosain Salim of Malda, the author of the Riaz us- 
Salateen^ completed his work in 1787-88, under the orders and patronage of his 
kind and benevolent master, George Udney, who was well-known for his piety and 
scrupulous regard for hi.storical accuracy. 

These two JMahomedan historians received just recognition from all celebrated 
English writers of the Modern History of India. Neither of them had any motive 
to conceal the truth ; yet neither had a word about the Black Hole. 

A renegade Frenchman, named Haji Mustapha, translated the Syer-id-Muta- 
kherin into English. He noticed this significant omission, and recorded his (»wn 
views about the incident in a note, which included the following observation : — 

I'his much is certain that this event, which cuts so capital a figure in Mr. 
Watts’ performance, is not known in Bengal ; and even in Calcutta it is ignored by 
every man out of the four hundred thousand that inhabit that city ; at least it is 
difficult to meet a .single native that knows anything of it ; so careless and incurious 
are those people.” 

Mr. Hill supposed this “to be a sarcastic hint that the translator himself did 
not believe this story.” Be that as it may, this observation reveals a fiict and an 
explanation ; — the fact relates to the want of knowledge of the people even of 
Calcutta; — the explanation relates to an estimate of their character. The explanation 
is, however, untenable; because Holwell’s monument, built in 1760, was then 
in existence to refresh the memory of the people ; and also because the Mahomedan 
histories make it abundantly clear that the “ natives ” were not altogether “carelcs.s ” 
or “ incurious ” about other matters of public notoriety during that period of 
change of Government, when gossip about every little event naturally ran in every 
direction with incredible rapidity. If the story of the Black Hole was really true, it 
could not have failed to reach their ears ; nor could it have been kept a profound 
secret by the people of the Nawab. 

Mr. Hill, while writing the Introduction to his book on Bengal in 1756 5 7, 
did not notice or discuss this significant omission, so prominently noted by Haji 
Mustapha. He has, however, now noticed it {The Englishmans Town Edition, 
1 6 February, 1916) with an observation, — that ^knowing by his “own experience 
how very insouciant are the bulk of the people of India to whatever concerns only 
those of other castes and creeds, it did not produce sufficient impression ” upon 
his mind for him “to think it worth while to discuss the question.” 

But Mr. Rushbrook Williams, Professor of Modern History in the Allahabad 
University, has not taken the same view. He has tacitly conceded that this omission 
carries some weight. So he has made an honest effort to enquire if some faint 
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reference, — even a figurative one, — cannot after all be discovered in .some obscure 
Mahomedan History. For thi.s purpose he contended for a while that a veiled 
reference might be discovered in the Muzarffarnamah. Maulavi Abdul Wali of 
Mur.shidabad, whose knowledge of Persian cannot be inferior to that of the learned 
Professor, (Quoted the text {The Statesman^ Dawk Edition, 23rd. February, 1916) 
from the manuscript belonging to the Nizamut l.ibrary, and annexed the following 
translation : — 

Having seen that they are incapable to resist, and being in desjiair of concluding 
peace, the English gentlemen seated themselves on board ship and left fur the sea ; 
and jf few of the English soldiers who saw the road of escape closed on tliem killed 
themselves out of excess of the sense of honour and a few persons became prisoners 
of the claws of predestination.” 

Mojlavi Abdul VVali has rightly pointed out tlut “this passage,— which is the 
oniy passage on the subject, — does not prove that the English were put into the Black 
Hole. The sentence that a lew [)t!rsons became also prisoners of the claws of 
predestination is a tigurative one, and proves nothing.” 'Those who are anpiaifued 
with the oriental methods of polished composition, will readily admit that the 
figurative expression cannot indicate imjuisonrnent ; the context shows that while a 
few c^mnnitted suicide, a few were also killed during the capture of the fort ; a fact 
admitted also in the English reports. 

After this analysis of the text, it must be idle to contend that the story was referred 
to by a figurative description by at least one Mahomedan historian, — or to contest 
the fact so definitely and confidently recorded by Haji iMustapha alxiut the complete 
ignorance of the people even of Calcutta, — or to question his authority for such an 
unqualified acknowledgment. 

'This then is the first important fact which sliould not have been at first ignored 
.and at last dismissed by Mr. Hill as unworthy of consideration, upon a plea of personal 
experience, which is as exceptional as it is inapplicable to the hulk of the people 
of India. In w'riting the Introduction to his hook, Mr. Hill could not have really 
missed the undeniable proofs which clearly disclosed that the people of this country, 
even at the risk of theii lives, had actually felt compassion for the English fugitives, 
and supplied them with necessary provisions, “by stealth in the night” (Hill, I, 
J71), inspite of the strictest prohibition of the Nawab. 

Turning to the important public records of tiie day, we find the same significant 
omission. If considerations of unavoidable diplomacy demanded a studied silence 
on the point in the earlier correspondence with the Nawab, because the English were 
then very naturally anxious to re establish their trade at any sacrifice, the same explana- 
tion could not be put forward in support of a studied silence in the Minutes and 
Consultations of the English Council ; or in the first rei)ort submitted to the Court 
of Directors. Even in respect of the correspondence with the Nawab, this explana- 
ti<3n would be inapplicable to the last letter at any rate which Colonel Clive addressed, 
complaining only of the loss of many crores of Rupees ” said to Iiave been sustained 
by the English “in the capture of Calcutta.” In the two treaties, — onewdthSiraj- 
ud-dowla (9 February, 1757), and another with Mir Jafifier Khan (3 June, i 757 )»^ 
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no sati.sfaction was obtained for the atrocities of the Black Hole. Thornton {Histoiy 
of the British Empire tPi India^ Vol. I, 212-13) observed that the absence of any 
provision for this purpose was “ the greatest scandal attached to the treaty.” Mr. Hill 
has not (juoted or questioned this unbiassed verdict of a truly ^‘eminent historian.” He 
has only quoted the Third Article of the Treaty, without seeing eye to eye with 
Thornton, that that Article can in no way be spun out to cover, as Mr. Hill contends, 
“ compensations for every thing.” It related only to compensations for clearly specified 
losses of property ; and did not and could not include a compensation for loss of life 
in general, or in the lllack Hole. In the same strain Mr. Hill now adds thatj — “ it is 
quite certain that jf large number of the British were killed after Drake deserted his 
post. If they perished in the Black Hole, then Holwell's story is substantially true, 
though it may b(^ incorrect in details.” It is needless to point out that no verdict of 
History can be based upon this “ if.” Even if it were possible, it would not banish 
the need for proof ; for, “the living do not give up their secret,” as Lord .\cton pointed 
out, “with the candour of the dead ; one key is always excepted; and a generation 
passes befoH! we can ensure accuracy.” 

In the first official report of the fiill of Calcutta (dated Kulta the T7th. Sci)t('m- 
her 1756) submitted to the Court of Directors, nearly three months aftiT the event, 
there was no mention of the massacre ; although it was signed amongst others, by 
Ib'lwell himself. This document narrated on the other hand that the fort had 
surrendered “upon the ])romise of civil treatment of the prisoners” (Hill, T, 214- 
li)) without saying that the promise was ultimately broken. 

Mr. Hill’s present contention (although he did not put it forw.ird in his In- 
troduction) is that it was not menti med, because “no two members of the Council 
held the same opinion.” This w,as really so, (Letter from Fort William to the Court 
of Directors, 31st January, 1757). Mr. Hill has nf>t, however, shown how in the 
face of such an undeniable fact, he can justify his present self-contradictory observa- 
tion th.at the story received “general acceptance, — unquestioned by .any of the 
Europeans present in Calcutta at the time.” 

The first official report was consistent with several well-established facts 
that many of the besieged fled when the fort surrendered (Hill, 1,43)-, nay they 
.simply walked out without opposition; (ii) that a Mahornedan Jemadar of the 
Nawab’s army escorted unmolested several English ladies, ,and restored them to 
their husbands at Fulta that very night {/Mutakherin, Vol. II, 190); (iii) that all who 
had ventured to approach the Nawab in person were pardoned (Hill, I, 108-9) and 
allowed to go away ; and (iv) that when Holwell was brought before the Naw^ab 
“with his hands bound, the Nawab released him from his bonds ” and prornksed 
him (Hill, II, p. 151), “on the word of a soldier” that no harm should be done 
to him,— which he is said to have “ repeated more than once.” 

Why was any one imprisoned at all ? We are indebted to Holwell for the 
suggestion that it was due to his inability to disclose the hidden treasure of the 
garrison, which the Nawab was naturally anxious to secure. This makes it difficult 
to discover a motive for the imprisonment of 146 persons, — men, women and children, 
— all of whom could never have been treated as privy to the secret. • 
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in his first statement, (reported by Sykes of Cossinibaair) on the 8th July, 1756. In 
his second statement, (said to have been forwarded from Muxudabad to the Councils 
of Bombay and Madras) on the lytli July, 1756 (Hill, I, 115), he hazarded an 
opinion, not a fact, that — “ the resistance made by the Knglish and the loss suffered 
by the besiegers so irritated the Nawab that he ordert!d the imprisonment of all.” 

This was, however, quickly given up in his third statement, (sent from Hugli to 
the Council of Madras) on 3rd August, 1756 (Hill, 1 , 186), in which lit; suggested 
another reason, viz .^ — that the number of the English in the fort was “too great to bo 
at large” ; — a reason which ill-fitted the fact that permission and fiicilities had already 
been granted to many to leave the fort, after w'hich the Nawab could not have been 
really anxious to detain any but those who could be reasonably supposed to know 
anything about the hidden treasure. It could not also hav(: been probable for a 
really large number of men, women, and children, to have actually lingered in the 
fort, after many had died in defending it, and some had managed to escajx.* during 
the confusion which followed the surrender. 'Fliis reason was accordingly abandoned 
by the historians, who found it more consistent to ado[>t a differiait j)lea, viz .^ — that 
“some of the drunken soldiers had drawn the misfortune upon all l)y attacking the 
soldiers of the Nawab.” This explanation was originally put forward by G<.)vcinor 
Drake (Hill, I, 160) cither from hearsay or from his own imagination of which he 
has l)een proved to have had an ample fund. As he was not an eye-witness, he 
could not have spoken from personal knowledge. 

'rhis plea, hoNveYer, received no sup|X)rt from Holwell, who was an eye-witness. 
He, on the other hand, recorded in his letter of 3rd August, 1756 that, — “I 
charged the Nawab with designedly having ordered the unheard-of piece of t ruclly of 
cramming us all into that small prison ; but I have now reason to think I did him 
injustice.” 

This significant admission may justly give rise to an interesting and instructive 
inquiry into its motive, which Mr. Hill has not tiie*d to jmrsuc. l\nien Ilohvcll 
deliberately charged the Nawab, the English had by that time lost all hopes of 
returning to Bengal ; as soon as the first ray of hope began to dawn upon them, on 
account of their submitting a petition on 6th July, 1756 to the Nawab to be restored 
to Calcutta, the charge was as deliberately withdrawn on the 3rd August ; — but 
when Siraj-ud-dowla was no more, the revolution was over, and the country had 
quieted down to enable Holwell to build his monument, he inscribed with equal 
deliberateness on his obelisk that 123 persons had been suffocated to death in the 
Black Hole prison of Fort William. 

“ By 

The Tyrannic Violence 
of 

Surajud-Dowla 
Suba of Bengal.” 

This is the man whose testimony is our chief guide in discerning truth from 
falsehood. 


4 * 
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^‘He was known,” says Prof. Rushbrook Williams as “ a clever rascal even in • 
his own day.” Ho was “ clever” indeed in iiever asking the English Council, not 
even when he acted as Governor, to commemorate the catastrophe, which would have 
necessarily called for a critical investigation of his extravagant story. He, on the 
other hand, built a monument at his own cost, and “ cleverly” attached two inscrip- 
tions to it, — one for the tragedy and another for the “ revenge” taken by Clive and 
Watson, evidently to ensure the preservation of his monument, at least as a trophy 
of victory. An Englishman, a ship’s doctor, however, found it in 1817 in a deplorable 
condition, (Mss. of a Voyage in the private collection of S. O’Mally Esqr. I.C.S.) — 
“ no railing, nor shrubs,” — “totally unworthy of the universal interest excited by that 
most hideous event”; nor did it seem to have “arrested the attention of natives, none 
of whom could point out the Black Hole close to it.” That monument was 
unhesitatingly demolished in 1821 to make room for the Customs House. The new 
monument, built in igo2, by a noble donor, has omitted the “ revenge,” excluded 
the reference to “ the tyrannic violence of Sirajuddowla,” revised the list of victims, 
and included some names which are names of those (Hill, Introduction, p. xeix, 
note 4) Mr. Hill has given “as being killed during the figliting.” This monument, 
in the language of Sir Rabindranath Tagore, may, therefore, be justly liable to be 
looked upon as “a big thumb of stone, raised in the midst of a puVdic throughfare to 
proclaim to the heavens that exaggeration is not the monopoly of any particular race 
<»r nation.” 

These circumstances naturally raise some presumption against the genuineness 
of the story ; and that presumption gradually gains in strength when vve find, as Mr. 
Little has shown in detail, that the presence of so many persons in the fort at that 
late hour would be a matter of great improbability. 

Before we turn to that important (piestion, we must decide another, — the rpiestioii 
of the admissibility of evidence. .Should we admit, as required by a correspondent 
of The Statesman (Dawk Edition, 15th February, 1916), half in jest and half in 
earnest, The Confessions of Do Quincey, in which the ill-ventilated coaches of 
England in the early days of the nineteenth century were compared to “Governor 
Holwcir.s Black cage at Calcutta.” in support of Holwell’s story ? Sober sense 
will readily concede that all sayings and doings of third persons, after the story had 
gained a fair currency, must stand on the same footing, whether they related to Lord 
Clive’s endorsement of tlie petitions of thtj^e who said that they had lost their 
relatives in the Black Hole; or to the w'ritings of the French and the Dutch, who 
derived no knowledge except through Holwell and his party. The story must stand 
or fall with the statements ol the aggrieved party, -—the alleged survivors of the grim 
tragedy of the Black Hole; for, they and the Nawab’s people, and no one else, could 
supply us with real proof. 

Mr. Hill has referred to a book, Memoire SurT Empire Mogol^ written in French 
by a Scoto-Frenchman named Jean Law of I^uriston, to show that the writer, who 
was an independent .spectator in Bengal, “accepted the story of Holwell,” This 
book, written under the orders of the French Ministry, partly in Paris in 1763, and 
partly on a second voyage to India in 1764, was published by Alfred M&rtineau 
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in 19J3. I am indebted to niy learned friend, Prof. R. C. Majumdar M. A., for an 
extract of the l^reface, which shows that the author was an old ("hief of the French 
Factory of Cossimbazar, who was well known to the Durbar of the Nawab. In 
his Memoir (Hill, 111, 160) he distinctly noted that he could not be “certain 
as to the correctness ” of all he had heard ; he preferred, therefore, “ to refer ” us 
“ to what the English themselves have written.” Mr. Hill should have found that 
a reference to the story of llolwell by this writer could not be accepted as an 
“ acceptance.” 

Modern research has discovered, with commendable diligence, many useful 
materials, which tend to show that a story of the VAiick Hole was actually in circula- 
tion among the European residents of IJengal from a certain date, before it was 
transmitted to Europe but it does not fail at the same time to reveal that that 
story was the result of a gradual development. 

1'he letter of 3rd July from Chandernagor (Hill, I, 50), Syke’s letter of the 3th 
July (Hill, I, 6r) and William Lindsay’s hotter (Hill, I, 168) relied on by Mr. Hill as 
tests of Holwell’s story, cannot be treated as real tests ; because these letters are not 
the letters of cyc->vitnesses. They can, however, be referred to to siiow, why, inspite 
of them, Holweirs story hiils to carry conviction ; because these letters prove a 
gradual development of the story, and supply us with many useful materials to diseciver 
how the story stood at each stage of such development. 

This did probably induce Prof. Rushbrook Williams to contend that “ our 
true concern is not with Holwell,” and that the Black Hole incident does not stand 
or fall with the truth or falsehood of llolwell’s story. An analysis of the first accounts 
in circulation in Bengal will, however, show at a glance that we cannot have the 
story of the Black Hole \vithout Holwell, as we cannot have HamUty Nvithoiit the 
Prince of Denmark. Holwell cannot altogtdher be dismissed for the simple reason 
that the story of the imprisonment r)f the 146 persons and of the death of 123, 
which constitute “the main features of the tragedy” was the story of no one else 
but of Holwell; and even with him it was not the first story, narrated by him as 
soon as he got the earliest opportunity to do so. Our true concern must, there- 
fore, be with Holwell and his principal associates, not w'ith those, who re[)(»rted 
from hearsay only; nor with thcjsc who acct^pled the story without any critical 
investigation. 

The first story of the fall of Calcutta, that could be gathered by the Fnaich or 
the Dutch from really independent sources, including the wounded, who passed 
by their settlements, did not disclose an episode of the Black Hole (Hill, 1, 22-24). 

The news of the fall of Calcutta was speedily carried far and wide. But (i) 
the letter written by the Council of Fort William from Fulta on the 25th June 
1756 (Hill, I, 25) asking for aid and succour from the Dutch in the distress of the 
English, (ii) the Consultations of the Dutch at Hugh from 25111 to 27th June, 
1756 (Hill, I, 25), (iii) the letter from the Dutch Council to their agent written on 27th. 
June: 1756 (Hill, I, 33), (iv) the Dacca Consultations of 27th and 28th June, 
and 36) showing that the news of the fall of Calcutta had already 
been received through the French at that distant station, and (v) the secret Consulta- 
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tions of the Dutch i\i Hugli on 28th June, 1756 (Hill, I, 37),- do not disclose. an 
account or oven a mention of the I'lack Hole stoiy. 

Although the Dutch wen! at fust afraid to succour the KngliwSh, the French 
speedily accomodated matters with th(i Nawab, and readily offered a shelter to the 
English at Chandernagur. "fo this asylum arrived W'alts and CoUtt, after their 
release, “in i)alan({iiins in the evening of the 28lh June, 1766” (Hill, I.). After 
a well-earned rest at this [ilaee for three days, W’atts and Colett wn^te t(.) the Council* 
at Madras on 20(1 July, 1756, giving an acrount of the fall of Cossimba/ar and 
of (’aleuUa, as well of their imj)risonment and release (Hill, I, 45). But this letter 
contained no reference to the Black Hole, or to any catastro[)hc, which could be 
placed in it. Although they were prisoners in the Nawab’s camp before their release, 
lh('y did not carry with them any inforin.ation even frean that source. 

Ac(’ording to Holwell [India Tracts^ Third J'.dition, p[). 387-4 1 8) he was sent 
to Miirshidabad along witli Court, Walcol and Burdett. On his way, as a prisoner 
of war, he sent a h-tter whirdi was reported l.)y S^kes of Cossimba/ar on 8th of 
July, 1756 (Hill, 1 , 61-62), 

This was the first story of Holwell a st(uy which was begun with a confusion 
of dates obviously to assert that tlu' fort had la-ld out till .nst June. It did not 
disclose that the fort had really sum lulered on “ a jnomise of ei\ 11 trealuient of 
the t)ris<mers”; it reeordi d aiK'ther stoiy,™ the sloi) of a di^Tonourable “suricndei 
at discretion.” W’hat was worse, it made (ait a case of wilful nnitder with an 
allegation tliat,— “all the night our po<a- gentlemen wt.re in the Bhu k I loir, the 
Nawab’s pi'ople kept firing at them tliroiigh the do(a\” 

Strangely enough, an ac('ount recorded by Captain Grey, on the 13th (uly 

1756 (Hill, I, 73) at Fulta, discloses that the story ol filing had also been cariied to 
that station by some, although it was contradicted by otliers. 

This shows, be>ond doubt, that as the; fact (T firing (ould not liave hc^en 
iiide]>endently imagined by more than oik' person, it must have been concocli'd in 
consultation to be circulated in diflercni diiections by (uCerent associates to make 
out a case of w ilful murder, which came to be given ii[) only hecau.se every (me 
could not prove clever enough to re|.)eat that story without contradieling others. 

One is, therefore, naturally tempted to eiKpiire into the reason of the invention 

of such a story; sjiecially in view of an observation of the Frencli on 3ni July 1756 

(Hill, I, 50) that “the two first days pa.ssed in license and all the disorders of a 
place taken by assault, with the e.xception of massacre, to which the Moors are not 
aeeii^tomed in regard to peojile disarmed.” 

^Vas it not due to the consciousness that the dead bodices thrown into the 

ravelin actually bore marks of gun-shot wounds which caused death during the 
defence of the fort ? W hen the story had to lie given iii>, S(imething had to be 
retained to account f(.)r ihesrMiiarks (T injuries; and so the final story retained the 
allegation that many “ wounded” [lersons had also been thrust into the Black Hole ; 
although there cotild be no motive for any one to takt; such an unnecessary step; in as 
much as the “ wounded”^*could have raised no apprehension in the min is of the 
Nawab s army. ^ 
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Under Itiese circumstances, iruludl very soon rnme U> take* caution, (te 
nowhere a<'knowledL;(;d in his siihsi <[ueiit corresjMjnd. nc- !}ki( in; had ;;iM;n oi:f 
a story at ( .(jssiin{)a/ar, nuieli U;ss a story <)(" “fh iiva,” altln ai^h he adniit!e-d ie: had 
wnitten a lett<‘r to Mr. U,avv, the Krein li ('liic-t <>l tlial station. 

In his letter to liis dear Iriend, William Davis, uiitten on j.Sili k'tdn.iary i/S/* 
Hc}Iwa;ll j;av(! a detailed ae(:e>unt (»r liis voya-e to Muishidahad as a prison. 

7 V//c/.r, 'I II iid Edition, p. 1 1 i ). In this h-tter le- rci'.-rr. d to the hai_ni-!i riCt.ay 
at t 'ossiniha/ar hy sa)inn ‘'^dy this that. — “ passinL; hy om hat and laeloty ar 
C’ossiinha/ar t<iise<l some melancholy re(le< tions amoty^st ns.’’ Mai’ laiiivr. r i 
d’jrcrr'ct silenf'o al)«)iit the statena nt ma»le at t '■ ’^-si ml <a/ar, In* di li -i r;\! • 1 v [)],n . .1 
his arrival “in si^hl of the h fai'tory” (! that -tniion oii the 71:, of hih., 

(Dill, I, I 15 ainJ Ifi'/id 'Frdtfs) e\idenlly t.j i moff S\k- .. wli i inu- d (Hill, I, nj) 
<>'1 the .sth July that, (his inorfduy^ Mi. Ih.lw. !i, ('on::. W’d'sil, aiul one Rurt.iv 
(l)t]idetlH a waiter, pawn'd hy on their way t'* Min ^hidehad, rrriM )n.T*- in Ii t »in ” 
d'he onii.ssldn on th-e {lart ot llolw<ll to is lei to hi ( \ issiniha/.ir stal< in»:n i, 
si^niru'ant, it Intia) ati evident solifhtmle to ^ippo hi- lonniilion with t!.- * 

dis<.ard< <I (ii st story of tlu “liring.” 

h';n Drake and rithers lelt llii* loit, they h r! l)eliind nioi..* th/in joo men 
(Hill, HI, 1(^0). “ \Wtliout eountiny th'* Vrmenian-^ nid 'h- ho-tnam -.e ( Hi'!, H, i ,'>)> 

tho-.t' who were jep behind found that “'riiey nninb •: d 170 m.ai ('.pidile of (h-tein 
d'he story that was carried to t'aptain Hnint (liill. I, ;ntd U* l\o',;ei Drake 

(Hill, I, fho'lat Eiilta, was tho story ol the nnpn o/naient ot“ 200 persons'. 'This story 
)f the impi isonrin-nt ol’ the entire yairison, thriayh:!' -.-I) Irl't bf*!iind h\’ Ih'akt', was 
carriial only to (wo place's, - Eiilta an<l I duindci n.yyon , — e\ idertlly to lilaelo n tl. • 
elvuaetef of (lu* dc’sertcrs, wh<)se eonduet had b'-en harshly ei il im’sed bv Hoiwell on 
the raiuftart. 'This number had, however, to li * siiSstapr ntly chanc 'd. Whv wa^ 
it ehaiiyed ? 'The rnference irresi-aible th.i! wle nthe stotyue>loirndlobe:n- 
sUj’pr'ilablf; am.I inconsistent with the* diineiisions ea' til'.* blnck Ibili*, it l atne down 
to the impri.sonrm*nt of ibo prisons. Holwr*]], immediately after his rele,\se, in hi', 
letter of tin.* i7lh July 175^, narrated tin- imra isonarent e*!' 165 ur 170 p'T.ons ; and> 
tile death of all but (>. His next a's-o-ant, written Irom Hn^lt 011 31(1 Au;.;u-.t r 7 v‘^ 
disclosed aiiolla*! .st(jiy. In this he s;dnl lie had “ over-rn kraied tliL* number the 
[)ris<»ners and the niimbe-r of the dead,” the ha'iicr iiein.; reilly .r pS, ami the latter 
1^3. A\’hy hud Holwcll at fust “ over-rc('k('nod ' ' and w!i u materials he vibtaimad 
afterwards to ascertain the eoirei't ikqiires, he nev-. r e. auh.si emied to disclose. 

One is, lln'tofoic, naturally tempred to empuhe into the eau^e of thi*. eh.in;,p.e 
d'hf* Blai’k Hoh', aecording \o .Mr. flolwHl. was tS fe. t s.piare ; and reservin-; ?. 1 

S([uare feet for each person, ordinary Arithmetic would allow only 162 persons to !)o 
put into it. Was not this Arithmetic rs'sponsible hit fixing upon the numh-'r' of iho 
persons Stran^tely enouc.h, Tlolwell pjave the mrmfier as f ('o in his li!-.i ac<,'onnt 
communicated to Sykes. Str.angely enoiirdi, news had al.sv; been carried to Chander 
nagorc (Hill, I, 50), — the first news of the tragedy, —-i)y another informant, who also 
repo?\;d the imprisonment of t'xactly the same c.nmber of ptasons. 

Tnh current story shows that this numVier was also ultimately ahandor. :d. Was 
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it due to any further calculation that more than 146 persons could not have been in 
the foil on the 2olh June ? 

The record.^ of the period can hardly explain the psychology of this “ over- 
reckoning” of prisoners to the same extent by two informants, who carried the earliest 
account to two different stations. — Cossimbazar and Chandernagore. Was not this 
another and cvjually convincing instance of concert ? 

A mystery hangs about the. letter of John Young, Prussian Supercargo as to its 
date, — the 10th July 1 756 (Hill, 1 , 65). in this letter he noted that “ Holwell with 
his fellow partners of misery and afilietion, from the moment of their capture to that 
of their releases, came to ('handernagorc a few days ago.” Their coming to Chander- 
nagore was no doubt a fact ; but that must have been an event of a date sub.sequent 
to their release, whicii look place on the 1 6th of July, — sul)SC(iuent also to the ryth 
of July on which date Hoi well wrote from Murshidabad,- -and probably subsequent 
to the 3rd of August, when he wrote from Hugli. 'bhus, the lette*r of John Young 
must have been a letter of a subsequent date. By that time tlu! story had been 
finally s(‘ttlcdj r'/i:., — 146 “ wounded and uti wounded of all ranks” had been impri- 
soned, and 23 only survived. 'I'liis going round the luiropean settlements by llolwell 
and his fellow sufferers coucid«?s with the final reduction of the number. It makes 
all subsequent French and Dutch reports loose their value as independent accounts 
of a real episode of History. 

If there was uncertainly about the number of [irisoners, there was no less un- 
certainty about their nationality. According to some the piisoners included Portuguese 
and Armenians, “of which many were wounded” (Hill, I, 88). But according to 
another, all Portuguese and Armenians received pardon, and left the fort (Hill, 1 1 , 
p. 182 ; {). 301), Holwell on tluj other hand, alleged that the ])risoners included 
Dutch and English whites and Portuguese blacks. If any Dutcli had actually died 
in the Black Hole, the Dutch in ilengal took no notice of it; this was hardly 
probable. 

Mr. Hill is satisfied with the truth of the story, not as a historian, but as one 
who takes the contemporary historian to be his infallible guide. The special “ accept- 
ance by the great contemporary historian Robert Orme ” weighs greatly with him. 
He riles ('aptain Mills, Sykes, W’illiarn Lindsay and the French at Cossimbazar and 
Chandernagore as witnesses, who are said to supply “ confirmation and corroboration.” 
Neither in the Introduction to his work, nor in his letter now published in 7 //^ 
Efii^lishman, has Mr. Hill tried to 6icc the real (luestion,— a (piestion, which is con- 
cerned only with the direct evid(‘nce of the imprisunnient of 146 persons, and 
the death of 123; because the impris(jnment of Holwell and a few’ of the principal 
jiersons likely to know the hidden treasure, and the death of no one from suffocation 
would Jiot constitute the tragedy. To support the current .story, there must he 
evidence of the imprisonment of 146, and the death of 123. Who were they? 
I'hat is the real question, which must legitimately demand to know the names of alb 
In the absence of evidence on that point, a true historian cannot go beyond saying 
that the story should be called “ not to be proven.” * 

This verdict, wdiich really applies to the story in question, has been, b‘' an irony 
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of fate, sou^^lit to be applied to the theory advanceil by Mr. Little. Mr. Hill lurs, 
itiire Research, therefore, sincerely hoped “that in future, instead of indiili;ing in jmietical jokes, 
Mr. Little will direct his eneri^ies into sonu- more fruitful linrs of historical resi?arch.'’ 
One such fruitful line for Mr. Little should have been the History of the History of 
this period, which alone could have cleared the Ljround of all unscholarly becdoin of 
language and verdict. 

In the absence of such research work, 77 /f' Piimecv discovers a formidal)le 
^'bstacle for Mr. Little to over-come. “ If the Illai'k Hole irndiltaU liad neve r taken 
place at all,” says The Pioneer^ “ Holwell, who was no fool, wouKl liave known belter 
than t() put forward his own account of it.” Hut inspite of this “ hirmidable obstacle,” 
Holwell aelually invented anotlua' story, -- the story of the 1 bu t a massacre, -about 
which tlie I'higlish Council of Calcutta had to record that it had “ not the least founda- 
tion in truth.” Although .Nfr. Little referred to this, The Pioneer (Wd not notice it, 
or refute it in any way. Such is the critical atuiospluae in which knowledge struggles 
to advance in India. 

Coming now to th(^ last (juestion, — the name-; of tile victims, we havi* to admit 

IV. that, do what we may, we- shall never know the names of all who Weie imjirivontd, — 

jrhc Last Ques- perisiied, and of all who suivived. W'e must abai.don all critical 

lion.s : Names of , . . . , . , 

iiKjuisitiveness and rc'uiain conveniently satisfied with nothing betn r than tliealhga* 

tion that 146 persons were thrust into th<- Bku'k Hole, i 2g diial of suffocation, ami 

only 2g survivcsl. lUit who ware they ? W'e must never ask to know. 

Know ing lunv the number of pris(;ners gra<lually t'ame down from 200 to 146, 

and knowing bow the number of survivors giadually mounted up fiom 6 to 23, it will 

be an insult to human intelligence luat to sU[)poRt.* that tlie names, of all who went; 

impi isoned and of all who ptaished, and also of all win.) siiiwived, must have been 

ascertained at some stage to find out th«’ definite^ mimliers related in tlie* current story. 

lUit do what we may, we shall never know— when, where, Iionv, and by w'hom such 

;in enquiry was made, and w'ilh w'hat result. 

'This leads us le> only one soui ce of information ; and that source leads to the 

available lists. 

The list annexed to the “genuine nanative" of Holwell (Hill, III, 131-154) 
contains only some of tlie names, — not all. 'This list Ix gins by excluding, witliuul 
any reason, tin* namiesof 69 vi<'lims ; and, tliercfore, it pur[)OUs to dlsclost* the n.nnes 
of 54 persons, though as a matter of fart, it comes abruj)tly to an end with the names 
of 52 only : still giving us .j more names than those wdiicli Holwell caused to be. 
imscribed on bis monument. The list does not give us the i>ceuj)alion or nationality 
of the excluded 69. This exposes the li^-t to the just (aitieism lA all students 
of History. 

This must have convinced Holwell to some extent. His “ genuine narrative,” 
with the list annexed, w.as not published until lyh.p It conlaim.-d a fore w’ord “to 
the reader,” written by Holw’ell himself, wliich rc^vealed that lie too wsas not W’ithout 
some misgivings rcgaiding Iris pcrfurm«auce. d'his “genuine narrative” w*as originally 
written as a private letter to a dear friend, on board the Syren-Sloop, when Hohvel! 
was goinjj home with the natural expectation «jf meeting his dear friend in person. 
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Why was this letter written at all, or written during the voyage ? It was not written 
like a letter of The Citizen of the World for the purpose of publication. Ittorwell 
assures us that “ only through a chain of unforeseen accidents” it came ** to appear 
in i)rint.” But it was printed and published with a grim picture, made to order, 
showing Governor Holwell confined in the Black Hole,” which cannot fail to show 
that a motive of advertisement could not have been altogether absent ; and the 
alleged cause of publication could not have been absolutely colourless. 

Be that as it may, the list, thus published, failed to render any account of 7? 
victims, — a large number indeed, — too largo to be lightly disregarded as an unimpor- 
tant matter of unnecessary detail. Yet this list and this “genuine narrative” ^re the 
chi(d‘ foundations on which the currtait story stands. 

'Phe diary of Captain Mills (Hill, I, 40-45), recorded in an octavo pocket book 
of 16 pages and given to the contemporary historian, who was then in ^^adras, i?» 
another piece of evidence wliich Mr. Hill now characterises as the first test of 
HolwelPs story ; because “this diary still exists and cannot be ignored”; it purports 
to be a contemporaneous account of events, which happened from day to day from 
7th June to 1st July 1756. That it “still exists” cannot show that it “ cannot be 
ignored.” Although its existence cannot be ignored, its value will always be ignored 
whenever it will be properly examined. 

We have no evidence that it was recorded from day to day. Such an assumption 
would lead to many more ; — (i) that it was taken by the writer with him into the 
Black Hole ’; and .so it happened to be preserved during the sack of Calcutta ; and 
(ii) that it was clung to with more than a martyr’s stedfastness during all those long 
hours of unbearable agony in that “night of horrors.” It shows at a glance that it 
could not have been recorded, like an ordinary diary, from day to day ; but that it 
must have been written afterwards for being sent to Madras to Robert Ormc, the 
historian, who had a well-known hobby not only of collecting, but also of preserving 
all such original documents. This diary records the names of victims and survivors 
in pages 9-1 1. In the next page it records the names of those, who cscafied, when 
the fort was taken ; and then, in the next page, it records what had happened before 
the fort was captured. This anachronism makes it forfeit its bonafide character as a 
diary written up from day to day. 

As the personal narrative of a Captain, engaged in active military work, this 
diary reveals a significant and disappointing feature, in that it does not disclose any 
item of personal work done by the narrator. Another account (Hill, I, 194) was sent 
to Robert Orme to supplement it. But that also gave only an account of what 
happened to the writer, after he had come out of the Black Hole, until he reached 
Fulta, on loth August 1756. According to this account Captain Mills and his com- 
panions, after their expulsion from Calcutta on ist July, came to the Prussian 
Supercargo, and then to Chandernagore, where they resided till 8th or 9th August 
1756. 

This makes the Prussian account one of great importance to History. According 
to this account “ 20 of the English that escaped death” were the first to c^me up. 
John Young recorded what he had heard from them about the fall of Calcutta. He 
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did not hear a word about the Black Hole. Ne\t ap[)eared ^^css^.s. Watts and 
Colett ; and they too could not disclose the story of the tragedy. Lastly came 
Holwcll and his companions, and from them the story tin: Black Hole was heard. 
This iriteresting letter of John Young, the Prussian Sup rcargo (I Fill, I, 62-66), 
discloses an important secret, — it shows at a glance that when Capi lip Mills appeared, 
he had no story to tell about the Black Hole. 

A report, published in the London C/iron/c/e\ a yea* after the ev'^nt, (Hill, HI, 
70-74), gives a list of the hairopcans “ who were in (lalcntta wlich it \v is tak .ai, but 
escaped being put into the Black Hole, and were ordered to It^avi^ Calcutta by the 
Moo^s/’ This list contains only four names, the very naiues of CaiJtain Mill i and 
his companions, who were not iTicludcd in thi^ li^t of survivors, published in the 
London Chroniide, 'Phis makes it difhciilt to reg ird ( kiptain Mills’ diary as the diary 
of an eye-wit!icss. Ho can be hardly put forward as a wilnes-; to cf>rrol>tjrate 
Hoi well. The same remark applies to Grey Junior (Hill, F, 106-109) whf> Nvas not 
also a “survivor,” and who did not note (Hill, I, loi)^ that Captain Mills was on*’* of 
the survivors. 

The re{)ort of the London Chronicle makes the lists, left by Holwcll and 
Captain Mills, equally unreliable. William Bailley was a member of th ,* Council, .and 
an irnportant person. It was rei)orted in the London Chronii/e that he had died 
“ wit’a a shot in his head.” Of the “gentlemen in service,” Carse is said to Ipive 
been “ cut to pieces,” having rashly fire.d a pi.stol after tlic place was taken. Lt. 
Bellamy “ -^hot himself before the attack.” Blagg was “ cut to pieces on a bastion.” 
Taeutenants Bishop an<l Paccard died “ before the place was taken.” Sea-Captains 
Parnell, Stephenson, Carey, and Grey, “ were killed in the attack”. But, acec^rding 
to Hobvcll, tFiese very persons died in the Black Hole ; and what is more, — Carey 
died with thankfulness on Fiis lips for Fiaving been offered by Hohvell a convenient 
place, which he could not live to occupy. 

Tlie name of Blagg has now been unanimously omitted from the list of victims, 
and excluded altogether from the names inscribed on the new monument. 

Mr. Hill has not, Fiowever, considered the effect of this exclusion upon thii 
whole testimony. .\s the name of Blagg occurs eiiually iu the lists of victims left by 
Grey junior, Ilolwell and Captain Mills, was it possible for them to have erred 
independently or to have dreamt simultaneously regarding his death in the Black 
Holv^ If this is A circarn.stance, which indie itcs concert between them, as it does 
without doubt, docs it not affect the entire testimony, and make it difficult to discard 
one portion and retain the rest ? 

Holwell disclosed the names of only eleven “ survivors, including his owm.” One 
of them, Secretary Cooke, was examined by the Parliamentary Committee appointed 
in 1772. Instead of giving an oral disposition, like the other witnesses, Cooke 
preferred to hand in a written narrative (Hill, III, 290-303) said to have been “ copied 
with his own hands from notes taken by him soon after the transactions” of 1756 
Although the massacre of the Black Hole was not then one of the subjects of the 
enquir/^ Secretary Cooke volunteered an account of it in his statement, an account 
which mpst remind one of Holwell’s narrative, which had already been then in print. 


43 



The Story ; a 
libel. 


Mr. Little’s 
Theory. 


BENGAL : PAST fir PRESENT. 


These facts and circumstances affect the veracity of all the eye witnesses flilikp, # 
even if we do not allow ourselves to be prejudiced against them on account of the 
little regard for veracity which they enjoyed from their own contemporaries. 

Mr. Little has supplemented his original essay with a long letter in TAe Statesman 
to discuss Holwell’s motive for concoction, and the motive of his concocted story 
being accepted The value of this labour lies chiefly in showing that an absolute 
want of motive cannot be urged in defence of Hoi well. When an improbable story ^ 
is proved to have been started, developed and supported in concert, the question of 
motive does not really arise, or affect the verdict. 

Although the Black Hole story was open to these objections from the very 
beginning, yet it was never subjected to any critical investigation by any of the con- 
porarics of Holwell. In that respect it has left us in utter darkness,— perhaps also 
in the suffocating atmosphere of a real Black Hole. But this negligence on the 
part of contemporaries, whose hands were then always full with one question of life 
and death after another, cannot be accepted as a test of Holwell’s story ; — the truth 
of which must be established by evidence, not by any conduct, opinion, or want of 
critical faculties of the contemporaries. 

As the story goes, it is an undoubted libel against some at least of the British 
heroes, who sacrificed their lives in doing their duty ; — nay, it is also a general libel 
against the British love of truth, which Col. Clive and Admiral Watson took every 
opportunity to refer to in their correspondence with the Nawab. 

In the midst of all these harrowing circumstances, Mr. Little’s theory— as to 
what really happened — comes as a welcome working hypothesis, which agrees belter 
with probable human conduct than the current story of the Black Hole. Mr. Little 
may, therefore, be congratulated upon his honest attempt to do justice, where justice 
has been either ignored or delayed for more than a century and a half. 

The noble band of heroes, who sacrificed their lives in ignorance of Holwell’s 
solicitude to surrender, have a legitimate claim upon the recognition of History. A 
tribute, paid to their memory by an alien historian, N?wab Golam Hosain Khan, 
makes the reticence of their own countrymen all the more prominent and deplorable. 
Mr. Little, will therefore, command the admiration of all lovers of justice for his 
noble attempt, inspite of the hesitation of many of his countrymen, which is really due 
to their inability to look upon his work in its true perspective. 

Holwell had associates and devoted ones too. He had more than one in those, 
who carried the story of the firing at FuUa ; and a principal one in Captain Mills, who 
supported him regarding the death of Blagg in the Black Hole, and helped him 
greatly by sending a diary to the contemporary historian. 'Fhus supported, Holwell 
acted in concert, — which related to two important matters, (i) the number of 
prisoners (li) and the death of those in the Black Hole, some of whom at any rate 
had actually died as heroes in the defence of the fort. With this concert vanishes 
the large number that is said to have created the suffocation ; and with it vanishes the 
story of the Black Hole. An unshaken faith in it reveals a want of critical faculty, 
which Mr. Little is unwilling to claim. ^ 

“When we are told,” said Lord Acton (Lecture on the Study of History^ 
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June II 1895), “that En^^land is behind the continent in rritical faculty, wc must 
"^dmit that this is true as to (juantity, not as to (juality of work.” Mr. Little’s work 
may now be rightly cited as an example of such ‘ju ility, in contrast with the great 
body of unscholarly criticism that has cnipped up against him. ^ 

True it is that this “gigantic hoax” of Holwell is recorded in -very tcKt-ho )k as 
an actual event of History, and we have to teach it, and gtineralions after gener.itions 
have to continue to learn it by heart. But it is also true, as Lord .Veton told u 
that, — “the histenians of h)rnier ages 11 naiiproac liable for us in knowledge* and in 
talent cannot he our limit. We have the power to be more rigidly impersonal, disin- 
terested, «and jii-st than they ; and to leivrn from undisguised and genuine records 
look with remorse upon the past, and to the future with assured hope of better things ; 
Vx'.aring this in mind that if we lower our stan<l:ir<i in History, wc cannot u[)hold it in 
Church and State.” 

Mr. Little briefly replied. 

'fhe Venerable Archdeacon, W. K. Firniinger, said that as the hour was late, 
nearly midnight, he would not detain them beyond expressing the hope that the ladies 
m^nd gentlemen present who were not members ol the Calcutta Historical Society, 
would join the Society. At present the Society was in a bad way as regards funds, and 
by becoming members they would not only be engaged in interesting historical work 
but would also help the Society. 

'Lhc meeting then separated. 
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